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PREFACE. 



Ix the religicm of the Hmdoos^ whidi of all 
Abe religions is the most monstroiis in its 
fiiblesy and the most &tal in its effects^ there 
is one remarkable peculiarity. PrayerSf pe» 
aancesy and sacrifices^ are supposed to pos- 
sess an inherent and actual value, in no degree 
depending upon the disposition or motive of 
the person who performs them. They are 
drafts upon Heaven^ for which the Gods can-^ 
not refuse payment The worst men, bent 
upon the worst designs, have in this manner 
obtained power which has made them for- 
midable to the Supreme Deities themselves^ 
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and rendered an Avatar j or Incarnation of 
Veeshnoo the Preserver, necessary. This be- 
lief is the foundation of the following Poem. 
The story is original; but, in all its parts^ 
consistent with the superstition upon which 
it is built ; and however startling the fictions 
may appear, they might almost be called cre- 
4ible when compared with the genuine tales 
of Hindoo mythology. 

No ^ures can be imagined more anti-pio- 
turesque, and less poetical, than the mytho- 
logical personages of the Bramins. This de- 
formity was easily kept out of sight : — their 
hundred hands are but a clumsy personifica- 
tion of power ; their numerous heads only a 
gross image of divinity, ** whose counte- 
nance," as the Bhagvat^Geeta expresses it, 

<< is turned on every side." To the other 

8 
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olmoiu dtgecdon, that the religion of Hin- 
dostan is not generally known enough to 
supply fit machinery for an English poem^ I 
can only answer, that, if every allusion to it 
throughout the work is not su£Sciently self- 
esplained to render the passage intelligible, 
there is a want of skill in the poet Even 
those readers who should be wholly unac- 
quainted with the writings of our learned Ori- 
entalists, will find all the preliminary know- 
ledge that can be needful, in the brief expla- 
nation of mythological names prefixed to the 
Poem* 
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EDITH I I brought thee late a humble gift. 

The songs of earlier youth ; it was a wreath 

With many an unripe blossom garlanded 

And many a weed, yet mingled with some flowers 

Which will not wither. Dearest ! now I bring 

A worthier offering ; thou wilt prize it well, 

For well thou know^st amid what painful cares 

My solace was in this : and th6' to me 

There is no music in the hollowness 

Of common praise, yet well content am I 

Now to look back upon my youth's green prime, 

Nor idly, nor unprofitably past, 

Imping in such adventurous essay 

The wing, and strengthening it for steadier flight. 

1797. 
VOL. I. a 
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The history of Joan of Arc is as mysterious as 
it is remarkable. That she believed herself in- 
spired, few will deny ; that she was inspired^ no one 
will venture to assert ; and it is difficult to believe 
that she was herself imposed upon by Charles and 
Dunois. That she discovered the King when he 
disguised himself among the courtiers to deceive 
her^ and that, as a proof of her mission, she de- 
manded a sword from a tomb in the church of St. 
Catharine, are facts in which all historians agree* 
If this had been done by collusion, the Maid must 
have known herself an impostor,' and with that 
knowledge could not have performed the enterprizt 
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she undertook. Enthusiasm, and that of no com- 
mon kuid^ was necessary, to enable a young maiden 
at once to assume the profession of arms, to lead 
her troops to battle, to fight among the foremost, 
and to subdue with an inferior force an enemy 
then believed invincible. It is not possible that 
one who felt herself the puppet of a party, could 
have performed these things. The artifices of a 
court could not have persuaded her that she dis« 
covered Charles in disguise ; nor could they have 
prompted her to demand the sword which they 
might have hidden, without discovering the deceit* 
The Maid then was not knowingly an impostor; 
oor could she have been the instrument of the 
court ; and to say that she believed herself inspired, 
will neither account for her singling out the King, 
or prophetically claiming the sword. After crown^ 
log Charles, she declared that her mission was ac- 
complished, and demanded leave to retire. En- 
thusiasm would not have ceased h^re ; and if they 
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who impoied on her could persuade her still to go 
with their armiesy they could still have contioued 
ber delasioD. 

This Biysterioasness renders the story of JoAK 
OF Aec peculiarly fit for poetry. The aid of 
angels and devils is not necessaiy to raise her above 
nankind ; she has no gods to lackey her, and in- 
vpise her with courage, and heal her wounds : the 
Maid of Orleans acts wholly from the workings of 
her own mind, from the deep feeling of inspiration* 
The palpable agency of superior powers would 
destroy the obscurity of her character* and sink ber 
to the mere heroine of a fairy tale. 

The alterations which I have made in the history 
are few and trifling. The death of Salisbuiy is 
placed later, and of the Talbots earlier than they 
occurred. As the battle of Patay is the conclud- 
ing action of the Poem, I have given it all the 
previous solemnity of a settled engagement. What- 



tver appears miraculous, is asserted in hbtory, and 
my authorities will be found in the notes. 

It is the common fault of Epic Poems^ that we 
feel little interest for the heroes they celebrate. 
The national vanity of a Greek or a Roman might 
have been gratified by the renown of Achilles o^ 
JEneas; but to engage the unprejudiced, there 
must be more of human feelings than is generally 
to be found in the character of a warrior. From 
this objection, the Odyssey alone may be excepted. 
Ulysses appears as the father and the husband, and 
the affections are enlisted on his side. The judg- 
ment must applaud the well-digested plan and 
splendid execution of the Iliad, but the he^ 
always bears testimony to the merit of the Odyssey: 
jt is the poem of nature, and its personages inspire 
love rather than command admiration. The good 
herdsman Eumseus is worth a thousand heroes! 
Homer is, indeed, the best of poets, for he is at 



once dignified and simple ; but Pope has disguised 
him in fop-finery, and Cowper has stripped him 
naked. 

There are few readers who do not prefer Tumus 
to ^neas; a fugitive, suspected of treason, who 
negligently left liis wife, seduced Dido, deserted 
her, and then forcibly took Lavinia from her be- 
trothed husband. What avails a man's piety to the 
gods, if in all his dealings with men he prove him- 
self a villain ? If we represent Deity as command- 
ing a bad action, this is not exculpating the man, 
but criminating the God. 

The ill chosen subjects of Lucan and Statins have 
prevented them from acquiring the popularity they 
would otherwise have merited ; yet in detached 
parts, the former of these is perhaps unequalled, 
certainly unexcelled. I do not scruple to prefer 
Statins to Virgil ; with inferior taste, he appears to 
me to possess a richer and more powerful imagina- 
tion; his images are strongly conceived, and clearly 
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painted, and the force of bis language, while it 
makes the reader feel, proves that the author felt 
himself. 

The power of story is strikingly exemplified in 
the Italian heroic poets. They please universally, 
even in translations, when little but the story re- 
mains. In proportioning his characters, Tasso has 
erred ; Godfrey is the hero of the poem, Rinaldo 
of the poet, and Tancred of the reader. Secondary 
characters should not be introduced, like Gyas and 
Cloanthus, merely to fill a procession; neither 
should they be so prominent as to throw the princi- 
pal into shade. 

The lawless magic of Ariosto, and the singular 
theme as well as the singular excellence of Milton, 
render it impossible to deduce any rules of epio 
poetry from these authors. So likewise with 
Spenser, the favourite of my childhood, from whose 
frequent perusal I have always found increased 
delight. 
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Against the machinery of CamoenSy a 
charge must be brought than that of profimenesi 
or incongruity. His floating island is but a floating 
brothel^ and no beauty can make atonement for 
licentiousness. From this accusation, none but a 
translator would attempt to justify bim ; but Car 
moens had the most able of translators. TheLusiady 
diough excellent in parts, is uninteresting as a 
whole: it is read with little emotion, and remember- 
ed with little pleasure. But it was composed in 
the anguish of disappointed hopes, in the fatigues 
of war, and in a country flir from all he loved; and 
we should not foi^t, that as the Poet of Portugal 
was among the most unfortunate of men, so he 
should be ranked among the most respectable. 
Neither his own country or Spain has yet produced 
his equal : hb heart was broken by calamity, but 
the spirit of integrity and independence never for- 
sook Camoens. 

I have endeavoured to avoid what appears to 
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me the common fault of Epic poems, and to render 
the Maid of Orleans interesting. With this intent 
I have given her, not the passion of love» but the 
remembrance of subdued affection^ a lingering of 
human feelings not inconsistent with the enthusiasm 
and holiness of her character. 

The multitude of obscure Epic writers copy with 
the most gross servility their ancient models. If a 
tempest occurs, some envious spirit procures it from 
the god of the winds or the god of the sea : is there 
a town besieged ? the eyes of the hero are opened^ 
and he beholds the powers of Heaven assisting in 
the attack ; an angel is at hand to heal his wounds, 
and the leader of the enemy in his last combat is 
seized with the sudden cowardice of Hector. Even 
Tasso is too often an imitator. But notwithstand* 
ing the censure of a satyrist, the name of Tasso 
will still be ranked among the best heroic poets. 
Perhaps Boileau only condemned him for the sake 
of an antithesb; it is with such writers^ as with 
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those who afiect point in their conventtioo, they 
will always sacrifice truth to the gratification of 
their vanity. 

I have avoided' what seems useless and wearying 
in other poems^ and my readers will find no de» 
scription of armour, no muster-rolls, no geographic 
cal catalogues, lion, tyger, bull, bear and boar 
nmiles, Phoebuses or Auroras. And where in battle 
I have particularized the death of an individual, it 
is not I hope like the common lists of killed and 
wounded. 

In Millings National Antiquities of France, I find 
that M. Laverdy was in 1791 occupied in collecting 
whatever has been writteu concerning the Maid of 
Orleans. I have anxiously expected his work, but 
it is probable, considering the tumults of the inter- 
vening period, that it has not been accomplished. 
Of the various, productions to the memory of Joan 
OF Arc, I have only collected a few titles, and, if 
report may be trusted, need not fear a heavier cpn- 
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demnation than to be deemed equally bad. A 
regular canon of St Euverte has written une tres 
mawoaise poemcy entitled the Modem Amazon. 
There is a prose tragedy called La Pucelle d'Or- 
leansy variously attributed to Benserade, to Boyer^ 
and to M enardiere. The abbe Daubignac published 
a prose tragedy with the same title in l642. There 
is one under the name of Jean Baruel of 158 1» 
and another printed anonymously at Rouen l606. 
Among the manuscripts of the queen of Sweden in 
the Vatican, is a dramatic piece in verse called Le 
Mystere du Siege d'Orleans. In these modem 
times, says Millin, all Paris has run to the theatre 
of Nicolet to see a pantomime entitled le fameux 
siege de la PuceUe d'Orleans, I may add, that,, 
after the publication of this Poem, a pantomime 
upon the same subject was. brought forward at 
Covent-Garden Theatre, in which the heroine, like 
Don Juan, was carried off by devils and precipitated 
alive into hell. I mention it, because the feelings 
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of the audience revolted at such a catastrophe, and 
after a few oights an angel was introduced to rescue 
her. 

But among the number of worthless poems upon 
this subject, there are two which are unfortunately 
notorious, — the Pucelles of Chapehiin and Voltaire. 
I have had patience to peruse the first, and never 
have been guilty of looking into the second ; it is 
well said by Herbert the poet. 

Make not thy fport abusei , for the fly 
That feeds on dung, ii coloured thereby. 

On the eighth of May, the anniversary of its de- 
liverance, an annual fete is held at Orleans; and 
monuments have been erected there and at Rouen to 
the memory of the Maid. Her family was ennobled 
by Charles ; but it should not be forgotten in the 
history of this monarch, that, in the hour of mis- 
fortune, he abandoned to her fate, the woman who 
bad saved his kingdom. 

November^ 1795. 
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Midnighty and yet no eye 
Through all the Imperial City dot'd in deep ! 

Belu^d her streets a-blaze 

With light that seems to kindle the red sky. 

Her myriads swarming thro' the crowded ways I 

Master and slave» old age and infancy, 

AH, all abroad to gaze; 

House-top and balcony 

Clustered with women^ who throw back their veils^ 

VOL. U A 
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With tmiinpeded and imaHate sigbt 

To view the Aineral pomp which paneB by. 

As if the moumfbl rite 

Were but to them 9 scene of joyance and delight 

Vainly, 3^0 blessed twinklers of ^ night, 
Your feeble beams ye shed. 
Quenched in the unnatural light which might out-star< 
Even the broad eye of day ; 
And thou from thy celestial way 
Pourest, O Moon, an inefiectual ray ! 
For lo i ten thousand torches flame and flare 
Upon the midnight air. 
Blotting the lights of heaven 
With one portentous glare. 
Behold the fragrant smoke in many a fold, 
Ascending floats along the fiery sky. 
And hangeth visible on high, 
A dark and waving canopy* 

Hark 1 ^is the funeral trumpet's breath I 



r. : iTBM KUNXBAL. ! 

Tis the diige of death,! 

At once teb thousand druniB begin. 

With one kog thuilder-peal the ear assailing ; 

Ten thousand volcte thien join in. 

And with pn^ deep and general din 

Pour their wild wailing. 

Hie song'of praise is drown'd 

Amid dial deafening sound ; 

You hear no'mofte the trumpet's tone. 

You hbwr no more thlB mourner's moan, 

Tho' the trumpet^s breath, and the dirge of death, 

Mingle and' swell the fiineral yell. 

But rising over ail ih one acclaim 

Is heard the echoed and re-echoed name, 

Ffom all that QOuiltless rOut : 

Arvalan! Arvalanl * 

Arvaliah! Arvalan! 

Ten times ten thousand voices in one shout 

Call Arvalan i The overpowering sound. 

From house to house repeated rings about, 

From tower to tower rolls round. 
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The death-procession moves along ; 

Their bald heads shining to the torches ray. 

The Bramins lead the way, 

Chaunting the funeral song. 

And now at once thej shout 

Arralan! Anralan! 

With quick rebound of sound> 

All in accordant cry, 

Arvajan! Arvalan! 

The universal multitude reply* 

In vain ye thunder on his ear the name ! 

Would ye awake the dead ? 

Borne upright in his palankeen, 

There Arvalan is seen ! 

A glow is on his face, • • . a lively red ; 

It is the crimson canopy 

Which o'er his cheek the reddening shade hath shed 

He movesy • • • he nods his head« • • . 

But the motion comes from the bearers' tread. 

As the body, borne aloft in state. 
Sways with the impulse of its own dead weight. 
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Close foDowing his dead son, Kehama came. 
Nor joining in the ritual song. 
Nor calling the dear name ; 
^ With head deprest and funeral vc^t. 

And arms enfolded on his breast. 

Silent and lost in thought he moves along. 

King of the world, his slaves unenvying now 

Behold their wretched Lord ; rejoiced they see 

The mighty Rajah's misery ; 

For nature in his pride hath dealt the blow. 

And taught the master of mankind to know 

Even he himself is man, and not exempt from woe. 

O sight of grief! the wives of Arvalan 

Young Azla, young Nealliny, are seen ! 

Their widow-robes of white, 

With gold and jewels bright. 

Each like an Eastern qiieen. 

Woe ! woe i around their palankeen. 

As on a bridal day. 
With symphony, and dance, and song, 
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Their kindred and their friends come on. 

The dance of sacrifice i the funeral song ! 

And next the vidfcimillaves in long array. 

Richly bedight to grace the £Eital day, 

: Move onward to their death ; 

The clarions* stirring breath 

Lifts their thin robes in every flowing fold. 

And swells the woven gold. 

That on the agitated air 

Trembles, and glitters to the torches glare. 

A man and maid of aspect wan and wild. 
Then, side by side, by bowmen guarded, came. 

O wretched father ! O unhappjr child ! 
Thenv were all eyes of all the throng exploring • . . 

Is diis the daring man 

Who raised his fatid hand at Arvalan ? 

Is this tl^e wretch condmn'd to feel 

Kehama's dreadful wrath ? 

Them were aU hearts of all the throng deploringi 

For not in that innumerable throng 
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Was one who bv^d the dead ; for who could know 

What aggravated wrong 

Provok'd the desperate blow ! 

Far, fSEur behind, beyond all reach of sight, 

In ordered files the torches flow along. 
One e¥er4engthening line of gliding l^gfat: 

Far • • . fiur behind, 

Bolis on the undisliitguishable clamour» 

Ofhorn, and tnimp, and tambour; 

Incessant as the roar 

Of streams whidi down the wintry mountain pour. 

And bttder than the dread oommotbn 

Of stormy billows on a rocky shore. 

When the winds rage over the waves. 

And Ocean to the Tempest raves* 

And now toward the bank they go. 
Where, winding on their way bdow, 

De^aiid strong the waters flow. 

' Here detii the funeral pile Iqppear 

With myrth and ambergris bestrew'dj 
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And built of precious sandal wood. 

They cease their music and their outcry here ; 

Gently they rest the bier : 

They wet the &ce of Arvalan, 

No sign of life the sprinkled drops excite ; 

They feel his breast, ... no motion there ; 

They feel his lips, ... no breath ; 

FjQr not with feeblei nor with erring hand. 

The stem avenger dealt the blow of death. 

Then with a doubling peal and deeper blast, 

The tambours and the trumpets sound on high. 

And with a last and loudest cry 

They call on Arvalaii« 

Woe! wo^ ! for Azla takes her seat 

Upon the funeral pile ! 

Calmly she took h&r seat. 

Calmly the whole terrific pomp surveyed ; 

As on her lap the while 

The lifeless head of Arval^ was laid. 

Woe! woe! Nealliny^ 
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The young Neallioy ! 

They strip her omamenU away. 

Bracelet and anklet, ring, and chain, and zone ; 

Around her neck they leave 

Tjjke marriage knot akme, • • • 

That marriage band, which when 

Yon waning moon was young. 

Around her virgin neck 

With bridal joy was hung. 

Then with white flowers, the coronal of death, 

Her jetty locks they crown. 

O sight of misery ! 

You cannot hear her cries, • • • all other sound 

In that wild dissonance is drovm'd ; . . . 

But in her &ce you see 

The supplication and the agony, • . • 

See in her swelling throat the desperate strength 

That with vain effort struggles yet for life ; 

Her arms contracted now in fruitless strife. 

Now wildly i^t full leiigth 
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Towards the ^owd in vain for pity spread, • . . 
They force her (m, they bind her to the dead. 

Then all around retire ; 

Circling the pile, the ministring Bramins stand, 

Each lifting in his hand a torch on fire. 

Alone the Fatlier of the dead advanced 

And lit the funeral pyre* 

At once on every side 
The circUng torches drop. 

At once on every side 
The fragrant oil is pour'd. 

At once on every side 

The rapid flames rush up. 

Then hand in hlbid the victim band 

Roll in the dance around the funeral pyre ; 

Their garments flying folds 

Float inward to the fire. 

In drunken whirl they wheel around ; 

One drops, • . • another plunges in; 
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And still with overwhelmiog din 

The tambours and the trumpets sound ; 

And clap of hand,* and shouts, and cries. 

From all the multitude arise : 

While round and round, in giddy wheel* 

Intoxicate they roll and reel. 

Till one by one whirl'd in they &n. 

And the devouring flames have swallowed all. 

Then all was still ; the drums and clarions ceas'd; 
The multitude were hush'd in silent awe ; 
Only the roaring of the flames was heard. 
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Had I not speli-secur'd thee from disease. 

Fire, sword, • • . all common accidents of man, • • • 

And thou ! • • .fool, fool • it • to perish by a stake 1 

And by a peasant's arm ! • • • 

Even now, when from' reluctant Heaven, 

Forcing new gifts and mightier attributes. 

So soon I should have quell'd'llie Death-God's power* 

Waste not ihy wrath on me, quoth Arvalah, 
It was my hour of folly ! Fate prevaiPd, 
Nor boots it to reproaich me that I felL 
I am in misery, leather ! Other souls 
Predoom'd to Indra'« H^y^n, enjoy the dawn 
Of bliss, ... to them the tempered elements 
Minister joy : genial delight the sun 
Sheds on their happy beings smid the stars 
Efiuse on them benignant influences ; 
And thus o'er earth and air they roam at will. 
And when the number of thefr days is full. 
Go fearlessly before the awful throne* 
But I, . • «all naked feeling and raw life,. •• 



II. THXCUmtE. 15 

What worse than thiflhath Yainen's hell m store? 
If ever thou didst love me, mercy. Father ! 
Save me, for thou canst save : • • • the Elements 
Know and -obey thy voice. 

. Kehama* 

The Elements 
Shall torture thee no more ; even while I speak 
Already dost thou feel their power is gone. 
Fear not ! I cannot call again the past. 
Fate hath made that its own ; but Fate shall yield 
To me the fUture ; and thy doom be fixM 
By mine, not Yamen's will* Meantime all power 
WheredTthy feeble spirit can be made 
PartidpUnt, I give* Is there aught else 

To mitigate thy lot ? 

Arvalan. 
Only the sight of vengeance. Give me that ! 
Vengeance, full worthy vengeance! ... not the stroke 
Of sudden punishment, • • t no agony 
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That spends itself and leaves the wretch at rest. 
But lasting long revenge. 

Kehama. 
What, boy? is that cup sweet? then take thyfill ! 

So as he spake, a glow of dreadful pride 
Inflam'd his cheek : with quick and angry stride 

He mov'd toward the pile. 

And raia'd his hand to hush the crowd, and cried. 

Bring forth the murderer ! At the Rajah's voice. 

Calmly, and like a man whom fear had stunn'd, 

Ladurlad came, obedient to the calL 

But Kailyal started at the sound. 

And gave a womanly shriek, and back she drew. 

And eagerly she roU'd her eyes around^ 

As if to seek for aid, albeit she knew 

No aid could there be found. 

It chanced that n^ar her on the river-brink^ 

The sculptured form of Marriataly stood i 

It was an idol roughly hewn of wood,^ 
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Artless, and poor, and rude. 

The Goddess of the poor was she ; 

None else regarded her with piety. 

But when that holy image Kailyal view'd^ 

To that she sprung, to that she dung, 

On her own goddess with close-clasping arms, 

For life the maiden hung. 

They seiz'd the maid ; with unrelenting grasp 

They bruis'd her tender limbs ; 

She, nothing yielding, to this only hope 

Clings with the strength of frenzy and despair. 

She screams not now, she breathes not now. 

She sends not up one vow. 

She fcmns not in her soul one secret prayer. 

All thought, all feeling, and all powers of life 

In the one e£Port centering. Wrathful they 

With tug and strain would force the maid away ; • • 

Didst thou, O Marriataly, se^ their strife f 

In pity didst thou see the su&ring maid ? 

Or was thine anger kindled, that rude hands 

Assail'd thy holy image ? • * • far behold 
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The holy image shakes ! 
Irreverently bold, they deem the maid 
Relax'd her stubborn hold. 
And now with force redoubled drag their prey; 
And now the rooted idol to their sway 
BeAdsy.yieidsy.and now it falls. Butthenthey 
scream. 
For lo ! they feel the crumbling bank give way» 
And all are plunged into the stream. 
She hath escaped my will, Kehama cried. 
She hath escap'd, • . . but thou art here^ 
I have thee still. 
The worser criminal ! 
And on Ladurlad, while he spake, ^severe 
He fix'd Iix9 dreadftd frown. 
The strong reflection of the pile 
Lit his dark lineaments. 
Lit the protruded brow, the gathered fr(»it. 
The steady eye of wrath. " 

But while the feaifd silence yet endur'd, 
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La4urlad rous'd his soul ; 

Ere yet the Tolce of destiny 

Which trembled on the Rajah's lips was loos'd. 

Eager he interposed, 

As if despair had wakened him to hope ; 

Mercy ! oh mercy ! only in defence • • • 

Only instinctively, • • • 

Only to save my child, I smote the Prince. 

King of the world, be merciful ! 

Crush me, • • • but torture not! 

The Man- Ahnigfaty deigh'd him no r^ly. 

Still he stood silent ; in no human mood 

Of mercy, in no hesitating thought 

Of right and justice* At the length he rais'd 

His brow yet unrelax'd, • • • his lips unclos'd. 

And uttered from the heart. 

With the whole feeling of his soul enforced, 

The gathered vengeance came. 

I charm thy life 
From the weapcms of strife. 
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From stone and from wood. 

From fire and from flood. 

From the serpent's tooth. 

And the beasts of blood: 

From Sickness I charm thee. 

And Time shall not harm thee, 

But Earth which is mine. 

Its fruits shall deny thee ; 

And Water shall hear me. 

And know thee and fly thee ; 

And the Winds shall not touch thee 

WheQ they pass by thee, 

And the Dews shall not wet thee. 

When they fall nigh thee : 

And thou shalt seek Death 

To release thee, in vain ; 

Thou shalt live in thy pain. 

While Kehama shall reign. 

With a fire in thy heart. 

And a fire in thy brain ; 

And sleep shall obey me, 



It. THE CURSE. 21 

And visit thee never. 

And the curse shall be on thee 
For ever and ever. 

There where the Curse had stricken him. 

There stood the miserable man. 

There stood Ladurlad, with loose-hanging arms. 

And eyes of idiot wandering. 

Was it a dream i alas. 

He heard the river flow, 

He heard the crumbling of the pile. 

He heard the wind which showered 

The thin white ashes round. 

There motionless he stood. 

As if he hop'd it were a dream. 

And fear'd to move, lest he should prove 

The actual misery; 

And still at times he met Kehama's eye, 

Kehama's eye that fastened on him stiH. 



IIL 



THE RECOVERY. 



t%i R4>^ tum'd toward the pile agniy 

V^Mi t€ee the soi^ of death from all the crowd; 

Their din the inatniments begin^ 

At once agam join in 

Whh oirerwhelming'soundi 

Ladurlad startiE^ • . • he looks around* 

What hast thoa here in view, 

O wretcbed man ! in this dkastrous scene ? 

The jsoMier train, the Biiamins who renew 

Their ministry around the funeral pyre. 

The empty palankeens. 

The dimly-fading fire^ 



in* THE RECOTXRT. 23 

Where too is she whom most his heart held dear. 

His best-beloved Kailyal, where is Ae, 

The solace and the joy oTmany a year 

Of widowhood! is she then gone. 

And is he left ail-utterly alone. 

To bear his blasting corse, and none 

To succoor or deplore him ? 

He staggers from the dreadful spot ; the throng 

Give way in fear before him ; 

Like coe who carries pestilence about. 

Shuddering they shun him, where he moves along. 

And now he wanders on 

Beyond the noisy rout i 

He cannot fly and leave his curse behind, 

Yet doth he seem to find 

A comfinrt in the change of circumstance. 

Adown the shore he strays. 

Unknowing where his wretched feet shall rest, 

But farthest from the fatal place is best. 

By tlus in the orient ricy appears the gleam 

8 
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Of day. Lo ! what is yonder in the stream, 

Down the slow river floating slow. 

In distance indistinct and dimly seen ? 

The childless one with idle eye 

Followed its motion thoughtlessly ; 

Idly he gaz'd^ unknowing why, 

Aiid half unconscious that he watch'd its way. 

Belike it is a tree 

Which some rude tempest, in its sudden sway, 

Tore from the rock, or from the hollow shore 

The undermining stream hath swept away* 

But when anon outswelling by its side, 

A woman's robe he spied. 

Oh then Ladurlad started, 

As one, who in his grave 

Had heard an angel's call. 

Yea) Marriataly, thou hast deign'd to save ! 

Yea, Goddess ! it is she^ 

Kailyal, still clinging senselessly 

To thy dear image, and in happy hour 
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Upborne amid the ware 
By that preserving power. 

Headlong in hope and in joy 

Ladurlad dash'd in the water. 

The water knew Kehama's speU, 

The water shrunk before him* 

Blind to the miracle. 

He rushed to his daughter. 

And treads the river-depihs in transport wild. 

And clasps and sftves his child. 

Upon the fiurther side a level shore 

Of sand was spread: thither Ladurlad bore 

His daughter, holding still with senseless hand 

The saving Goddess ; there upon the sand 

He laid the livid maid, 

Rais'd up against his knees her drooping head; 

Bent to her lips, . • • her lips as pale as death, . • • 

If he might feel her breath. 
His own the while in hope and dread suspended ; 

VOL. !• B 
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ChaPd her cold breast, and ever and anon 
Let his hand rest, upon her heart extended. 

Soon did his touch perceive, or fancy there, 

The first faint motion of returning life. 

He chafes her feet, and lays them bare 

In the sun ; and now again upon her breast 

Lays his hot hand; and now her lips he prest. 

For now the stronger throb of life he knew: 

And her lips tremble too ! 

The breath comes palpably, ' 

Her quivering lids unclose, 

Feebly and feebly fall, 

Relapsing as it seem'd to dead repose. 

So in her father's arms thus languidly. 

While over her with earnest gaze he hung, 

Silent and motionless she lay. 

And painfully and slowly writh'd at fits. 

At fits to short convulsive starts was stung. 

Till when the struggle and strong agony 
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• 

Had left her, quietly she lay repos'd ; 

Her eyes now resting on Ladurlad's fiice. 

Reliving now, and now again unclos'd. 

The look she fix'd upon his &ce» implies 

Nor thought nor feeling ; senselessly she lies, 

Composed like one who sleeps with open eyes. 

Long he leant oyer her. 

In silence and in fear. 

Kailyal ! • • • at length he cried in such a tone. 

As a poor mother ventures who draws near. 

With sQent footstep, to her child's sick bed. 

My Father! cried the maid, and rais'd her head. 

Awakening then to life and thought, • • • thou here i 

For when his voice she heard, 

The dreadful past recurr'd. 

Which dimly, like a dream of pain, 

T31 now with troubled sense confus'd her brain. 

And hath he spar'd us then ? she cried, 
^ Half rising as she spake. 
For hope and joy the sudden strength supplied ; 
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In mercy bath he curb'd his cruel w31. 

That 8tiU thou livest ? But as thus she said. 

Impatient of that look of hope, her sire 

Shook hastily his head ; 
Oh.! he hath laid a Curse upon my life, 

A clinging curse, quoth he ; 

Hath sent a fire into my heart and brain, 

A burning fire, for ever there to be ! 

The winds of Heaven must never breathe on me ; 

The rains and dews must never fidl on me ; 

Water must mode my thirst and shrink from me ; 

The conmion earth must yield no fruit to me ; 

Sleep, blessed Sleep! must never light on me ; 

And Death, who cpmes to all, must fly from me ; 

And never, never set Ladurlad free* 

This is a dream ! exclaim'd the incredulous maid, 

Yet in her voice the while a fear exprest, 

Which in her larger eye was manifest* 

This b a dream ! she rose and laid her hand 

Upon her ftther's brow, to try the charm ; 

8 
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He could not bear the pressure there ;••• he shrunk, •• . 

He warded off her arm, . 

m 

As though it were an enemy's blow, he smote 

His daughter's arm aside. 

Her eye glanced down, his mantle she eqpied 

And caught it up; ... Oh misery ! Kailyal cried. 

He bore me from the river-depths, and yet 

His garment is not wet I 



IV. 



THE DEPARTURE. 



Reclin'd beneath a Cocoa's feathery shade 

Ladurlad lies, 

And Kailyal on his lap her head hath laid. 

To hide her streaming eyes. 

The boatman, sailing on his easy way, 

With envious eye beheld them where they lay; 

For every herb and flower 

Was fresh and fragrant with the early dew. 

Sweet sung the birds in that delicious hour. 

And the cool gale of morning as it blew. 

Not yet subdued by day's increasing power, 



• 
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Ruffling the surface of the silvery stream, 

Swept o'er the moisten'd sand, and raised no shower. 

Telling their tale of love, 

Tlie boatman thought they lay 

At that lone hour, and who so blest as they ! 

But now the Sun in heaven is high^ 

The little songsters of the sky 

Sit silent in the sultry hour. 

They pant and palpitate with heat; 

Their bills are open languidly 

To catch the passing air ; 

They hear it not, they feel it no^ 

It murmurs not, it moves not. 

The boatman, as he looks to land. 

Admires what men so mad to linger there. 

For yonder Cocoa's shade behind them Alls, 

A single spot upon the burning sand. 

There all the morning was Ladurlad laid, 
Silent and motionless, like one at ease ; 
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There motionless upon her fiuher's knees, 

Reclined the silent maid. 

The man was still, pondering with steady mind, 

As if it were another's Curse, 

His own portentous lot ; 

• 

Scanning it o'er and o'er in busy thought. 

As though it were a last night's tale of woe, 

Before the cottage door. 

By some old beldame sung. 

While young and old assembled round. 

Listened, as if by witchery bound. 

In fearftd pleasure to her wonderous tongue. 

Musing so long he lay, that all things seem 

Unrei^ to his sense, even like a dream, 

A monstrous dream of things which could not be. 

That beatiog, burning brow, • . • why it was now 

The height of noon, and he was lying there 

In the broad sun, all bare ! 

What if he felt no wind ? the air was still, 

That was the general will 
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Of nature^ not his own peculiar doom; 

Yon rows of rice erect and silent stand, 

The shadow of the Cocoa's lightest plume 

Is steady on the sand* 

Is it indeed a dream ? he rose to try. 

Impatient to the water-side he went. 

And down he bent. 

And in the stream he plung'd his hasty arm 

To break the visionary charm. 

With fearful eye and fearful heart. 

His daughter watch'd the event ; 

She saw the start and shudder. 

She heard the in-drawn groan. 

For the Water knew Kehama's charm. 

The Water shrunk before his arm. 

His dry hand movM about unmoisten'd there ; 

As easily might that dry hand avail 

To stop the passing gale. 

Or grasp the impassive air. 

He is Almighty then ! 

Exclaim'd the wretched man in his despair ; 
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Air knows him, Water knows him ; Sleep 

His dreadful word will keep ; 

Even in the grave there is no rest for me, 

Cut off from that last hope, • • • the wretches joy ; 

And Veeshnoo hath no power to save^ 

Nor Seeva to destroy. 

Oh ! wrong not them ! quoth E^yal, 

Wrong not the Heavenly Powers ! 

Our hope is all in them : They are not blind ! 

And lighter wrongs than ours. 

And lighter crimes than his. 

Have drawn the Incarnate down among mankind. 

Already have the Immortals heard our cries. 

And in the mercy of their righteousness 

Beheld us in the hour of our distress ! 

She spake with streaming eyes. 

Where pious love and ardent feeling beam. 

And turning to the Image, threw 

Her grateful armsVaround it, . . • It was thou 

Who saved'st me from the stream \ 
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My Marriataly, it was tlum ! 

I had not else been here 

To share my Father's Curse, 

To soffisr noW| • • • and yet to thank thee thus! 

Here then, the maiden cried, dear Father, here 

Raise our own Goddess, our divine Preserver I 

The m^ty of the earth despise her rites. 

She loves the poor who serve her. 

Set up her image here. 

With heart and voice the guardian Goddess bless, 

For jealously would she resent 

Neglect and thanklessness ; • • • 

Set up her image here. 

And bless her for her aid with tongue and soul sincere. 

So saying, on her knees the maid 

Began the pious toil. 

Soon their joint labour scoops the easy soil ; 

They raise the image up with reverent hand. 

And round its rooted base they heap the ftand. 
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O Thou whom we adore^ 
' O Marriataly, thee do I implore, 
The virgin cried; my Goddess, pardon thou 
The unwilling wrong, that I no more. 

With dance and song, 

C^n do thy daily service^ as of yore I 

The flowers which last I wreathed around thy brow, 

Are withering there ; and never now 

• 

Shall I at eve adore thee. 

And swimming round with arms outspread, 

Poise the full pitcher on my head. 

In dextrous dance before thee ; 

While imdemeath the reedy shed, at rest 

My father sate the evening rites to view. 

And blest thy name, and blest 

His daughter too. 

Then heaving from her heart a heavy sigh, 
O Goddess! from that happy home, cried she. 

The Almighty Man hath forced us ! 
And homeward with the thought unconsciously 
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She turnM her dizzy eye. . • . Bui there on high, 
With many a dome, and pinnacle, and spire. 

The smnmits of the Golden P&laces 

BlazM in the dark blue sky, aloft, like fire. 

Father, away ! she cried, away ! 

Why linger we so nigh ? 

For not to him hath Nature given 

Hie thousand eyes of Deity, 

Always and every where with open sights 

To persecute our flight ! 

Away . • . away ! she said. 

And took her father's hand, and like a child 

He followed where she led. 



V. 



THE SEPARATION. 



Evening comes on : arising from the stream, 
Homeward the tall flamingo wings his flight ; 
And where he sails athwart the setting beam. 
His scarlet plumage glows with deeper light. 
The Watchman, at the wish'd approach of night, 

Gladly forsakes the field, where he all day. 

To scare the winged plunderers from their prey, 

With shout and sling, on yonder clay-built height, 

Hath borne the sultry ray. 

Hark ! at the Golden Palaces^ 
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The Bramin strikes the hour. 

For leagues and leagues around, the brazen sound 

Rolk through the stillness of departing day, 

Like thunder far away. 

Behold them wandering on their hopeless way, 

Unknowing where they stray, 

Yet sure where'er they stop to find no rest. 

The evening gale is blowing. 

It plays among the trees ; 

Like plumes upon a warrior's crest. 

They see yon cocoas tossing to the breeze. 

Ladurlad views them with impatient mind^ 

Impatiently he hears 

The gale of evening blowing. 

The sound of waters flowing. 

As if all sights and sounds combined. 

To mock his irremediable woe ; 

For not for him the blessed waters flow, 

For not for him the gales of evening blow, 

A fire is in his heart and brain. 
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And Nature hath no healiiig fir liii pdm. 

The Moon is up^ stfll pale 

Amid the lingering liglit. 

A doud ascending in the eastern sky, 

Sails slowly o'er the vale. 

And darkens round and doses-in the night 

No hospitable house is nigh. 

No traveller's home the wanderers to invite. 

Forlorn, and with long watching overworn. 

The wretched father and the wretched child 

Lie down amid the wild. 

Before them full in sight, 

A white flag flapping to the winds of night, 

Marks where the tyger seiz'd his human prey. 

Far, far away with natural dread. 

Shunning the perilous i^ot. 

At other times abhorrent had they fled ; 

But now they heed it not. 

Nothing they care ; the boding death-flag now 
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In vain for them may gleam and flutter there. 

Despair and agony in him, 

Prevent all other thought ; 

And Kailyal hath no heart or sense for ought. 

Save her dear father's strange and miserable lot. 

There in the woodland shade, 

Upon the lap of that unhappy maid, . 

His head Ladurlad laid. 

And never word he spake ; 

Nor heav'd he one complaining sigh, 

Nor groan'd he with his misery, 

But silently for her dear sake 

Endur'd the raging pain. 

And now the moon was hid on high. 

No Stan were glimmerin]^ in the sky; 

She could not see her father's eye, 

How red with burning agony. 

Perhaps he maybe cooler now; 

She hoped, and long'd to touch his brow 

With gentle hand, yet did not dare 

To lay the painful pressure there. 
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Now forif ard from the tree she bent. 

And anxiously her head she leant. 

And listened to hb breath. 

Ladurlad^s breath was short and quick^ 

Yet regular it came. 

And like the slumber of the sick. 

In pantings still the same. 

Oh if he sleeps ! . . . her lips unclose. 

Intently listening to the sound. 

That equal sound so like repose. 

Still quietly the sufferer lies. 

Bearing his torment now with resolute will ; 

He neither moves, nor groans, nor sighs* 

Doth satiate cruelty bestow 

This little respite to his woe, 

She thought, or are there Gods who look below I 

Perchance, thought Kailyal, willingly deceiv'd. 

Our Marriataly hath his pain relieved. 

And she hath bade the blessed sleep assuage 

His agony, despite the Rajah^s rage. 
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That was a hope which filPd her gushmg eyes, 

And made her heart in silent yearnings rise, 

To bless the Power divine in thankfulness. 

And yielding to that joyiful thought her mind, 

Backward the maid her aching head redin'd 

Against the tree, and to her fether's breath 

In fear she hearken'd still with earnest ear. 

But soon forgetful fits the efibrt broke : 

In starts of recollection then she woke, 

Till now benignant Nature overcame 

The Virgin's weary and exhausted frame. 

Nor able more her painful watch to keep. 

She closed her heavy lids, and sunk to sleep. 

Vain was her hope ! he did not rest from pain. 

The Curse was burning in his brain. 

Alas ! the innocent maiden thought he slept. 

But Sleep the Rajah's dread commandment kept, 

Sleep knew iKehama's Curse. 

The dews of night fell roimd them now. 

They never bath'd Ladurlad's brow. 
They knew Kehama's Curse, 
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The night-wind is abroad, 

Aloft it moves among the stirring trees. 

He only heard the breeze, • • . 

No healing aid to him it brought. 

It play'd around his head and touched him not, 

It knew Kehama's Curse. 

Listening, Ladurlad lay in his despair, 

If Kailyal slept, for wherefore should she share 

Her fether's wretchedness which none could cure? 

Better alone to suffer; he must bear 

The burthen of his Curse, but why endure 

The unavailing presence of her grief? 

She too, apart from him, might find relief; 

For dead the Rajah deem'd her, and as thus 

Already she his dread revenge had fled. 

So might she still escape and live secure. 

Gently he lifts his head, 
And Kailyal does not feel ; 
Gently he rises up, . • • she slumbers still ; 
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Gently he steals away with silent tread. 
Anon she started, for she felt him gone ; 
She called, and through the stillness of the night, 
His step was heard in flight- 
Mistrustful for a moment of the sound. 
She listens! till the step is heard no more; 
But then she knows that he indeed is gone, 
And with a thrilling shriek she rushes on. 
The darkness and the wood impede her speed ; 
She lifls her voice again, 
Ladurlad !..• and again, alike in vain. 
And with a louder cry 
Straining its tone to hoarseness ; . . . fiur away. 

Selfish in misery. 
He heard the call and faster did he fly. 

She leans against that tree whose jutting bough 

Smote her so rudely. Her poor heart 

How audibly it panted. 

With sudden stop and start; 

Her breath how" short and painfully it came ! 
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Hark! all is still around her, •• w 
And the night so utterly dark, 

• 

She opened her eyes and she closed them. 
And the blackness and blank were the same. 

Twas like a dream of horror, and she stood 

Half doubting whether all indeed were true. 

A Tyger's howl loud echoing through the wood, 

Bous*d her ; the dreadful sound she kn iWf 

And turn'd instinctively to what she fear'd. 

Far off the Tyger's hungry howl was heard; 

A nearer horror met the maiden's view. 

For right before her a dim form appeared, 

A human form in that black night. 

Distinctly shaped by its own lurid light, 

Such light as the sickly moon is seen to shed, 

Through spell-rais'd fogs, a bloody baleful red. 

* That Spectre fix'd his eyes upon her full ; 
The light which shone in their accursed orbs 

Wad like a light from Hell, 
And it grew deeper, kindling with the view. 
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She could not turn her sight 

From that infernal gaze^ which like a spell 

Bound her^ and held her rooted to the ground* 

It palsied every power ; 

Her limbs avail'd her not in that dread hour. 

There was no moving thence. 

Thought, memory, sense were gone : 

She heard not now the Tyger's nearer cry, 

She thought not on her father now. 

Her cold heart's-blood ran back. 

Her hand lay senseless on the bough it clasp'd, 

Her feet were motionless ; 

Her fascinated eyes 

lake the stone eye-balls of a statue fix'd. 

Vet conscious of the sight that blasted them. 

The wind is abroad, 

« 

It opens the clouds ; 

Scattered before the gale, 

They skurry through the sky^ 

And the darkness retiring rolls over the vale* 

The stars in their beauty come forth oh high, 
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And through the dariL-Uoe night 
The moon rides on triumphant, broad «id bright 
Distinct and darkening in her light 
Appears that Spectre fouL 
The moon beam gives his &ce and form to sight, 

The shape of man. 

The living form and &ce of Arvalan ! . • • 

His hands are spread to clasp her. 

But at that sight of dread the maid awoke ; 

As if a lightning-stroke 

Had burst the spell of fear. 

Away she broke all franticly and fled. 

There stood a temple near beside the way. 

An open fane of Pollear, gende God, 

To whom the travellers for protection pray. 

With elephantine head and eye severe. 

Here stood his image, such as when he seiz'd 

And tore the rebel giant from the ground, 

With mighty trunk wreath'd round 

His impotent bulk, and on his tusks, on high 
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Impaled upheld him between earth and sky^ 

Thither the affirighted maiden sped her flight. 

And she hath reached the place of sanctuary; 

And now within the temple in despite. 

Yea, even before the altar, in his sight, 

Hath Arvalan with fleshly arm of might 

Seiz'd her. That instant the insulted God 

Caught him aloft, and from his sinuous grasp, 

As if from some tort •catapult let Ioom^ 

Over ibe forest hurPd him all abroad. 

O'efcome wiA dread, 

She tarried not to see what heavenly power 

Had saved her in that hour. 

Breathless and faint she fled. 

And now her foot struck on the knotted root 

Of a broad maachineil, and thare the maid 

Fell senselessly bencAth the deadly shade* 
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Shall this then be thy fate, O lovely Maid, 

ThuBi Kailyal, muBt thy sorrows then be ended! 

Her face upon the ground. 

Her arms at length extended. 

There like a corpse behold her laid, 

Beneath the deadly shade. 

What if the hungry Tyger, prowling by, 

Should snuff his banquet nigh ? 

Alas, Death needs not now his ministry ; 

The baleful boughs hang o'er her. 

The poison-dews descend. 
What power wiU now restore her. 
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What God will be her friend i 

Bright and so beautiful was that £Eur nigh^ 

It might have calm*d the gay anud their mirths 

And given the wretched a delight in tears. 

One of the Glendoveers, 

The loveliest race of all of heavenly birth. 

Hovering with gentle motion o'er the earth. 

Amid the moonlight air, 

In sportive flight was floating round and romid# 

Unknowing where his joyous way was tending. 

He saw the maid where motionless she lay, 

And stoopt his flight descending. 

And raised her from the ground* 

Her heavy eye-lids are half closed, 

Her cheeks are pale and livid like the dead^ 

Down hang her loose arms lifelessly, 

Down hangs her languid head* / 

With timely pity touch'd for one so fair, • 
The gentle Glendoveer 
Prest her thus pale and senseless to his breast, 
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And springs aloft in air with sinewy wings. 

And bears the Maiden there. 
Where Himakoot, the holy Mount, on high 

FVom mid-earth rising in mid-Heaven, 

Shines in its gloiy like the throne of Even. 

Soaring with strenuous flight above. 

He bears her to the blessed Grove, 

Where in his ancient and august abodes, 

There dwells old Casyi^pa, the Sire of Gods. 

The Father of the Immortals sate, 

Where underneath the Tree of Life, 

The fountain of the Sacred River sprung : 

The Father of the Immortals bmil'd 

Benignant on his son. 

Knowest thou, he said, my child, 

Ereenia, knowest thou whom thou bringest here, 

A mortal to the holy atmosphere ? 

Erebnia. 
I found her in the Groves of Earth, 
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Beneath a poison-tree^ 

Tims lifeless as thou seest her. 

In pity have I brought her to these bowers, 

Not erring, Father ! by that smile • • . 

By that benignant eye ! 

Castapa. 

What if the maid be sinful ? if her ways 

Were ways of darkness, and her death predoom'd 

To that black hour of midnight, when the Moon 

Hath tum'd her face away, 

Unwilling to behold 
The unhappy end of guilt ? 

EaBENiA, 

Then what a lie, my Sire, were written here. 

In these fair characters ! and she had died, 

Sure proof of purer life and happier doom, 

Now in the moonlight, in the eye of Heaven, 

If I had left so fair a flower to fade. 

But thou, . • • all knowing as thou art, 

Why askest thou (rf'ma \ 
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O Father, oldest, holiest, wisest, best. 

To whom all things are plain. 

Why askest thou of me ? 

Casyapa. 
Koowest thou Kehama ? 

Ereenia, 

The Almighty Man ! 

Who knows not him and his tremendous power i 

The Tyrant of the Earth, 

The Enemy of Heaven ! 

Castafa. 

Fearest thou the Rajah ? 

Ereenia. 
He is terrible i 

Casyapa. 

Yea, he is terrible ! such power hath he 
That Hope hath entered HeU. 
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The Amiras and the spirits of the danm'd 

Acclaim their Hero ; Yamen, with the might 

Of Godhead, scarce can quell 

Tlie rebel race accurst; 

Half from their beds of torture they uprise. 

And half uproot their chains. 

Is there not fear in Heaven i 

The souls that are in bliss suspend their joy ; 

The danger hath disturbed 

The calm of Deity, 

And Brama fears, and V eeshnoo turns his &ce 

In doubt toward Seeva's throne. 

Erbshia. 

I have seen Indra tremble at his prayers, 

And at his dreadful penances turn pale. 

They daim and wrest from Seeva power so vast. 

That even Seeva's self. 

The Highest, cannot grant and be secure. 

Castapa. 
And darest thou^ Greenia, braye. 
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The Mnigli^ TyraDt'g poirer ? 

Erbevia* 
I brave kiniy Father ! I ? 

CaS¥APA. 

Darest thou brave his vengeance ^ ... for if not, 

Take her i^;ain to earthy 

Cast her before the tygeit in his path. 

Or where the death-dew-dropping tree 

May work Kehama's will. 

Ereenia. 

Never ! 

« 
Castapa. 

Then meet his wrath ! for he, even he. 

Hath set upon this worm his wanton foot. 

Ereenia. 

I knew her not, how wretcheid and how fair, 

"When here I wafted her:., .poor Child of Earthy 
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Shan I forsake thee, seeing thee so fair. 

So wretched ? O my Father, let the maid 

Dwell in the Sacred Ghrofe. 

Castafa. 

That most not be. 

For Force and Evil then would enter here ; 

Granges, the holy stream which cleanseth sm. 

Would flow from hence polluted in its springs. 

And they who gasp upon its banks in death. 

Feel no salvation* Piety and peace, 

And Wisdom, these are mine ; but not the power 

Which could protect her from the Almighty Man ; 

Nor when the spirit of dead Arvalan 

Should persecute her here to glut hb rage, 

To heap upon her yet more agony. 

And ripen more damnation for himself. 

Erebkia. 
Dead Arvalan i 
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Castapa. 

AH power to hinU) whereof 

The disembodied spirit in its state 

Of weakness could be made participant^ 

Kehama hath assigned, until his days 

Of wandering shall be numbered. 

Ereenia. 

Look ! she drinks 

The gale of healing from the blessed Groves. 

She stirSy and lo U her hand 
Hath touched the Holy River in its source. 
Who would have shrunk if aught impure were nigh 

Castapa. 
The Maiden, of a truth, is pure from siiu 

The waters of the holy Spring 

About the hand of Kailyal play ; 

They rise, they sparkle, and they sing, 



LeajMiig where languidly she lay. 
As if with that rejoicing stir 
The holy Spring would welcome her« 
The Tree of Life which o'er her spread. 
Benignant bow'd its sacred head. 
And dropt its dews of healing ; 
And her heart-blood at every breathy 
Recovering from the strife of death, 
Drew in new strength and feeling. 
Behold her beautiful in her repose, 
1 life-bloom reddening now her dark-brown cheek ; 
And lo ! her eyes unclose. 
Dark as the depth of Ganges' ^ring profound 
.When night hangs over it, 
Bright as the moon's refulgent beam, 
That quivers on its clear up-sparkling stream. 

Soon she let fall her lids. 
As one who, from a blissful dream 
, Waking to thoughts of pain. 
Fain would return to sleep, and dream agaiib 
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Disftrustful of the sigfal. 

She moves not, fearing to disturb 

The deep and full delig^ 

In wonder Sa^d, opening again her eye 

She gazes silently. 

Thinking her mortal pi^rhnage was past, 

That she had reaeh'd her hearenly hcnne of rest, 

And these were Gods before her. 

Or spirits of the blest. 

Lo I at Ere^iia's roice^ 
A Ship of Heaven comes sailing down the skies* 
Where wouldst thou bear her ? cries 
The ancient Sire of Gods- 
Straight to the Swerga, to my bower of bliss^ 
The Glendoveer replies. 
To Indra's own abodes. 
Foe of her foe, were it ak)ne for this 
Indra should guard her from his vengeance there; 
But if the God forbear, 

Unwilling yet the perilous strife to try, 

8 
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)r shrinking from the dreadful Rajah*8 might, • • • 

Weak as I am, O Father, even I 

Stand forth in Seeva's sight 

Trust thou in him whatever hetide. 

And stand forth fearlessly ! 

The Sire of Gods replied : 

All that he wills is right, and doubt not thou, 

Howe'er our feeble scope of sight 

May fiul us now. 

His righteous wiU in ail things must be done* 

My blessmg be upon thee, O my sonl 
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Then in the Ship of Heaven, Ereenia laid 

The waking, wondering Maid ; 

The Ship of Hearen, instinct with thought, displayed 

It! living sail, and glides along the sky. 

On either side in wavy tide, 

The olouds of morn along its path divide ; 

The Winds who swept in wild career on high, 

Before its presence check their charmed force ; 

The Winds that loitering lagg'd along their coursCi 

Around the living Bark enamour'd play. 
Swell underneath the sail, and sing before its way. 
That Bark, in shape, was like the furrowed shell 
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Wherein the Sea-Nymphs to their parent-kingi 

On festal day, their duteous offerings bring. 

Its hue ? . • • Go watch the last green light 

Ere Evening 3rields the western sky to Night ; 

Or fix upon the Sun thy strenuous sight 

Jill thou hast reached its orb of chrysolite, 

The sail from end to end displayed 

Bent, like a rainbow, o'er the Maid, 

An Angel's head, with visual eye. 

Through trackless space, directs its chosen way ; 

Nor aid of wing, nor foot, nor fin. 

Requires to voyage o'er the obedient slqr* 

Smooth as the S¥iran when not a breeze at even 

Disturbs the surface of the silver stream. 

Through air and sunshine sails the Ship of Heaven. 

Recumbent there the Maiden glides along 

On her aerial way, 

How swift she feels not, though the swiftest wind 

Had flagg'd in flight behind. 

Motionless as a sleeping babe she lay, 
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And all serene in mindy 

Feeling no fear ; for that etberial air 

With iuch new life and joyance filPd her hetrti 

Fear could not enter there ; 

For sure she deemM her mortal part was o^er, 

And she was sailing to the hearenly shore; 

And that angelic form, who mov'd beside, 

Was some good Spirit sent to be her guide. 

Daughter of Earth ! therein thou deem'st aright, 

And never yet did form more beautiful, 

In dreams of night descending from on high. 

Bless the religious Virgin's gifted sight. 

Nor, like a vision of delight. 

Rise on the raptured Poet's inward eye. 

Of human form divine was he. 

The immortal Youth of Heaven who floated by. 

Even such as that divinest form shall be 

In those blest stages of our onward race. 

When no infirmity. 

Low thought, nor base desire, nor wasting care^ 
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Defiice the semblance of our heavenly sire. 
The wings (tf Eag^ or (tf Cherubim 

Had seemed unworthy him : 

Angelic power and dignity and grace 

Were in his glorious pennons ; from the neck 

Down to die anlde reached their swelfing web. 

Richer than robes of Tjnrian die, that deck 

Imperial majesty : 
Their colour like the winter's moonless sky 

When all the stars of midnight's canopy 
Siine forth ; or like the azure deep at noon, 
Reflecting back to heaven a brighter blue^ 
ich was their tint when dos'd, but when outspread. 

The permeating light 
Shed through their substance thm a varying hue ; 

Now bright as when the Rose, 

Beauteous as fragrant, gives to scent and sight 

A like delight ; now like the juice that flows 

From Douro's generous vine, 

Or ruby when with deepest red it glows ; 

Or as the morning clouds refulgent shine 
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When, at forthcoming of thie Lord of Day, 

The Orient, like a shrine. 

Kindles as it receives the rising ray. 

And heralding his way. 

Proclaims the presence of the power divine^ 

Thus glorious were the wings 

Of that celestial Spirit, as he went 

Disporting through his native elemenL 

Nor these alone 

The gorgeous beauties that they gave to view : 

Through the broad membrane branched a pliant bone. 

Spreading like fibres from their parent stem ; 

Its veins like interwoven silver shone. 

Or as the chaster hue 

Of pearls that grace some Sultan's diadem. 

Now with slow stroke and strong, behold him smite 

The buoyant air, and now in gentler flight. 

On motionless wing expanded, shoot along. 

Through air and sunshine sails the Ship of Heaven. 
Far &r beneath them lies 
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The gross and heavy atmosphere of earth i 

And with the Swerga gales, 

The Maid of mortal birth 

At every breath a new delight inhales. 

And now towards its port the Ship of Heaven^ 

Swift as a idling meteor, shapes its flightf 

Yet gently as the dews of night that gem. 

And do not bend the hare-bell's slenderest stem* 

Daughter of Earth, Ereenia cried* alight. 

This is thy place of rest, the Swerga this, 

Lo, here my bower of bliss ! 

He furPd his azure wings, which round him fold 

Graceful as robes of Grecian chief of old. 

The hiqppy Kailyal knew not where to gaze, 

Her eyes around in joyful wonder roam. 

Now tum'd upon the lovely Glendoveer, 

Now on his heavenly home. 

Ereenia. 
Here, Maiden, rest in peace. 
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And I will guard thee^ £eMe as I am. 

The Almighty Rajah shall not hann thee here; 

While Indra keeps his throne. 

Kailtau 
^ Alas, thoa fearest him ! 

Immortal as thou art^ thou fearest him ! 
I thought that death had sav'd me from his powc 
Not eren the dead are safe. 

Erkenia. 
Long years of life and happiness, 

O Child of Earth, be thine I 

From death I sav'd thee, and from all thy foes 

Will save thee, while the Swerga is secure. 

Kailyai.. 

Not me alone, O gentle Deveta ! 

I have a father suffering upon earth, 

A persecuted, wretched, poor, good man, 

For whose strange misery 

There is no human help. 
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And none but I dare comfort him 

Beneath Kehama's curse. 
O gentle Dereta, protect him too ! 

Ebeknia. 

Come, plead tl^sdf to Indra ! words like thine 

May win dieir purpose^ rouse his slumbering heart, 

And make him yet put forth his arm to wield 

The thunder, while the thunder is his own. 

Then to the Garden of the Deity 

Ereenia led the Maid. 

In the mid garden towered a giant Tree ; 

Rodk-rooted on a mountain-top, it grew, 

Reared its unrivall'd head on high. 

And stretch'd a thousand branches o'er the sky^ 

Drinking with all its ieayes celestial dew. 

Lo ! where from thence as from a living well 

A thousahd torrents flow ! 

For still in one perpetual shower, 

like diamond drops, etherial waters fell 

From every leaf of all its ample bower. 
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Rolling adown the steep 

From that aerial height. 

Through the deep shade of arcHnatic trees. 

Half-seen, the cataracts shoot their gleams of light 

And pour upon the breeze 

Their thousand voices ; far away the roar. 

In modulations of delightful sound. 

Half-heard and ever varying, floats around. 

Below, an ample Lake expanded lies. 

Blue as the o'er-arching skies ; 

Forth issuing from that lovely Lake 

A thousand rivers water Paradise. 

Full to the brink, yet never overflowing, 

They cool the amorous gales, which« ever blowing. 

O'er their melodious surface love to stray; 

Then winging back their way. 

Their vapours to the parent Tree repay ; 

And ending thus where they began. 

And feeding thus the source from whence they camf 

The eternal rivers of the Swerga ran, 

For ever renovate, yet still the same. 
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On that etherial Lake whose waters lie 

Blue and tran^icuous, like another sky. 

The Elements had rear'd their King's abode* 

A strong controuling power their strife suspended. 

And there their hostile essences they blended, 

To form a Palace worthy of the God. 

Built on the Lake the waters were its floor ; 

And here its walls were water arch'd with fire. 

And here were fire with water vaulted o'er ; 

And spires and pinnacles of fire 

Round watery cupolas aspire. 

And domes of rainbow rest on fiery towers. 

And roo6 of flame are turretted around 

With doud, and shafts of cloud with flame are bound. 

Here, too, the Elements for ever veer. 

Ranging around with endless interchanging ; 

Pursued in love, and so in love pursuing. 

In endless revolutions here they roll ; 

For ever their mysterious work renewing; 

Th6 parts all shifting, still unchanged the wholes 
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Even we on earth, at intenrab, descry 
Gleams of the glory, streaks of flowing l^ht, 
Openings of heaven, and streams that flash at night 
In fitful ^lebdour, through the northern sky* 

Impatient of delay, Ereenia caught 

The Maid aloft, and spread his wings abroad, 

And bore her to the presence of the God. 

There Indra sate upon his throne reclin'd, 

Where Devetas adore him ; 

The lute of Nared, warbling on the wind, 

All tones of magic harmony combined 

To sooth his troubled mind> 

While the dark-eyed Apsaras danced before him. 

In vain the God^^nusician played. 

In Tarn tiie dark-eyed Nymphs of Heaven es9ay'd 

To charm him with their beauties in the dance; 

And when he saw the mortal Maid ^pear, 

Led by the heroic Glendoveer, 

A deeper trouble fill'd his countenance. 

What hast thou done, Ereenia, said the God, 
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Bringing a mortal here i 
And while he spake his eye was on the Maid. . 
The look he gave was solemn, not severe; 
^ No hope to Kailyal it convey'd. 
And yet it struck no fear; 
' There was a sad displeasure in his air. 
But pity, too, was. there. 

Erbekia. 

Hear me/O Indra I On the lower earth 

I found .this child of knan, by what mishap 

I know not, lying in the lap of death. 

-Aloft I bore her to our Father's grove. 

Not having other thought, than when the gales 

Of bliss had healM her, upon earth again 
To leave its lovely daughter. Other thoughts 

' Arose, when Casyapa declared her fate ; 
For- she is one who groans beneath the power 

Of the dread Rajah, terrible alike 
To men and Gods. His son, dead Arvalan, 
« Aim'd with a portion, Indra, of thy power 

VOL. I. D 
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Alretdy wrested fiom thee^ penecutCB 

The Maid» the helpleis erne, the innocent 

What then bdioT'd me but to waft her here 

Tomy own Bower of Bliai? what other choiGe? 

The spirit of foul Amiaxu not yet 

Hath power to enter here ; here thou art yet 

Siqpreme, and yet the Swerga is thine own. 

IVDRA. 

No child of man» Ereenia, in the Bowers 
Of Bliss may sojourn, till he hath put off 

His mortal part ; for on mortality 

Time and Infirmity and Death attend. 

Close followers they, and in their mournful train 

Sorrow and Plain and Mutability : 

Did they find entrance here, we should behold 

Our joys, like earthly summers, pass away. 

Those joys perchance may pass ; a stronger hand 

May wrest my sceptre, and unparadise 

. The Si^erga;.«.but, £reenia,ifwefii]]. 

Let it be Fate's own arm that casts us down, 
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We will not rashly haat^i and proToke 
The blow, nor bring oumelTes the ruin on. 

Erkbnia. 
Fear courts the blow, Fear brings the ruin on. 
Needs must the chariot-wheels of Destiny 
Crush him who throws himself before their track, 

Patient and prostrate. 

Ikdra. 

All may yet be welL 
Who knows but Veeshnoo will descend, and saye, 

Once more incarnate i 

ErbsITia. 

Look not there for help. 

Nor build on unsubstantial hope thy trust 

Our Father Casyapa hath said he turns 

His doubtful eyes to Seeva, even as thou 

Dost look to him for aid. But thine own strength 

Should for thine own salTation be put forth ; 
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Then might the higher powen upptomg see 

And bletf the brave resolve • . • Oh, thai my ann 

Could wield yon Ughtnings which play wStj diere, 

In inoffensive radiance, round thy head! 

The Swerga should not need a cham|^on noir, 

Nor Earth implore deliverance stifl in vain ! 

Indea. 

Tliink'st thou I want the will ? rash Son of HeareDi 

What if my arm be feeble as thine own 

Against the dread Kehama ? He went on 

Conquering in irresistible career. 

Till his triumphant car had measured o'er 

The insufficient earth, and all the kings 

Of men received his yoke ; then had he won 

His will, to ride upon their ne^ks elate, 

And crown his conquests ^with the sacrifice 

That should, to men and gods, proclaim him Lord 

And Sovereign Master of the vassal World, 

Sole Rajah, the Omnipotent below. 

The steam of that portentous sacrifice 



I 
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Arose to Heaven. Then was the hour to strike* 
Then in the consummatioh of his pride. 
His height of glory, then the thunder-bolt 
Should have gone forth, and hurl'dhimfromhis throne 
Down to the fiery floor of Padalon, 
To everlasting burnings, agony 
Eternal,' and remorse which knows no end. • 
That hour went by : grown impious in sujccess. 
By prayer and penances he wrested now 
Such power firom Fate, that soon, if Seeva turn not / 
His eyes on. earth, and no Avatar save, . 
Soon will he seize the Swerga for his own. 
Roll on through Padalon his chariot wheels, 
Tear up the adamantine bolts which lock 
Theaccurst Asuras to its burning floor. 
And force the drink of Immortality 
From Yamen's charge • • • Vain were it no^ to strive ; 
My thunder cannot pierce the sphere of power 
Wherewith, as with a girdle, he is bound. 
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Kailtal. 

Take me to earthy O gentle DeveCa I 

Take me again to earth ! This is no place 

Of hope for mel •• .my Father stiD must bear 

HiBciiir8e«««he shdl not bear it all alone; 

Take me to earth, that I may follow him ! • • . 

I do not fear the Almighty Man ! the Gods 

Are feeble here ; but there are higher powers 

Who will not turn their eyes from wrongs like ours; 

Take me to earth, O gentle Deveta! »•• 

Saying thus she knelt, and to his knees she dung 
And bowM her head, in tears and silence praying. 

Rising anon, around his neck she flung 

Her arms, and there with folded hands iahe hung. 

And fixing on the guardian Glendoveer 

Her eyes, more eldquent than Angel's tongue, 

Again she -cried, There is no comfort here! 

I must be with my Father in his pain • . . 

Take me to earth, O Deveta, again ! 
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Indra with admiration heard the Maid. 

O Child of Earth, he cried, 

Ahready in thy spirit thus divine. 

Whatever weal or woe betide, 

Be that high sense of duty still thy guide, 

And all good Powers will aid a soul like thine. 

Then turning to Ereenia, thus he said. 

Take her where Ganges hath its second birth, 

Below our sphere, and yet above the earth : 

There may Ladurkd rest beyond the power 

Of the dread Rajah, till the fiited hour. 
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Dost thou tremblei O Indra, O God of the Skj# 
Why slumber those Thunders of thme i 

Dost thou tremble on high, • . • 

Wilt thou tamely the Swerga resigni . • • 

Art thou smitten, O Indra, with dread ? 

Or seest thou not, seest thou not. Monarch divine. 

How many a day to Seeva's shrine 

. Eehama his victim hath led ? 

Nine and nihiety days are fled. 

Nine and ninety steeds have bled; 

One more, the rite will be complete, 

, One victim more, and this the dreadful dayi 
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Then will the impious Rajah seize thy seat. 

And wrest the thunder-sceptre from thy sway. 

Along the mead the hallowed Steed 

Yet bends at liberty his way ; 

At noon hi» consummating blood will flow. 

O day of woe ! above, below. 

That blood confirms the Almighty Tjnrant's reign ! 

Thou tremblest, O Indra, O God of the Sky, 

Thy thunder is vain ! 

Thou tremblest on high for thy power ! 

But where is Veeshnoo at this hour. 

But where is Seeva's eye ? 

Is the Destroyer blind ? 

Is the IVes^rver careless for mankind i 

Along the mead the hallowed Steed 

Still wanders wheresoever he will. 

O'er hill, or dale, or plain ; 

No human hand hath trick'd that mape 

From which he shakes the morning dew; 

His mouth has never felt the rein. 
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Wb lqi8 hare never firolh'd the dndni 

For pore of blemish and of staioy 

Wb nedc unlm^ to mortal ydce^ 

Like Nature free the Steed most be» 

Fit offisrii^ for the Immortals he. 

A year and day the Steed must stray 

Wherever diance may guide his way. 

Before he fidl at Seevall shrine ; 

The year and day have piitt away. 

Nor touch of man hath marred the rite divine. 

And now at noon the Steed must bleed. 

The perfect rite to-day must force the meed 

Which Fate reluctant shudders to bestow ; 

Then must the Swerga-God 
yield to the Tyrant of the World below ; 
Then must the Devetas obey 
The Rajah's rod, and groan beneath his hateful swa} 

The Sun rides high; the hour is nigh; 

The multitude who long. 

Lest aught sliould mar the rite» 
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In cirde wide on every Me, 

Have kept the Steed in tight. 

Contract their drde now, and drive him on. 

Drawn in long files before the Temple-court, 

The Rigah's ardbeiv flank an ample space; 

Here, moving onward still, they drive him near, 

Then, opening, give him way to enter here. 

' % ' ' 

Behold hkn, how he starts and flings his head! 

On either side in glittering order spread. 
The archers ranged in narrowing lines appear ; 
The multitiide behind dose up the rear 
With moon-Uke bend, and silently await 
The awful end. 
The rite that shall from Indra wrei^ his power. 
In front, with fiur-stretch'd walls, and muiy a towec 
Turret and dome and pinnacle elate, 
The huge Pagoda seems to load the land: 
And there before the gate 
The Bramin band expectant stand, 
Hie axe is ready for Kehama's hand. 
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Hark ! at the Golden Peaces 

The Bramin strikes the time ! . 

One, two, three, four, a thrice-told chime, . 

And then again, one, two. 

The bowl that in its vessel floats, anew 

Must fill and sink again. 

Then will the final stroke be due^y^ 

The Sun rides high, the noon is nigb, 

And silently, as if spell-bound^ . 

The multitude expect the sound. 

Lo ! how the Steed, with sudden start, 

Turns his quick head to every part ; 

Long files of men on every side appear. 

The dight might weU his heart affright, 

And yet the silence that is here 

Inspires a stranger fear ; 

For not a murmur, not a sound 

Of breath or motion rises. round. 

No stir is heard in all that, mighty ctowd ; 

He neighs, and firom the.temple-waH 
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The yoice reechoes loud. 

Loud and distinct^ as from a hill 

Across a lonely yale^ when all is stiU. 

Within the temple, on his golden throne 

Reclin'dy Kehama lies. 

Watching with steady eyes 

The perfumed light that, burning bright. 

Metes out the passing hours. 

On either hand his eunuchs stand. 

Freshening with &ns of peacock-plumes the air . 

Whichy redolent of all rich gums and flowers, 

SeemSy overcharged with sweets^ to stagnate there. 

Lo ! the time-taper's flame ascending slow 

Creeps up its coil toward the fated line ; 

Kehama rises and goes forth. 

And from the altar, ready where it lies. 

He takes the axe of sacrifice. 

*That instant from the crowd, with sudden shout, 

A man sprang out •. 
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To lay upon the Steed his hand profiine. 
A thousand archers, wiA unerring eye. 
At once let fly. 
And with their hurtling arrows fill the sky. 
In vain they (all upon him fi»t as rain; 
He bears a charmed life, which may defy 
All wei^ns, • • . and the darts that whizz aroimcl« 
As firom an adamantine panq^y 
Repell'd, fidl idly to the ground. 
Kehama elasp'd his hands in agony, 
And saw him grasp the hallowed courser's mane^ 
Spring up with sudden bound. 
And with a frantic ary. 
And madman's gesture, gallop round and round. 

They seize, they drag him to the Ri^h*s feet 
What doom will now be his, . • what vengeance meet 

Will he, who knows no mercy, now require ? 

The obsequious guards around, with blood-hound ejt, 

Look for the word, in slow-consuming fire, 

By piece-^meal death, to make the wretch expire, 
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Or hoist his living carcase, hodc'd on high. 

To feed the fowls and insects of the sky ; 

Or if aught worse inventiye cruelty 

To that remorseless heart of rojralty 

Might prompt, accursed instruments they stand 

To work the wicked will with wicked hand. 

Far other thoughts were in the multitude ; 

Pity, and human feelings, held them still ; 

And stifled sighs and groans supprest were there> 

And many a secret curse and inward prayer 

Call'd on the insulted Gods to save mankind. 

Expecting some new crime in fear they stood. 

Some horror which would make the natural blood 

Start, with cold shudderings thrill the sinking heart, 

Whiten the lip, and make the abhorrent eye 

. Roll back and close, prest in for agony* 

How then &red*he for whom the mighty crowd 
Suffered in spirit thus, . . . how then &red he ? 

A ghastly smile was on his lip, his eye 
Glared with a ghastly hqpe, as he drew nigh. 
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• And cried aloud. Yes, Rajah ! it is I ! 

And wilt thou kill me now ? 

The countenance of the Almighty Man 

Fell when he knew Ladurlad, and his brow 

Was clouded with despite, as one asham'd. 

That. wretch again ! indignant he exclaim'd, 

And smote his forehead, and stood silently 

Awhile in wrath : then, with ferocious smile, 

And eyes which seem'd to darken his dark cheek, 

Let him go free ! he cried ; he hath his curse, 

And Vengeance upon him can wreak no worse . . . 

But ye who did not stop him •>• tremble ye ! 

He bade the archers pile their weapons there : 

No manly courage fill'd the slavish band. 

No sweetening vengeance rous'd a brave despair. 

He call'd his horsemen then, and gave command 

To hem the offenders in, and hew them down. 

Ten thousand scymitars at once uprear'd, . 

Flash up, like waters sparkling to the sun; 

A second time the fatal brands appeared 
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Lifted aloft, • • • they glitter'd then no more, 
lieir light was gone, their splendour quench'd ingore* 

At noon the massacre begun, 
ind night dos'd in before the work of death was done. 



IX. 



THE HOME-SCENE. 



The steam of slaughter from that place of blood 

Spread o'er the tainted sky. 

Vultures, for whom the Rajah's tyramiy 

So oft had furnish'd food, from far and nigh 

Sped to the lure : aloft with joyful cry, 

Wheeling around, they hover'd over head; 

Or« on the temple perch'd, with greedy eye. 

Impatient watch'd the dead. 

Far off the tygers, in the inmost wood. 

Heard the death-shriek, and snuff'd the scent of blood. 

They rose, and through the covert went their way, 
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Couch'd at the forest edge, and waited for their prey. 

He who had sought for death went wandering on. 

The hope which had inspired his heart was gone. 

Yet a wild joyance still inflam'd his face, 

A smile of vengeance, a triumphant glow. 

Where goes he ? • . • Whither should Ladurlad go f 

Unwittingly tiie wretch's fi)otsteps trace 

Their wonted path toward his dwelling-place ; 

And wandering on, unknowing where, 

He starts at finding he is there. 

Behold his lowly home, 

By yonder broad-bough'd plane o'ershaded i 

There Marriataly's image stands, 

And there the garland twin'd by Kailyal's hands 

Around its brow hath faded. 

The Peacocks, at their master's sight. 

Quick firom the leafy thatch alight, 

And hurry round, and search the ground. 

And veer their glancing necks from side to side. 

Expecting firom his hand 
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Their daily dole* which erst the Maid siqppliedi 

Now all too long denied. 

But as he gaz'd around. 

How strange did all accustomed sights appear! 

How differently did each familiar sound 

Assail his altered ear ! 

Here stood the marriage bower, 

Rear'd in that happy hour 

When he, with festal joy and youthful pride, 

Had brought Yedillian home« his beauteous bride. 

Leaves not its own, and many a borrowed flower, 

Had then bedeck'd it, withering ere the night ; 

But he who looked, from that auspicious day, 

For years of long delight. 

And would not see the marriage-bower decay, 

There planted and nurst up, with daily care, 

The sweetest herbs that scent the ambient air, 

And train'd them round to live and flourish there. 

Nor when dread Yamen's will 

Had call'd Yedillian from his arms away, 

Ceas'd he to tend the marriage-bower, but stiH, 



' 8ona«riiig, had drest it like a pious rite 
Due to die monument of past. delight. 
He took his wonted seat before the door, • . . 

• £Ten as of yore f 
When he was wont. to view, with placid eyes, 

His daughter at her evening sacrifice. 

Here were the flowers which she so carefiilly 

Did love to rear for Marriataly's brow; 

Neglected now, 

Their heavy heads were drooping, over-blown : 

All else appeared the same as heretoioTe, 

All ... save himself alone ; 

How happy then, • • • and now a wretch for evermore ! 

The market-flag which hoisted high. 

From far and nigh. 

Above yon cocoa grove is seen, 

'. Hangs motionless amid the sultry sky. 

Loud sounds the village-drum ; a happy crowd 

Is there ; Ladurlad hears their distant voices. 

But with their joy no more his heart rejoices ; 

8 
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And how their old oon^uioii nam wuj tut, 

Little they knowy and Itm ^mbj cne. 

The torment he it doonuM to bev 

Wai but to them the wonder of a dqr, 

A burthen of tad thoughts aoon pot wnj. 

They knew not that the wretched man waB near, 
And yet it Beem'd^ to his diateii^er'd ear, 
As if they wrong'd him with their merriment 
Resentfully he tum'd-away his eyes^ 
Yet turn'd thepi but to find 
Sights that enraged his mind 
With envious grief more wild and overpowering. 
The tank which fed his fields was there, and ther 
The large-leav'd lotus on the waters flowering. 
There, firom the intolerable heat. 
The buffiUoes retreat ; 
Only their nostrils rais'd to meet the air. 
Amid the sheltering element they rest. 
Impatient of the sight, he clos'd his eyes, 
And bow'd his burning head, and in despair 
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Calling on Indra, • • • Thunder-God ! he said. 

Thou owest to me alone this day thy throne^ 

Be grateful, and in mercy strike me dead ! 

De^air had rous'd him to that hopeless prayer, 

Yet thinking on the heavenly Powers, his mind 

Drew comfort ; and he rose and gathered flowers, 

And tvrin'd a crown for Marriataly's brow; 

And taking then her withered garland down. 

Replaced it with the blooming coronal. 

Not for myself, the unhappy Father cried. 

Not for myself, O mighty one I I pray. 

Accursed as I am beyond thy aid ! 

But, oh I be gracious still to that dear Maid 

Who crown'd thee with these garlands day by day, 

And danced before thee aye at ev«i-tide 

In beauty and in pride. 

O Marriataly, wheresoe'er she stray 

Forlorn and wretched, still be thou her guide ! 

A loud and fiendish laugh replied, 



96 TH£ CUR6B OF XEHAMA. H 

' Scoffing his prayer* Aloft» as from the air, 

The sound of insult came : he look'd, and there 

The visage of dead Amdan came forth. 

Only his face amid the clear blue sky, 

Vilth long-drawn lips of insolent mockery, 

. And eyes whose lurid glare 

Was like a sulphur fire,. 

Mingling with darkness ere its fiames expire. 

Ladurlad knew him well : enraged to see 

The cause of all his misery, 
. He stoopM and lifted from the ground 
A stake, whose fatal point was blade with blood; 
Tlie same wherewith his hand had dealt the wound 
When Arvalan, in hour with evil fraught, 
For violation seized the shrieking Maid. 
Thus arm'd, in act again to strike he stood, 
And twice with inefficient wrath essay'd 
To smite the impassive shade. 
The lips of scorn their mockery-laugh renewed, 
And Arvalan put forth a hand and caught 
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Hie sun-beaitt, and condeiiBmg there its lights 
Upon Lftduvlad turn'd the bamiDg stream. 

Yam cnieltj I the slake 

- Fd in white ashes from his hold, but he 

Endured no added pain ; his agony 

Was fufi, and at the height ; 

The burning stream of radiance nothing harmed him ; 

A fire was in his heart and brain, 

Andifrom alt o^r fiame 
KefaamU^ Curse had' cham'd him* 

Anon the Spirit wav'd a second hand ; 
Down ntsh'd tile obedient whhiwind from the sky, 
Sco(^M iip tfa^ sand like smdce, and from on high 

Shed the hot shower upon Lradurlad's head. 

Where'er he turns, the accursed Hand is there; 

East^ West, and North and South) on erery side 

The Hknd accursed waves in air to guide 

The dizzying storm ; ears, nostrils^ eyes and mouth, 

It fills and choaks, and, clogging every pore, 

Taught him new torments might be yet in store. 

VOL. If E 
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Where shall he tarn to fly? behold his house 

In flames ! uprooted lies the marriage-bower, 

The Goddess buried by the sandy shower. 

Blipdly, with staggering step« he reels about, 

And still the accursed Hand pursued. 

And still the lipsof scorn tbeirmockery-laughrenew'c 

What^ Arvalan ! hast thou so soon forgot 

The grasp of PoUear? Wilt thou still defy 

The righteous Powers of Heaven? or know'st thou n( 

That there are yet superior Powers on high, 

Son of the Wicked ? . . . Lo, in rapid flight, 

Ereenia hastens from the etherial height ; 

Bright is the sword celestial in his hand, 

Like lightning in its path athwart the sky. 

He comes and drives, with angel-arm, the blow. 

Of^ have the Asuras, in the wars of Heaven, 

Felt that keen sword by arm angelic driven, 

And fled before it from the fields of light. 

Thrice through the vulnerable shade 

' The Glendoveer impels the griding blade. 
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The wicked Shade flies howling from his foe. 

So let that Spirit foul 

Fly, and for impotence of anger, howl. 

Writhing with pain, and o'er his wounds deplore ; 

Worse punishment hath Arvalan deserv'd. 

And righteous Fate hath heavier doom in store. 

Not now the Glendoveer pursued his flight. 

He bade the Ship of Heaven alight. 

And gently there he laid 

The astonished Father by the happy Maidi 

The Maid now shedding tears of deep delight* 

Beholding all things with incredulous eyes, 

Still dizzy with the sand-storm, there he lay. 

While sailing up the skies, the living Bark, 

Through air and sunshine, held its heavenly way. 
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Swift through the sky the vessel of the Suras 

Sails up the fields of ether like an Augd, 

Rich is the freight, O Vessd, that thou bearest! 

Beauty and Virtue, 

Fatherly cares and filial veneration,* 

Hearts which are prov*d and strengthened by afflictioD; 

Manly resentment, fortitude and action, 

Womanly goodness ; 

All with which Nature halloweth her daughtersi 

Tenderness, truth and purity and meekness, 

Fiety, patience^ &ith anid resignation^ 
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Love and devoCement. 
Ship of the Gods ! bow richly art thou laden I 
E^oud of the charge* tboa voyagest rejoicing* 
louds float around to honour thee, and Evening 

Lingers in heaven. 

A Stream deacendg on Meru mountain ; 

None faadi seen its secret fountain ; 

It had its birth, so Sages say. 

Upon the memorable day 
When Ptovati presumed to lay, 
In wanton play, 
[er hands, too ventwrous Goddess, in her mirth, 
On Siseva's eyes, the light and life of Earth. 
Thereat the heart c^the Universe stood still ; 
le Elements oeas'd their influences ; the Hours 
topt on the eternal round ; Motion and Breath, 

Time, .Change, and Life and Death, 
In sudden trance opprest, forgot their powers. 
A moment, and the dread eclipse was ended ; 
But, at the thought of Nature thus suspended^ 
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•The sweat on Seera's forehead stood. 
And Ganges thence upon the Worid descended, 
The Holy River, the Redeemmg Flood* 

None hath seen its secret fountain ; 

But on the top of Mem mountain 

Which rises o'er the hills of earth, 

In light and clouds, it hath its mortal birth. 

Earth seems that pinnacle to rear 

Sublime above this worldly sphere, 

Its cradle, and its altar, and its throne ; 

And there the new-born River lies 

Outspread beneath its native skies, 

As if it there would love to dwell 

Alone and unapproachable. 

Soon flowing forward, and resigned 

To the will of the Creating Mind, 

It springs at once, with sudden leap, 

Down from the immeasurable steep. 

From rock to rock, with shivering force rebound! 

The mighty cataract rushes ; Heaven around, 

Like tiiunderi with the incessant roar resoundin 



^ 
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And Meru's summit shaldog with the sound, 
^ide spreads the snowy foam, the sparkling spray 

Dances aloft ; and ever there, at morning, 

Fhe earliest sun-beams haste to wing their way, 

^th rain-bow wreaths the holy flood adorning ; 

And duly the adoring Moon at night 

Sheds her white glory there. 

And in the watery air 

Suspends her halo-crowns of silver light. 

A mountain-valley in its blessed breast 

Receives the stream, which there delights to lie. 

Untroubled and at rest. 

Beneath the untainted sky. 

There in a Ibvely lake it seems to sleep, 

id thence, through many a channel dark and deep. 

Their secret way the holy Waters wind, 

Till, rising underneath the root 

Of the Tree of Life on Hemakoot, 

Majestic forth they flow to purify mankind. 
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Towiurdt this Lake, above the nedwr ^here, 

The living Bark| with angd ej^ 

Directs its course along the obedieiit fliy. 

Kehama hath not yet dominion here; 

And tiU the dreaded hour. 

When Indra bj the Rigah shall be driveD 

Dethrone from Heaven, 

Here may Ladurlad rest beyond his power. 

The living Bark alights ^ the Glendoveer 

Then lays Ladurlad by the blessed Lake ; . • • 

O happy Sire, and yet more happy Daughter ! 

The etherial gales his agony adake, 

His daughter's tears are on his cheek. 

His hand is in the water ; 

The innocent man, the man opprest. 

Oh joy ! • • hath found a place of rest 

Beyond Kehama's sway. 

His curse extends not here ; his pains have past awa; 

O luq[>py Sire, and happy Daughter ! 
Ye on the banks of that celestial water 



Your resting pUice and Mui^uaiy hm& found, 
^^t ! httth not tlien their mortal taint defil'd 
The sacred iolitary ground ? 
Vain thought I the Holy Valky aniil'd 
Receiving such a sire and child s 
Ganges^ who seem'd asleep to lie» 
Bdield them with ben^naht eye» 
And rippled round melodiouslyi^ 
And rolled her little waves, to meet 
And weloome their beloved feet. 
The gales of Swerga thither fled. 
And heavenly odours there were shed. 
. : Aboutt'ibdQw, and overhead ; 
And Earth njoicing in their tread, 
Qath (built thetii up a blooming Bower, 
Where every, amaranthine flower 
Its deathjieito blossom interweaves 
« With bright and undecaying leaves^ 

Three happy beings ^re there here. 
The Sire, the Maid, the Glendoyeer I 
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That cntet* in the Bower of BKm ? 

No finrm to finr miglit poimcr fiod 

Among the daughters of mankind; 

For death her beautieB hath refin'd, 

And unto her a form hath giten 

Fram'd of the elements ci Heaven ; 

Pure dwelling-place for perfisct mind. 

She stood and gaz'd on sire and child ; 

Her tongue not yet had power to speak, 

The tears were streaming down her cheek; 

And when those tears her sight beguil'd, 

And still her faultering accents faii'd^ 

The Spiritp mute and motionless. 

Spread out her arms for the caress, 

Made still and silent with excess 

Of love and painful happiness. 

The Maid that lovely form survey'd ; 
Wistfiil she gaa'di and knew her not ; 
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Bat Nature to her heart convey'd 
A sodden thrill, a startlmg thought, 

A feeling many a year forgot. 

Now like a dream anew recurring. 

As if again in every vein 

Her mother's milk was stirring* 

With straining neck and earnest eye 

She stretchM her hands imploringly, 

. Asifshefidn would have her nigh. 

Yet fear'd to meet the wish'd embrace, 

At once with Jove and awe opprest. 

Not so, Ladurlad ; he could trace, 

Though brightened with angelic grace, 

His own Yedillian's earthly face ; 

He ran and held her to his breast ! 

Oh joy above all joys of Heaven, 

By Death alone to others given. 

This moment hath to him restored 

The early-lost, the long-deplor'd. 

They sin who tell us love can die. 
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Widi life da otber pMrioHB fly, 

AB nnhem mte but Tanity. 

Ia Hi««em AwMAm .cannot dweU, 

Nor Awioen lli» vaults oiHeU; 

Eardi^ dieie paiftioiM of tba Earth, 

lliqr piriih wiin« th^ have Iheirbirth ; 

Baft Ldve k iodeativaiUew 

III lidlf llaaM Ar ever biiiMdi» 

From Heaveii it caane, ta HeavcBn itBtameth 

Too oft on Bardi a tfouUed guest. 

At times doottv'd, at times opprest. 

It Iiere is tried and purified. 
Then hath in Heaven iti^ perfect rest : 

It soweth here with toil and care, 

But the harvest*time of Love is there. 

Ohl when a Mother meets on high 

The Babe she lost in in&ncy^ 

. Hath she not then, for pains and fears, 

The day of woe, the watcfafid night, 

For all her sorrow, all her tears. 

An over-J)ayment of delight ! 



HOUN1VHERU. 109 

A U^SBed fiunily is this' 

Assembled in the Bower of BHsU ! 

Strange' woe, Ladudadt hath been thine. 

And {Muigf bey<md att human measorOt 

Attd Chy reward it now diving 

A foretaste of eternal pleasitfe. 

He knew indeed there was a day 

When all these joys would p«s awqr, 

AimL he must quit this Uest abode ; 

Atid, taluhg up again the spdQ, 

Groan underneath the baleful load. 

And wander o'^ the world again 

Most wretched of the sons of men: 

Yet was this brief repose, as when 

A traveller in the Arabian sands, 

Half*fainting (m his sultry rofkd, 

Bath reach*d the water#plaoe at last ; 

And resting there beside the Well, 

Thinks of the perils he has past, 

And gazes o'er the unbounded plain. 

The plain which must be traversed sdll. 
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And drinltt, ♦ .mjtt etuu&t iliinl his 

Tofen ^irai ui pSuoit loins sgm 

So to Lndbilad noir WW gifcn 

Noir ftiength, and co nlH c tic e in Hmtcb, 

And hope, and fintii mvincSile. 

For often would Ereenia uH 

Of what in dder days beim. 

When other TyrantB, in their might, 

Usurp'd dominion o*er the earth; 

And Veeshnoo took a hmnan birth. 

Deliverer of the Sons of men ; 

And slew the hage Ermaccasen, 

And piece-meal rent, with lion force, 

Errenen's accursed corse. 

And humbled Baly in bis pride ; 

And when the Giant Ravanen 

Had borne triimiphant, from his side, 

Sita, the earth-bom God's beloved bride, 

Then, from his island-kingdom, laugh'd to scorn 

The insulted husband, and his power defied ; 

How to revenge the wrong in wrath he hied, 
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Bridging the sea before his dreadful way. 

And met the hundred-headed foe. 

And dealt him the unerring blow ; 

By drama's hand the righteous lance was given^ 

And by that arm immortal driven, 

Ij; laid the mighty Tyrant low ; 

And Earth and Ocean, and high Heaven, 

Rejoiced to see his overthrow. 

Oh I doubt not thou, Yedillian cried. 

Such fate Kehama will betide ; 

For there are Gods who look below, • • • 

Seeva, the Avenger, is not blind, 

Nor Veeslmoo careless for mankind. 

Thus was Ladurlad's soul imbued 

With hope and holy fortitude ; 

And Child and Sire, with pious mind 

Alike resolv'd, alike resigned, 

Look'd onward to the evil day : 

Faith was their comfort, Faith their stay ; 

They trusted woe would pass away, 
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And Tyi^aiivQr.wpidfl.ttiik subdoedt 
And £vil yield to Gropd. 

Lavely wert thou» O Flpff^. of Earth I 
Above all flowerg of loortal bir^ ; 
But fotter'd in this blissful bower 
From day to day» apdi^Mur fo houri . 
Lovelier grew die lovely fiam^* 
O blecvedj bleflsed oompstay I 
When men.and.beltv£ii]y qp>irit0.greet| 
And tbey whom Death had /9^vered meet^ 
And hold again communion swe^ ; • • . 
O ble«sedf ble98ed company ! 
The Sun, careering round the sky. 
Beheld them' with r^oidng eye^ 
And bade his wilHng Charioteer 
Relax their speed as they drew hemr; 
Arounin check'd the rainbow reins, 
The seven green coursers shook their manes^ 
And brighter rays around them threw ; 

The Car of glory in their view 
8 
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More radianti; more veBplendent gi^ew ; 

And Soiya, ^hrou^ his Teil of Hght, 

Behjeld the Bower, uid blest the sight 

The Lord of Night, as he sail'd by, 

StayM hb pearly boat on high ; 

And, while around the blissful Bower 

He bade the softest moonlight flow. 

Lingered to see that earthly flower, 

Forgetful of his Dragon foe. 

Who, mindful of their ancient feud, 

With open jaws of rage pursued. 

There all good Spirits of the air, 

Suras and Devetas repair. 

Aloft they love to hover there 

And view the flower of mortal birth 

Here, for her innocence and worth, 

Transplanted from the fields of earth ; • • • 

And him who, on the dreadful day 
When Heaven was fiU'd with consternation, ^ 
And Indra trembled with dismay, 
And, for the sounds of joy and mirth. 
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vl#C WW ■■■■« ■BO IHBCllIKKjIl* 

Ttev^ di n Hcofcn nd Earth beside 



Asdy nidhiiii^ mmwu in uhI boiir« 

Smred ^be Svci^a front hiv power. 

QnMtSd §&t iSbm tliej borer n^ 

And bieai tbe blesKd Comptny. 

One God done, widi wmton eye, 

Behddlbem in dieir Bower; 

O re, be cried, wbo bare defied 

The Rajab, wiD ye mock my power I 

Twas Camdeo riding on bis lory, 

*TwaB the immortal youth of Lore ; 

If men bdow and Gods aboye. 

Subject alike, quoth he, have feh these darts, 

Shall ye alone, of all in story, 

Boast impenetrable hearts ? 

Hover here, my gentle lory, 

Gently hover, while I see 
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To whom hath Fate decreed the glory ^ 
TV> the GlendoTeer or me. 

Theoy in the dewy evenmg sky. 

The bird of gorgeous plumery 

Pois'd his wings and hover'd nigh. 

It chanced at that delightful hour 

Kailyal sate before the Bower, 

On the green bank with amaranth sweetp 

Where Ganges warbled at her feet* 

Ereenia tberci before the Maid, 

His sails of ocean-blue displayed ; 

And sportive in her sight, 

Vf ov'd slowly o'er the lake with gliding flight ; 

Anon, with sudden stroke and strong. 

In rapid course careering, swept along ; 

»w shooting downward from his heavenly height^ 

Plunged in the deep below. 

Then rising, soared again, 

And shook the sparkling waters off like rain. 
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And boveriiig o'tf the •Qtfti^ furfiioie hung. 

At him young Camdeo beiil the bow; 

With living bees the bow was strange 

The fttal bo:w of sugaj^rcan^. 

And flowers which wouldinflame.^e heart 

With their petak barb'd tba dart. 

The shaft, unenjngly addrest. 

Unerring flew, and smote Erema's breast 

Ah, Wanton i cried the Glendoveer, 

Go aim at idler hearts. 

Thy skill is baffled here ! 

A deeper love I b^a^. tl^t Maid divine, 

Sprung from a higher will, 

A holier power than thine I 

A second shaft, fvhile thus Ereenia cried, 

Had Camdeo aim'd at j^ailyal's sid^ 
Buty lo I the Bees which stnmg ^ bow 
Broke off,, and .took their flight. 
To that swieet Flower of earth they wing their wa 
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Around ber raven trettes play. 

And buzz about ber wkb deligbt; 

As if, witb tbat melodious sound. 

They strove to pay tbeur willing duty 

To mortal purity and beauty. 

Ah, Wanton ! cried tlie Glendoveer, 

No power hast thou for mischief here ! 

Chuse thou some idler breast, 

For^ese are proof, by nobler thoughts possest. 

Go, to thy plains of Matra go. 

And string again thy broken bow ! 

Rightly Ereenia spake; and ill had thoughts 

Of earthly love beseem'd the sanctuary 

Where Kailyal had been wafted, that the Soul 

Of her dead Mother there might strengthen her, 

Feedmg her with the milk of heavenly lore. 

And influxes of Heaven imbue her heart 

With hope and faith, and holy fortitude. 

Against the evil day. Here rest a while 

In peace, O Father ! mark'd for misery 
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THE ENCHANTRESS. 



When from the sword, by arm angelic driven, 

Foul Arvalan fle4 howling, wild in pain, 

His thin essential spirit) rent and riven 

With wounds, united soon and healM again ; 

Backward the accursed tum'd his eye in flight, 

Remindful of revengeful thoughts even then, 

And saw where, gliding through the evening light, 

The Ship of Heaven saiPd upward through the sky, 

Then, like a meteor, vanished from his sight* 

Where should he follow ? vainly might he try 
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To trace through trackless air its rapid course; 

Nor dar^d he that angelic arm defy. 
Still sore and writhing from its dreaded force. 



Should he the lust of vengeance lay aside ? 

Too long had Arvalan in ill been train'd ; 

Nurst up in power and tyranny and pride, 

His soul the ignominious thought disdain'd. 

Or to his mighty Father should he gOf 

Complaining of defeature twice sustain'd, 

And ask new powers to meet the immortal foe i 

Repulse he feared not, but he fear'd rebuke, 

Andsham'd to tell 1^ of his overthrow. 

There dwelt a dread Enchantress in a nook 

Obscure ; old help-mate she to him had been, 

Lending her aid in many a secret sin; 
And there, for counsel, now his way he took. 



iti 



She was a woman whose unlovely youth. 
Even like a cankered rose, which none will cull. 
Had withered on the stalk ; hier heart was fbO 
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Of paiBiona whieh had found no natural icopey 
Fedings which there had grown but ripened not ; 

Desires unsatisfied^ abortive hqpe, 

RepiningB which provoked Tindiotive thou^t^ 

Theserestless dements for ever wrought. 

Fermenting in her with perpetual stir. 

And thus her iqpirit to all evil mov'd ; 

SbeJhated men because they lov*d not her. 

And .hated wemeii because they were lov'd. 

And tluis».in wradi«nd hatred and despair. 

She tempted HeU to tempt her ; and resigned 

HiB^.hody to the Demons of the Air, 

Wicked and wanton fiends who^, where they wiB^ 

Wander idbroadt still seeking to do 31, 

And take whatever vacant form they find. 

Carcase of man or beast, that life hath left ; 

Foul instrument for them of fouler mind. 

To these the- Witch her wretched body gave, 

So they would wreak hervlengeance oil mankind. 

She thus at once their n^tress and their dave ; 

And they ta do such service nothing loth, 

VOL. I. F 
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Obeyed her hiddingy Bkves and maslen bodL 

So from tbb cuned intercoune she caught 

Contagious power of mJachieP, and was taught 

Such secrets as are daini>ahle to guess. 

Is there a child whose little lovely ways 

Might win all hearts, • . • <m Yfbom his parents gaze 

Till they shed tears of joy and tenderness? 

Oh i hide him from that Witch's withering sight! 

Oh i hide him from the eye of Lorrinite ! 

Her look hath crippling in it, and her curse 

All plagues which on mortally can light ; 

Death is his doom if she behold, • • . or worsen •• • 

Diseases loathsome and incurable, 

And inward suffei'ings that no toilgue ban tell. 

Woe was to him, on whom that eye of hate 

Was bent ; for, certain as the stroke of Fate, 

It did its mortal work ; nor humto arts 

Could save the unhiqppy >retchj her chosen prey; 

For gazmg, she omsum'd his vital parts^ 

Eating his very core of life away. 



r 
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he wme wfaidi from yon wounded pahn on high 

i FQIs ymider gourde as dowly it distillsy 

Grows soiir at once if Lorrinite pass by. 

rhe deadliest wonn, from which all creatures fly, 

' Fled from the deadlier Venom of her eye; 

The babe mbom,' within its mother's womb, 

tarted and trembled when Ihe M^tch came nigh, 

•And in thesHent chambers of the tcgsib 

Death 4BhiJddeved her unholy tread to heai\ 
nd| from the iry and mouldering bones, did fear 

Force a celd-sweat, when Lorrinite was near. 

Fewer 'made her hai^^ : 'by*anibitiox( fir*dy 

Ere long to mightier mischiefr she aqpir^d. 

' The Cali% who o'er Cities rule unse^i^ 

• ' Each in her own domain a D^aion Queen, 

And' there ador'd with blood andrhuman life. 

They knew her, and in their accurst employ 

he stirr'd'up neighbouring states to mortal strife. 

Sani, the dreadful God, who rides abroad 

Upon the King of the' Rayens, to destroy 

S 
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The oftndiiig bo/db of men, wlienJbie fyatJanik 

Were weary with thdr toil, would let her do 

Hb work of Teogeanoe iqpon. guilty laiids; 

And Loninite^ at his connnandment, knew 

When the ripe earthquake diofold be looa'd, and where 

To point its ooune. And in die beneAQ air 

The pregnant seeds of death he bade her strew, 
AU deadly plagues and.pestilence to brew. 

The Locusts were her army, and theSr bands, 

Where'er she tora'd her skinny fii^ger, flew; 
The floods in ruin rofiCd at her cominands; 

And when, in time of drought, the husbandman 
Beheld the gathered rain about to feUi, 

Her breath would drive it to the desert sands. 

While in the marshes parchM and gaping soili 

The rice*foots by the searching Sun were dried; 

And in lean groupes, assembled at the side 

Of the empty tank, the cattle dropt ^nd died; 

And Famine, at her bidding, wasted wide 

The wretched land, till, in the public way, 

Promiscuous where the dead and dyii^ lay, 
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Dogs fed on hunum bones in the open light of day. 

Her secret' cdl the accursed Anralan, 

In quest of Ttageance, sought^ and thus began. 

M%htj mother I mother wise! 

Berenge me on my enemies. 

LOKRINITX, 

Cmn*st thou, son, for aid to me? 

Tell me who have injur'd thee. 

Where they are» and who they be; 

Of the Earth, or of the Sea» 

Or of the aeriid company? 

Earth, nor Sea, nor Air is free 

From the powers who wait on me^ 

And my tremendous witchery* 

Arvalax. 

She for whom so ill I sped. 

Whom my Father deemeth dead, 

Lives^ for Marriataly*s aid 
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From the water sav'd the maid. 

In hatred I desire her sttD, 

And in revenge would have my will. 

A Deveta with wings of blue« 

And sword whose edge even now I rue, 

In a Ship ci Heaven on high. 

Pilots her along the sky. 

Where they voyage thou canst teU| 

Mistress of the m^hfy speU, 

At this the Witch, through shrivell'd lips and thin, 
Sent forth a sound half-whistle and half-hiss. 
Two winged Hands came in. 
Armless and bodyless^ 

Bearing a globe of liquid crystal, set 

In frame as diamond bright, yet black as jet. 

A thousand eyes were quenched in endless night, 

To form that magic globe ; for Lorrinite 

Had, from their sockets, drawn the liquid sight, 

And kneaded it, with re-creating skill. 

Into this organ of her mighty will. 
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Look in yonder orb, she cried. 
Tell me what is there descried. 



Arvalan. 
A mountain top, in clouds of light 

Envelop'dy rises on my sight ; 
Thence a cataract rushes down. 
Hung with many a rainbow crown ; 
Light and clouds conceal its head, 
BeloWy a silver Lake is spread ; 
Upon its shores a Bower I see. 
Fit home for blessed company. 
See they come forward^ • • one, two, threCy • • 
The last a Maiden,. ..it is she! 
The foremost shakes his wings of blue, 
'Tis he whose sword even yet I rue ; 
And in that other one I know 
The visage of iny deadliest foe. 
Mother, let thy magic might 
Arm me for the mortal fight ; 
Helm and shield and mail afford. 



1S8 THE CUBU OF XKBEAKA. XI. 

PhK>f againat Us dveaded aifwd. 

Then will I iiiTade their aeftt, 

Then shall vengeance be oompleau 

LORRINITB. 

Spirits, wpo obey my will. 
Hear him, and his wish fulfill. 

So spake the mighty one, nor fiuther spell 

Needed ; anon a^imd, like smother'd thunder, 

Was heard, slow rolling under ; 

The solid pavement of the cell 

Quak'd, heaved, and deft asunder. 

And, at the feet of Arvalan dispUQr'd, 

Helmet and mail, and shield and sc3anitar, were la 

The Asuras, often put to flight. 

And scattered in the fields of light, 

By their foes* celestial might. 

Forged this enchanted armour for the fight 

'Mid fires intense did they anneal. 
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In mcmntain furnaces, the qaivering steel. 

Toil trembling through, each deepening hue, 

It settled in a midnight blue ; 

Last they cast it, to aslake. 

In the penal icy lake. 

Then, they consigned it to the Giant brood ; 

And, while they forged the impenetrable arms. 

The EtU Powers, to oversee thenif stood, 

And there imbued 

The work of Giant strength with magic charms. 

Foul Anralan, with joy, surveyed 

The crescent sabre's cloudy blade. 

With deeper joy the impervious mail. 

The riiield and helmet of avail. 

Soon did he himself array. 

And bade her speed him on his way. 

Then she led him to the den, 

Where her chariot, night and day. 

Stood hamess'd, ready for the way. 

Two Dragons, yok'd in adamant, convey^ 
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The magic car; from either collar qpiung 

An adamantine r3>y idadtk met in airi 

O'er-arch'dy and crost and bent diverging there, 

And firmly in its arc upbore. 

Upon their brazen necks, the seat of power. 

Anralan momits the car, and in his hand 

. Receives the magic reins from Lorrinite ; 

The dragons, long diedient to command, 

Their ample sails expand; 
Like steeds well-broken to &ir lady's lumd, 

They feel the reins of might. 
And up the northern sky begin their flight 

Son of the Wicked, doth thy soul delight 

To think its hour of vengeance now is nigh? 

Lo ! where the far-ofF light 

Of Indra's palace flashes on his sight. 

And Mew's heavenly summit shines on high, 

With clouds of glory bright, 

Amid.tlie dark-blue. sky. 

Already, m his hope, doth he espy 
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Himself secure, in mail of tenfold charmSy 
Ereenia writhing from the magic blade^ . 
The Father sent to bear his Carse, . . the Maid 
Beaisting vainly in his impious arms* 

Ah, Sinner ! whose anticipating soul 

Incurs the guilt even when the crime is qpar'd ! 

Joyous toward Meru's summit on he fitr'dy 

While the twin Dragons, rising as he guides, 

With steady flight, steer northward for the pole. 

Anon,' with irresistible controul. 

Force mightier far than his arrests their course; 

It wrought as though a Power unseen had caught 

Their adamantine jokes to drag them on. 

Straight on th^y bend their way,' and now, in vain, 

Upward doth Arvalan direct the rein ; 

The rein of magic might avails no more, ' 

Bootless its strength against that unseen Power 

That, in their mid oveer, 

Hath seiz'd the Chariot and the Charioteer. 

With hands resisting, and down-pressing feet 
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Upoo their hold 
He iltiigi^es to miintiiii hie dificok eeet 
SeAiDg in Tain with Aal rtrange Power ta ne, 
Their doubled epeed the afiighted Dregons try. 
Forced in a stream from whence was no reCrett, 
Strong at thej are, beh<dd them whiried aloDg, 
Headlong, with uaetev pennona^ tfaroiq^ the dqr* 

What Power was that, which, with resistleoD might 

FoiPd the dread magic thus of Lwrinite 

Twas all-commanding Nature • • They were here 

Within the qpfaere of the adamantine rocks 

Which gird Mount Meru round, as finr below 

That heavenly height where Ganges hath its birth 

Involv'd in clouds and light. 

So fiu* above its roots of ice and snow. 

Oi»..on they roU,..rapt headlong they roll on;.. 

The lost canoe, less nqpidly than this, 

Down the predpitous stream is whirPd along 

To the brink of Niagara's dread abyss. 

On • • on • • they roO^ and now, with shivering shock, 
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Are dashed against the rock that girds the Pole. 

Down from hu shattered nuulthe unhappy Soul 

Is dropt, • • ten thousand thousand fitthoms down, • • • 

• Till in an ice-rift, 'mid the eternal snow. 

Fool Arvalan is stopt. There let him howl, 

Groan there, ..and there, with unavailing moan^ 

For aid on his Almighty Father calL 

All human sounds are lost 
Amid those deserts of perpetual frost. 

Old Winter's drear domain. 
Beyond the limits of the living World, 

Beyond Kehama's reign. 

Of utterance and of motion soon bereft, 

Frosen Ur the ice-rock,*there behold him Ue^ 

Only the painful sense of Being left, 

A Spirit who must feel, and cannot die. 

Bleaching and bare beneath the polar sky. 
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O ye who, by the Lake 

On Mem Mount, partake 

The joys which Heaven hath destined lor the blest, 

Swift, swift, the moments fly. 

The silent hours go by. 

And ye must leave your dear abode of rest 

O wretched Man, prepare 

Again thy Curse to bear I 

Prepare, O wretched Maid, for farther woe ! 

The fatal hour draws near. 
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When Indra's heavenly sphere 
Must own the Tyrant of the World helow. 
To-day the hundredth Steed, 
At Seeva'-s shrine, must bleed. 
The dreadful sacrifice is full to-day ; 
Nor man nor Grod hath power. 
At this momentous hour. 
Again to save the Swerga from his sway. 
Fresh woes, O Maid divine. 
Fresh trials must be thine ; 
And what must thou, Ladurlad, yet endure 1 
But let your hearts be strong. 
And bear ye bravely on. 
For Providence is good, and virtue is secure^ 

They, little deeming that the &tal day 

Vas come, beheld where, through the morning sky, 

A Ship of Heaven drew nigh. 

Onward they watch it steer its steady flight ; 

Till, wondering, they espy 

Old Casyapa, the Sire of Gods^ alight. 
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But, when Ereenim saw the^ Sire appear, 

At diat unwonted and imweloome sight 

His heart receiT*d a sadden shodk of fear : 

Thy presence doth its doleful tidmgs teD, 

' O Father I cried the startled Glendoveer, 

The dreadful hour is near ! I know it welll 

Not for less import would the Sire of Gods 

Forsake his ancient and august abodes. 

Even 8o» serene the immortal Sire replies ; 

Soon like an earthquake will ye feel the blow 

Which consummates the mighty sacrifice : 

And this Worlds and its Heaven, and all tbeteio 

Are then Kehama's. To the second ring 

Of these seven Spheres, the Swerga-King, 

Even now, prepares for flight 

Beyond the circle of the conquered world. 

Beyond the Rajah's might 

Ocean, that clips this inmost of the Spheres, 

And girds it round with everlasting roar, 

Set like a gem appears 



II* THE ftftCBIVXCaS COMSUUaXD. 137 

' Witbiii Aat bendiiig shore. 

lUlber fly ^ the Sons of hearenly race i 

If toOf forsak^ mine ancient dvrelUng-place. 

And now, O Child and Father^ ye must go, 

Tdce op the bordien of your woe, 

And wander once again below. 

With patknt heart hold onward to the end, . • . 

Be true unto yourselves, and bear in mind 

That every God is still the good Man's friend ; 

And theyy who suffer bravely, save mankind. 

Oh tell me, cried £re6nia» for from thee 
Naught can be hidden, when the end will be ! 

Seek not to know, old Casyapa replied. 

What pleaseth Heaven to hide. 

Dark is the abyss of Time, 

But light enough to guide your steps is given ; 

Whatever weal or woe betide. 

Turn never from the way of truth aside. 

And leave the event, in holy hope, to Heaven. 
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The moment is at hand, no more delayi 
Ascend the etherial bark, and go your way; 
And Ye, of heavenly nature^ follow me. 

The will of Heaven be done, Ladurladcried, 

Nor more the man replied ; 
But placed his daughter in the etherial Bark, 
Then took his seat beside. 
There was no word at parting, no adieu. 
Down from that empjrreal height they flew : 
One groan Ladurlad breathed, yet uttered not, 
When, to his heart and brain. 
The fiery Curse again like lightning shot* 
And now on earth the Sire and Child alight, 
Upsoar'dtheShipofHeaven,andsail'dawayfromsight. 



O ye immortal Bowers, 

Where hitherto the Hours 

Have led their dance of happiness for ayc» 

With what a seqse of woe 
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Do ye expect the blow, . 
And see your heavenly dwellers driven away I 
Lo ! where the aunnay-birds of graced mien. 

Whose milk-white forms were seen. 

Lovely as Nymphs, your ancient trees between^ 

And by your silent springs, 

With melancholy cry, 
Now spread unwilling wings ; 
Their stately necks reluctant they protend. 
And through the sullen sky» 
To other worlds, their mournful progress bend. 
The affrighted gales to-day 
O'er their beloved streams no longer play. 
The streams of Paradise have ceas'd to flow ; 
Che Fountain-Tree withholds its diamond shower, 
In this p9rtentous hour, • • 
This dolorous hour, • . this universal woe* 
Where is the Palace, whose &r-flashing beams. 
With streaks and streams of ever-vaiying light, 

Brighten'd the polar night 
Around the frozen North's extremest shore i 






that ihools and fidby and dien ■ wen no iDOie> 
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Tbe Bramin itriket the inevitable lioiir. 
Hie fioal blow is given. 
That over Earth and Heaven 
Confinnt the Afanigfatjr Rigah in his power. 
All evil Spirits then. 
That roam the Worid about. 
Or wander through the sky. 
Set up a joyful shout. 
The Asaras and the Giants join the cry. 
The damn'd in P&dalon acclaim 
Their hop'd Deliverer's name ; 
Heaven trembles with the thunder-drowning sound; 
Back starts afirighted Ocean from the shore. 
And the adamantine vaults, and brazen floor 

Of Hell, are shaken with the roar* 
Up rose the Rajah through the conquered sky, 
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To Beize the Swerga for his proad abode ; 

Myriads of evil Genii round him fly. 

As royally, on wings of winds, he rode, 

Ind scal'd high Heaven, triumphant like a God. 
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NOTES. 



Cabnly the took her teat. — ^I. p. 8. 
She, says Berniery whom I saw burn herselfy when I 
parted from Surat to travel into Pertia, in the presence 
of Monsieur Char din of Farit^ and of mKay English and 
Dutch, was of a middle age, and not unhandsome. To 
represent unto you the undaunted cheerfulness that ap- 
peared in her countenance, the resolution with which she 
marched) washed herself, spoke to the people ; the con- 
fidence with which she looked upon us, viewed her little 
cabiuy made up of very dry millet-straw and small wood, 
went into this cabin, and sat down upon the pile, and 
took her husband's head into her lap, and a torch into 
her own hand, and kindled the cabin, whilst I know not 
how many Brahmans were busy in kindling the fire round 
about : To represent to you» I say, all this as it ought, is 

VOL, I. O 
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not possible for me ; I can at present scarce bdieve it 
myselfy though it be but a few days since I saw it 

They ttrip her amamentt oipiiy.— I. p. 9. 
She went out again to the river, and taking up some 
water in her hands, muttered some prayers, and ofiered 
it to the sun. All her ornaments were then taken from 
her; and her armlets were broken, and chaplets of white 
flowers were put upon her neck and hands. Her hair 
was tudLed up with five combs ; and her fordiead was 
marked with day in the same manner as that of her hus- 
band.— Stavobinus. 

Around her neck they leave 
The tnarriage'knot a/one.— I. p. 9. 
When the time for consummating the marriage is 
come, they light the fire Homam with the wood of Ra- 
vasiton. The Bramin blesses the former, which, being 
done, the brid^oom takes three handfuls of rice, and 
throws it on the bride's head, who does the same to him. 
Afterwards the bride's father dothes her in a dress ao* 
cording to his condition, and washes the bridegroom's 
feet; the bride's mother observing to pour out the wa» 
ter. This beiiig done» the father puts his dan^tei^ 
hand in his own, puts water into it> some pieces of no* 
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tey, and, gtving it to the bridegroom, says, at the same 
[Bie» I haye no longer any thing to do with you, and I 
ive you up to the power of another. The Ta/t, which 
I a iftbon with a golden head hanging at it, is held rea- 
y ; and, being shewn to the company, some prayers and 
fei ffffiii g a are pronounced ; after which the bridegroom 
riUM it» and hangi it about the bride's neck. This knot 
I what pardcuhudy secures his possession of her; for, 
cfiMre he had had the T^tU on, all the rest of the cere- 
Booies might have been made to no purpose; for it has 
fffwf*mMw lyippened, that, when the bridegroom was go- 
qg to fix it on, the bride's father has discovered his not 
ciiig satisfied with the bridegroom's gift, when another, 
iflbring mofc^ has carried off the bride with her father's 
XNMCiit* But, when once the TaU is put on, the mar- 
31^ is indisaiJuble; and, whenever the husband dies, 
he Tali is burnt along with him, to shew that the mar> 
jsge bands ute broke. Besides these particular cere- 
aonies, the people have notice of the wedding by a Pan- 
U, nAadt is raised before the bride's door some days 
Mfcreb The whole concludes with an entertainment 
iriiich the bride's fiither gives to the common fiiends; 
lad di^riog thia festivity, which continues five days, alma 
»e gaeatQ the poor, \and the fire Homam is k^ in* 
QiefleveBth day, the joew-ntamed couple set out fi^r the 
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bridegioom's boose, whither diqr fiie^ien^ go by to^ 
light. The bride and bridegroom are carried in a sedan^ 
paaa through thecbief streets of the city, and are acoom- 
panied by their firiends» who are either on horsdxick or 
mounted on dqihants. — A. Roger. 

They force her 0% they bind her to the dead^^L p. 10. 
^is true, says Bemier, that I have seen some of them, 
whichy'at the sight of the pile and the fire, ai^>eared to 
have some apprehension, and that, perfai^M, would have 
gone bad^ Those demons* the Bramins, that are there 
with their great sticks, astonish them, and hearten them 
up, or even thrust them in ; as I have seen it done to a 
young woman that retreated five or six paces from the 
pile, and to another, that was much disturbed when she 
saw the fire take hold of her clothes, these executioners 
thrusting her in with their long poles. 
. At Labor, I saw a very handsome and a very young 
woman burnt ; I believe she was not above twelve years 
of age. This poor unhappy creature appeared rather 
dead than alive when she came near the pile; she shook 
and wept bitterly. Meanwhile, three or foiir of these 
executioners, the Bramins, together with an old hag that 
held her under the arm, thrust her on, and made her sit 
down upon the wood ; and, lest she should run away, 
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they tied hier legs and hands ; and so they burnt her 
alive. I had enough to do to contain myself for indig* 
nation. — Bernier. 

Fietro Delia Valle conversed with a widow, who was 
about to bum herself by her own choice. She told him, 
that, generally speaking, women were not forced to bum 
themselves ; but sometimes, among people of rank, when 
a young woman, who was handsome, was left a widow, 
and in danger of marrying again, (which is never prac- 
tised among them, because of the confusion and disgrace 
which are inseparable from such a thing) or of falling in- 
to other irregularities, then, indeed, the relations of the 
husband, if they are at all tenacious of the honour of the 
family, compel her to burn herself, whether she likes it 
or no, merely to prevent the inconveniendes which might 
take place. 

. DeUon also, whom I consider as one of the best tra- 
vdlers in the East, expressly asserts, that' widows are 
bumt there ** de grc, ou deforce. Von n*en voit que 
trap qui aprU avoir deiirt et demand la mart avec un 
courage intrepideg et aprU avoir ohtenu et acheti la per' 
mittion de se hr^ler^ ont tremhli h li veu'e du bucher^ se 
tont repentiesy mais trop tard, de leur imprudence, et ont 
ftut d^inutiles efforts pour se retracter, Mais lorsque 
c^la arrive^ bien loin que les Brsmenes soient touchii 
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/let br^kmi pmr force^ mau mooir muoLn eg&rd k km 
plaintOf mi d leun cm."— Tom. i. |k IS8. 

It would be eaiy tomui^y ■atborides upon tin pomt 
Letitnffioe to mention one iaqportant Ustorical 6ct: 
When the greet Alboq^erqne had eitablished hnudf at 
Goe, he fiMtede these aconraed Bacrifioei^ the ivomea 
extolled hiin for it m their benefiwtor end ddiverer, 
(Cammemtariti de Alb, ii« 80.,) and no European in India 
was erer so popular, or 80 revered by the natifes* Yet, 
if we are to believe the anti4nisBkmaries, none but foobi 
fenatics, and pretenders to humanity, would wish to de- 
prive the Hindoo women of the n^t of burning them- 
selves I ^ It may be uaefvA (aasyu Colonel Hark Wilks,) 
to examine the reasonableness of interfering with the 
most exceptionable of all their institutions. It has been 
though an abomination not to be tolerated, that a wi- 
dow should iomiolate herself on the fbneral pile of her 
deceased husband. But what judgment shbuM we Ibnn 
of the Hindoo, who (if any^f our institutionif admitted 
the parallel) should fardhfy pretend to stand betweei a 
Christian and the hope of eternal salvation? And shall 
we not hold him to be a driveller in politics aiid moralsi 
a ianatic in religion, and a pretender in humanity, who 
"^Fould forcibly wrest this hope from tiie Hindoo w^ 
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dow ^'^Sitiorical SkeUhet qf the South of India^ vol. i. 
p. 499. 

Such opinions, and such kmgnage, nwy safelj be left 
to die indignation and pity whicfa tb^ cannot fiul to ez« 
cite. I shall only ezprsss my astonishment, that any 
dung so monstioasy and so misefahly liitile, should have 
proceeded from a man of learnings great good sense, and 
general good feelings, as Colond Wilks evidently appears 
tobe. 

One dropif another phinges tHir— L p. 10. 
When Bemier was passing ftom Amad-A^ad to Agra, 
there came news to him in a borough where the caravan 
rested under the shade, (staying for the oool of the even- 
ing to march on their journey,) that a woman wasthen 
ipon the point of burning heraelf with the body of her 
Misband. I presenliy rose, si^ hc^ and ran to the place 
Miereitwastobedone, whicfa was « great pit» with a 
iSe of wood raised in it, whereon I saw hud a dead 
»rpse and a woman, which, at a distance, seem^ to me 
vettyfiur, sitthig near It on the same pile^ besides lour 
IT five Bramins, putting the fire to it fiom all sides ; five 
fomea of a middle age, and well enough dressed, i hold* 
og one another by the hand, and dancing about the p^ 
nd a great crowd of people, men and womeiv looking 



15£ NOTES. 

on. The pile of wood was presently all on fire, because 
store of oil and butter had been thrown upon it : and I 
saw, at the same time, through the flames^' that the fire 
took hold of the clothes of the woman, that w^re imbu- 
ed with well-scented oils, mingled with powder of san- 
dal and saffiron. All this I saw, but observed not that the 
woman was at all disturbed ; yea, it was said, that she 
had been heard to pronounce, with great force, these 
two wordsy^ve, two, to signify, according to the opinion 
of those that hold the soul's transmigration, that this 
was the Jifth time she had burnt herself with the same 
husband, and that there remained but two more for per- 
fection ; as if she had at that time this remembrance, or 
some prophetical spirit. Bu.t here ended not this infer- 
nal tragedy : I thought it was only by way of ceremony 
that these five women sung and danced about the pit t 
but I was altogether surprised when I saw, that the flame, 
having taken hold of the clothes of one of them, she cast 
herself, with her head foremost, into the pit ; and that 
after her, another, being overcome by the flame and the 
smoke, did the like ; and my astonishment redoubled af- 
terwards, when I saw that the remaining three took one 
another again by the hand, continued their danbe with- 
out any apparent fear ; and that at length they predpi- 
tated themselves, one after another, into the Are, as thei( 
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companlooB had done. I learnt that these had been five 
daves, who, having seen their mistress extremely afflict- 
ed at the sickness of her husband, and heard her pro- 
mise him, that she would not survive him, but bum her- 
self with him, were so touched with compassion and ten- 
.demess towards this their mistress, that they engaged 
themselves in a promise to follow her in her resolution, 
and to bum themselves with her.— Bernier. 

This excellent traveller relates an extraordinary cir- 
cumstance which occurred at one of these sacrifices. A 
woman was engaged in some love-intrigues with a young 
Mahommedan, her neighbour, who was a tailor, and 
could play finely upon the tabor. This woman, in th^ 
hopes she had of marrying this young man, poisoned her 
'husband, and presently came away to tell the tailor, that 
it was time to be gone together, as they had projected, 
or else she should be obliged to bum herself. The young 
man, fearing lest he might be entangled in a mischievous 
business, flatly refused her. The woman, not at all sur- 
prised at it, went to her relations, and advertised them 
of the sudden death of her husband, and openly protest- 
ed that she would not survive him, but bum herself with 
him. Her kindred, well satisfied with so generous a re- 
solution, and the great honour she did to the whole fa- 
o^ly, presently had a pit made and filled with wood, ex- 
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podag the CHpM ifioii it, and londliiig Ae ibe.' M 
uy fnptnOf the womm goes to cBioffioe md nd nVO" 
wd loaD her kindred diat were there about thepfty 
anoBg whooi was also the tailor, who had been invited to 
plaj npott the tabor diat dafy with many others of that 
sort ot men, accor din g to the custom of the ooimtiy» 
This fbry of a woinan being also come to tins jpooDg mtiiy 
made sign as if she would bid him fiuvwdl with the rest ^ 
bat, instead of gently embracing him, she takedi him 
with all her force about his collar, poilB him to the pit» 
and tmnbleth him, together with hersdU^ into the ditch, 
where they both were soon dispatched— Bsrmixr. 

The Hindoos sometimes erect a cliiqiel on the spot 
where one of these sacrifices has been po'fonned, bodi 
on account of the soul of the deceased, and as a trophy 
of her virtue. I remember to have seoi one of these 
pbces, where the spot on which the funeral pile had 
been erected was inclosed and covered vrith bamboos, 
formed into a kind of bower planted with floweriog 
creepers. The inside was set round with flowers^ and 
at one end there was an image.— Crawfurd. 

Some of the Yogees, who smear themselves with ashes, 
use none but what they collect from funeral piles,— -hu- 
man ashes ! Pietro Della Valle. 

From a late investigation, it appears, that the number 
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of womeii Mbo sacrifice themselvef within thirty mUes 
round Cakutta every year, iSf on an average, upwards of 
two hundred The Pundits have already l>een called on 
to produce the sanction of their Shasters for this cus- 
tom. The passages exhibited are vague and general in 
dieir meaning, and differently interpreted by the same 
easts. Some sacred verses commend the practice, but 
none command it; and the Pundits refer once more to 
euitonu Th^ have,' however, intimated, that if govern* 
ment will pass a regulation, amercing.by fine every Brab* 
min who attends a burning, or every Zemindar who per- 
mits him to attend it, the practice cannot possibly long 
continue; for that the ceremony, unsanctified by the 
presence of the priests, will lose its dignity and conse» 
quence in the. eyes of the people. . 

The civilized world may expect soon to hear of the 
abolition of this opprobrium of a Christian administra- 
tion, the female sacrifice; which has subsisted, to our 
certain, knowledge, since the time of Alexander the 
Great — Claitdius Buchanan. 

This practice, however, was manifestly unknown when 
the Institutes of Menu were written. Instructions are 
there given for the conduct of a widow: ** Let her," it 
IS said, ^ emaciate her body, by living voluntarfly on 
pure ikiwers, roots, and fruit ; but let her not, when her 
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loffd is deceased, even prcmounoe' the name ofaootkr 
man. Let her continue till death foigiving aU injuries, 
performing harsh duties, avoiding every sensual pleasure, 
and cheerfully practising the incomparable rules of w- 
tue, which have been followed by such women as were 
devoted to one only husband. Many thousands of firab- 
mins, having avoided sensuality from their early youth, 
and having left no issue in their fomilies, have ascended 
nevertheless to heaven ; and, like those abstemious men, 
a virtuous wife ascends to heaven, though she have do 
child, if, after the decease of her lord, she devote herself 
to pious austerit3r: but a widow, who, from a wish to bear 
children, sUghts her deceased husband by marrying again, 
brings disgrace on herself here below, and shall be ex- 
cluded from the seat of her lord." — Inst, of Menuy cL 5. 
157-161. 

Second marriages were permitted to men.— I6u/. 16T, 
8-9. 

Lol Arvakm appears.^^JI, p. 12. 
Many believe that some souls are sent back to the spot 
where their bodies were burnt, or where their ashes are 
preserved, to wait there until the new bodies they are 
destined to occupy be ready for their reception. This 
appears to correspond with an opimon of Plato, which, 
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with many other tenets of that philosopher, was adopted 
by the early Christians; and an ordinance of the Romish 
church a still extant, prohibiting having lights or making 
merriment in church-yards at night, lest they should dis- 
turb the souls that might come thither.— Crawfurd. 

According to the Danish missionaries, the souls of 
those who are untimely slain wander about as diabolical 
vpecties, doing evil to mankind, and possessing those^ 
whom they persecute. — Niecamp. i. 10. § 14. 

The inhabitants of the hills near Rajamahall believe, 
that when Qod sends a messenger to smpmon a person 
to his presence, if the messenger should mistake his ob- 
ject, and carry off another, he is desired by the Deity to 
take him away ; but as the earthly mansion of this soul 
must be decayedi it is destined to remain mid*way be- 
tween heaven and earth, and never can return to the pre- 
sence of God. Whoever commits homicide without a 
divine order, and whoever is killed by a snake, as a pu- 
nishment for some concealed crime, will be doomed to 
the same state of wandering ; and whoever hangs himself 
will wander eternally with a rope about his neck^-^Asiat* 
Researches* 

Pope Benedict XII. drew up a list of 1 17 heretical opi- 
nions held by the Armenian Christians, which he sent to 
the king of Armenia, — instead of any other assistance, 
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tvfaea that prince applied to him te aM against the Ma- 
homedans. This paper was fiiat pidilished by Beniisi^ 
wad exhibits a curious muOur e of mythologies. Oaeof 
their opinioos was» that the souls of the adidt wandn 
about in the air till the day of judgement; neither 14 
nor the heavenly, nor the terrestrial paradisey beiqg opes 
to them till that day shall have pest. 

Davenanty in one of his plays, specidates upon sodi t 
state of wandering as the lot of the apul after death:— 

I must to darkness go^ hover in doods* 
Or in reroc^ untroubled air, sUent 
As thoughts, or what is uncreated yet; 
Or I must rest in some cold shade, and shall 
Perhaps ne*er see that everlasting ^ring 
Of which philosophy so long has dreamt. 
And seems rather to wish than understand. 

Love and Honour. 

I know no other author who has so often expressed 
to those who could understand him, his doubts respect- 
ing a future state, and how burthensome he felt them. 

But /, all naked feeling and raw life. — II. p. 14w 
By the vital souls of those men who have committed 
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Ins in the body, another body, composed of nerves, with 
ive sensatioiis, in order to be susceptible of torment, 
(ball certainly be assumed after death ; and being inti- 
oately united with those minute nervous particles, ao* 
x>nling to their distribution, they shall feel in that new 
yody the pangs inflicted in each case by the sentence of 
Sfama.— Jfu^ of Menu, 

Henry Mor^ the Platonist, has two applicable stanzas 
in his Song of ^e Soul:*- 

Like to a light fast lock'd in lanthom dark. 
Whereby by night our wary steps we guide 
In slabby streets, and dirty channels mark. 
Some weaker rays through the black top do glide. 
And flusher streams, perhaps, from homy side ; 
But when we've past the peril of the way, 
Arriv'd at home, and laid that case aside,— 
The naked light how clearly doth it ray. 
And spread its joyful beams as bright as summer's day « 

Even so the soul, in this contracted state, 
Confin'd to these strait instruments of sense, 
More duU and narrowly doth operate ; 
At this hole hears, — the sight must ray from thence,— 
Here tastes, there smells ;••— but when she's gone from 
hence, 
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like naked lamp she is one shining sphere, . 
And round about has perfect cognoscence, 
Whatever in her horizon doth appear. 
She is one orb of senses all eye, all airy ear. 

AmkI the uncouth allegory, and more uncouth lan- 
guage, of this strange series of.poems^ a few passages 
are to be found of exceeding beauty. Milton, who was 
the author's friend, had evidently read them. 

Undying as lam i^-ll, p. 13. 
The Soul is not a thing of which a man may say, it 
hath been, it is about to be> or is to be hereafter; for it 
is a thing without birth ; it is ancient, constant, an4 eter- 
nal, and is not to be destroyed in this its mortal frame. 
How can the man who believeth that this thing is incor- 
ruptible, eternal, inexhaustible, and without birth, think 
that he can either kill or cause it to be killed ! As a man 
tliroweth away old garments and putteth on new, even 
so the Soul,, having quitted its old mortal frames, ente^ 
cth into others which are new. The weapon divideth it 
not, the fire burneth it not, the water corrupteth it not, 
the wind drieth it not away ; — for it is indivisible, incon- 
jBumable, incorruptible, and is not to be dried away ;— 
it is eternal, universal, permanent, immoveable ; it is 
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nnriaiU^liiiooiiceivabl^ and unalterable.— Bhaovat 
Gebta. 

Jlfarrta/a(y.— II. p. 16. 
' Mariatale, as Sonnerat spells the Dame> was wife of 
the penitent Chamadaguini, and mother of Parassoura- 
ma, who was, in part, an incaraation of Veeshno. This 
goddess, says Sonnerat, commanded the elements, but 
could not preserve that empire longer than her heart was 
pure.' One day, while she was collecting water out of a 
tank, and, according to her custom, was making a bowl 
of jearth to carry it to the house, she saw on the surface 
of the water, some figures of Grindovers (Glendoveers) 
which were flying over her head. Struck with their beau- 
ty her heart admitted an impure thought, and the earth 
of tiie bowl dissolved. From that time she was obliged 
to make use of an ordinary vessel. This discovered to 
Chamadaguini that his wife had deviated from purity ;' 
and, in the excess of his rage, he ordered his son to dtag 
her to the place where criminals were executed, and t6 
bdiead her. The order was executed ; but Parassbura- 
ma was so much afflicted for the loss of his mother, that 
Chamadaguini told him to take up the body, and fasten 
die head upon it, and repeat a prayer (which he taught 
hiip for that purpose) in her ear, and then his mother 
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would come to life again* The son ran ei^riy topep^ 
fonn what he was ordered, but, by a very singolar blmi- 
der» he joined the head of his mother to the body of a 
Parichiy who had been executed for her crimes ; a mon- 
strous union, which gave to this woman the virtues of a 
goddess, and the vices of a criminal. The goddess, be- 
coming impure by such a mixture, was driven from her 
house, and committed all kinds a£ cruelties. The De- 
verkels, perceiving the destruction she made, iqppeased 
her by giving her power to cure the smaIl*pox, and pro* 
mising that she should be implored for that disorder. 
Mariatale is the great goddess of the Farias ;— ^to boooor 
her, they have a custom of dancing with several pots <^ 
water on their heads, placed one above the other: These 
pots are adorned with the leaves of the Margosies, a tree 
consecrated to her. 

It wag my hour qffoUy^^4I, p. 14. 
" Among the qualities required for the proper execu* 
tion of public business, mention is made, ** That a man 
must be able to keep in subjection his lust, his anger, his 
avarice, his Jblfyf and his pride." The folly there spe- 
cified is not to be understood in the usual sense of the 
word in an European idiom, as a n^^tive quality, or the 
mere want of sense, but as a kind of obstinately stupid 
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lethaigy* or perverse absence of mind, in which the ^U 
is not alt(^gether passive: It seems to be a weakness pe- 
culiar to Asia, for we cannot find a term by which to ex- 
press the precise idea in the European languages. It ope- 
rates somewhat like the violent impulse of fear, under 
which men vdll utter fidsehoods totally incompatible 
with each other, and utteriy contrary to their own <^i- 
mofOf knowledge, and conviction ; and, it may be added 
also^ their inclination and intention* 

^ veiy remarkable instance of this temporary frenzy 
happ&aed lately in the supreme Court of Judicature at 
Calcutta, where a man (not an idiot) swore, upon a trial, 
that he was no kind of relation to his brother, who was 
then in Court, and who had constantly supported him 
from his in&ncy ; and that he lived in a house by him- 
self for which he paid the rent from his own pockety 
when it was proved that he was not worth a rupees and 
when the person in whose house he had always resided 
stood at the bar close to him. 

Another conjecture, and that exceedingly acute and 
ingenious, has been started upon this /o%, that it may 
mean the deception which a man permits to be imposed 
on his judgement by his passions, as acts of rapacity and 
avarice are often committed by men who ascribe them 
to prudence and a just assertion of their own right; ma- 
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lice indnaooiirpiMlbrjiiitieepaBdlKiililityforspint. 
Tliifl opinion* when tboroagfaij eamiBed, wiU very iM^ 
Ij tally with the Ibnner; for all the psMMH, as ncil » 
fear, have an equal eflicacy U» distmb and distort tihe 
mind: But to account f<Mr.tlieyo£fjr here spoken of as be- 
ing the offiipring of the pasoons, instead of drawing t 
parallel between it and the impukea of those passioos, 
we must suppose the impulses to act with infinitdy more 
violence upon an Asiatic mind than we can ever have 
leen exemplitfed in Europe. It is, however, something 
like the madness so inimitably delineated in the Hero of 
Cervantes, sensible enough upon some occasions, and at 
the same time completely wild, and unconscious of itself 
upon otliers; and that, too, originally produced by an 
effort of the will, though, in the end, overpowering and 
superseding its functions. — Halheii, 

The little tongsters of the sky 
Sit tilent in the sultry hour, — IV. p. 81. 
The tui^ed lark, fixed to this fruitful land, says Son- 
nini, Hpcnking of Egypt, never forsakes it ; it seems, how- 
ever, that the excessive heat annoys him. You may see 
thuMtf birds, as well as sparrows, in the middle of the day, 
with their hills half open, and the muscles of their breasts 
^Kitated, breathing with difficulty, and as if they panted 
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e^iiratioD« The instinct, which induces them to 
r those means of subsistence which are easily ob- 
if and in abundance, although attended with some 
iogy resembles the mind of man, whom a thirst for 
} engages to brave calamities and dangers without 
«r. 

The WaUhmafL-^V. 38. 
«' watchmen are provided with no offensive weapons 
(ting a sUng ; on the contrary, they continue the 
3 day standing in one single position, upon a pillar 
ty raised about ten feet, where they remain bellow- 
ontinually, that they may terrify, without hurting, 
irds who feed upon the crop. Eveiy considerable 
contains several such centinels, stationed at differ- 
omers, who repeat the call from one to another so 
santly, that the invaders have hardly any opportu- 
»f making good a livelihood in the field* 
eee watchmen are forced, during the rains, to erect, 
id of a clay pillar, a scafiblding of wood as high as 
rop, over which they suspend a roof of straw, to 
sr their naked bodies from the rain. — Tennant. 

The Golden Palaces.-^V. 38. 
ery thing belonging to the Sovereign of Ava has (he- 
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additiod of tAof, or golden, annexed to it ; even his ma- 
jetty's person is never mentioned but in conjunction with 
this precious metal. When a subject means to sffiim 
that the king has heard any thing, be says, *' it has'readh 
ed the golden ears f* be who obtained admission to the 
royal presence has been at the *^ golden feet'' Thepo>- 
fume of otta of roses, a nobleman observed one dsy, 
** vras an odour grateful to the golden no6e.''«-STifB8» 

A cloud ascending in the eastern $hjf 
Sails shwly der the vale. 
And darkens round, and closes in the nighi^^^Y, pt 40l 
At this season of the year, it is not uncommon, to- 
wards the evening, to see a small black cloud rising io 
the eastern part of the horizon, and afterwards spreading 
itself to the north-west. This phenomenon is always at- 
tended with a violent storm of wind, and flashes of the 
strongest and most vivid lightning and hebvy thundefi 
which is followed by rain. These storms sometimes last 
for half an hour or more; and, when they dii^)erse, they 
leave the air greatly freshened, and the sky of a deep, 
clear, and transparent blue. When they occur near the 
full moon, the whole atmosphere is illuminated by a soft 
but brilliant sUver light, attended with genUe airs.- 

HODGESi 

8 
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A white ftag^ flapping to the winds of nighty 
* Marks where the tyger sev^d his human prey. 

V. p. 40. 
Ik is usual to place a small white triangular flag, fixed 
to a bamboo staf^ of ten or twelve feet long, at the place 
where a tyger has destroyed a man. It is conmion for 
tiie passengers, also, each to throw a stone, or brick, near 
the QK>t, so that, in the course of a little time, a pile 
eijual to a good waggon^load is collected. This custom, 
as well as the fixing a rag on any particular thorn-bush, 
near the fiital spot, is in use likewise on various accounts. 
Many brambles may be seen in a day's journey, complete* 
ly covered with this motley assemblage of remnants. The 
si^ of the flags and piles of stones imparts a certain 
mdancholyy not perhaps altogether devoid of apprehen* 
sion* They may be said to be of service, in pointing 
out the places most frequented by tyger8.«-0ncR<a^ 
SportSf vol. ii. p. S2. 

Pollear^^Y. p. 48. 

Hie first and greatest of the sons of Sevee is Pollear : 

he presides over marriages : The Indians build no house 

without having first carried a Pollear oa the ground, 

which they sprinkle with oil^ and throw flowers on it 
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every day. If they do not invoke it before they ante- 
take any enterprise, they believe that €rod will nuke then 
forget what they wanted to undertake, and that their b- 
hour will be in vain. He is represented with an depbusit 
head, and mounted on a rat; but in the pagodas they 
place him on a pedestal, with his legs almost crossed. A 
rat is always put before the door of his chapd. This rat 
was a giant, called Gudja-mougihchourin, on whom the 
gods had bestowed immortality, as well as great powerii 
which he abused, and did much harm to mankind. Fol- 
lear, entreated by the sages and penitents to deliver theoi 
pulled out one of his tusks, and threw it against Gud^ 
mouga^ourin ; the tooth entered the giant's stomach) 
and overthrew him, who immediately changed himself 
into a rat as large as a mountain, and came to attack 
PoUear ; who sprung on his back, telling him, that here- 
afler he should ever be his carrier. 

The Indians, in their adoration of this god, cross their 
arms, shut the fist, and in this .manner, give themaelves 
several blows on the temples ; then, but always with the 
arms crossed, they take hold of their ears, and make three 
inclinations, bending the knee ; after which, with their 
hands joined, they address their prayers to him, and 
strike their forehead. They have a great veneration for 
this deity, whose image they place in all temples, streets^ 
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h^hwsyi^ wadf in the ooimtryy at the fbot of some tree; 
tibet aH the worid may have an opportunity of invoking 
him befixe diqr undertake any oonoem ; and that tra- 
veOen may make their adorations and oAerings to him 
befoie tiiey puiaue their journey^— SoimxRAT. 

The Olend&oeen.'^YL p. 51. 

• This wofdis akered fiom the GrhuUmven of Sonne- 
tat» who describes these cdestial chiklren of Casyapa as 
ftmoosfiir their beauty; they have wmgs, he adds, and 
ty in the air with their wives. I do not know whether 
they are the Crandharvas of the English orientalists. The 
WJDfB ^^ whkh they are attired in the poem are bor- 
rowed fiom the n^g^ected story of Peter Wilkins^ a work 
of great genius. Whoever the author was, his Winged 
people are the most beautiful creatures of imi^;inatioa 
diat ever were devised. I copy his minute description of 
the graundeej as he calls it;»Stothard has made some 
del%htfttl drawings of it in the Novelist's lii^gasne. 

- ** She first threw i^ two long bianchest or ribe» of the 
whale-bone^ as I called it befbre, (and indeed far several 
of its properties, as toughness, elasticity, and pliableness, 
nothing I have ever seen can so justly be compared to it^) 
vrtudi were jointed bdiind to the upper-bone of the i^ine^ 
and vdiichi when not extended, lie bent over the sboul«> 
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;flttlielovff 
Aey itaBd didr whofe kagdi iteie the riui^ 

Ae tofUat and nort plidJe «nd v»»Or -erfi^ 

om be imagined m *e interrtiat 1*^^ 

ing from their foot Of joint »tl»e tack lip Am the 

hinder pitft of the heA "Od «« Wf ^ay Adr oftt 
length! but, when dosed, ti» mcBbiMD Mi d«ni iP 
the middle upon the neck, lik» mi hindktfdiie£ ThcK 
an ftlfo two other ribe, riiinf^ as it. weie, froB tiie wae 
looty whidiy when open, run horimitBify, but not fiD hi^ 
at the others. These are filled up in the interstioe b» 
tween them and the upper ones with the same meoi- 
brane ; and on the lower side of this ia alao a deep flap 
of the membrane, so that the arms can be ekher above 
or below it in flight, and are always above it when closed 
Thi9 last rib, when shut, flaps under the upper one^ and 
also falls down with it before to the waist ; but it is not 
joined to the ribs below. Along the whole qf)ine4)0DC 
runs a strong, flat, broad, grisly cartilage, to which are 
joined several other of these ribs, all which open horiso» 
tally, and are filled in the interstices with the above mem- 
branei and are jointed to the ribs of the pecson just whoa 
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lae plane efte back begins to turn towards the breast 
andbdty; and, when shuty wrap the body round to the 
jointa on die contrary side^ folding neatiy one side o?er 
llModieiv 

* At the lower spine are two more ribs eitended hori- 
sontaOy when open, jointed again to die laps, and long 
eaough to meet die joint on die co n ti a ry sule cross the 
Mly: and flom the h^pjointywhidi is on the outermost 
ed|ge of the hip4)oney runs a pliaUe cartilage quite down 
die oatside of the thq^ and leg to the ande ; ftom which 
there branch oat dhrers other ri)iy horiaontally also when 
open, boty when dosed, they enoompaar the whole thigh 
and kgv roOing mwards cross the back of die hg and 
thi^ dQ di^ reach and just cover the cartilage. The 
hiterstioes of these are filled iqp with the same membrane. 
From the two iSis whidi join to die lower q[»ne-bon^ 
dure hapgi down a sort of short apnn^ my full of plaitsb 
ftom hipijoint to hipjoint^ and readies bdow die but- 
todu, half wiqr or mora to the bams. This has also se- 
veral small limber ribs in it Just upon the lower q[iine- 
joint^ mid above the apron, as I call it, there are two 
other l<mg:brandies, which, when dose, exte n d upon the 
back from the point they join at below to the shoulderBb 
where each lib has a dasper, which reaching over die 
Sioulders, just under die fold of the uppermost branch 
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• 

or ribs, hold np the two ribs Alt to die back, likeaV, 
the uitc t Hites of which tfe iiUed qp witk the aiSonmi 
memlinme. TlibhtttpieeeyhilfigfatyfclltdowaahMit 
to the andeSy where the two ciaq[Mn» hipping lader etch 
kg widun-ode^ hold it my ftet; and thn, iIkh die 
•hort apron 18 dnmn np^ bj the Mienglii oftheiibfii 
it, between tiie tilths forward, and oovenaaftrailk. 
rim of the belly. The wfacde amn are c ove r ed lAo fiwai 
the shoulders to the wrist with liie same deilcatoBNBh. 
branc^fiMtened to rflw of p roport i ooaibie dimensions, sad 
jointed to a cartihge on tiie ontaide in tile nme manner 
as on tibe legs. It is veiy soiprising to fed thediftreace 
of these ribs when open and when closed; for doeedr 
they are as pliable as the fineat whale-bone, <Mr more so; 
but, when extended, are as strong and stiff as a bone. 
They are taperiog fiom the roots^ and are broader or 
narrower, as best suits the phces they occapy, and the 
stress they are put to, up to their points^ whidi are sl- 
most as small as a hair. The membrane between them 
is the most elastic thing I ever met with, occupying no 
;nore space, when the ribs are dosed, than just fiom rft 
to rib, as flat and smooth as possible; but, when extend 
ed in some postures, will dilate itself surprisingly. 

^It is the most amazing thing in the world to observe 
the Uirge expansion of this giaundee when open, and^ 
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whenxloaedi (m it all it in a momeDty upon the party's 
desoeoty) to see it fit to dose and compact to the body 
as no tailor caa cone up to it ; and then the several ribs 
lie so justly disposed in. the several parts^ that instead of 
being» as one woiiU im4gline» a disadvantageio the shapes 
^hegr make the body, and limbs look extremely elegant ; 
and by tiie diftrent a^ustment.of their lines on the bo4y 
ladjftnbsi the. wholes to my hncy, somewhat reseoibles 
the dress of; the old Roman warriors in their buskins ; 
andf to jypearanoet seems much more noble than.any 
fictitious iacb I ever sawi or can fi»me a notion of to 
myaeUL'' . 

■ 

Moimt Himakoatj^yL p. 5S, 
Duthmmia, Say^Matali, what mountain is that which, 
like an evenii^ doud, pours, eihilainting streamsy and 
forms a golden xone between the western and eastern 
seas? 

JddkJL Thaty O kiiig 1 is the mountain of Gandhar" 
vasy named; Hdmac&ta: The universe contains not a 
more excellent place for the successful devotion .of the 
pious* There Ca^yi^iBy father of the inunortalsy ruler of 
men, son of Marichiy who sprang from the self-existent, 
resides with his consort Aditi, blessed in holy retire- 
ment«*-We now enter the sanctuary of hun who rules 
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from tjuimtbl loarcci, 

DmikmmUm. I see frith e^ttl wmnmmnk bodi tliB 
piooi and tbeir cwfid leticit. It beoomei^ indeed, pare 
ipiriti to feed on belmy air in a foratt biooenqg with 
treeeoflifes to bathe in riDe d^ jeUowwitlitbe gol- 
den dun of the lotm^ and to ftrtify their virtue in the 
mjateriooibath; to meditate in cavesy the pebbles of 
wiiich are unUemiahed geme; and to reatiain their pas* 
sioaey even though nymphs of eaquiBite beao^ froliGk 
aroond them. In this grove ak»e is attained the sum* 
mit of true ptetjy to which other hennite in vain aqpire. 
— Saoontala. 

Her ieaih predoonf^ 
JTo thai hiack hour qfmidnigktf when the Moon 
Hath turned herfaee'am^ 
Unwilling to behold 
The tuihappy end qfgmlt /-^VL p. 58. 
I will now qpeak to thee of that timein whidi^ should 
a devout man die, he will never return; and of that time 
in which, dying, he shall return again to earth. 

Thoseholy men who are acquainted with Brahm, depart- 
ing this life in the fiery light of day, in the bright season 
of the moon, within the six mcmdis of the sun's northern 
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ooarM^gountoliiiiis but tiiose who depart in the gloomy 
ii%fat of the Moon's dark season, and wfaflst the Sun ia 
yet within tiie southern path of his journeyy ascend for a 
while into 'the regions of the Bfoon, and again return to 
mortal birth. These two^ Light and Darkness, are es« 
teemed the Worid's eternal ways : he who walketh in 
the fenner path retumeth not ; whilst he who walketh 
in tlie latter, cometh back again upon the earth*— -» 
KUCBSHKA, in th€ Bhagvat Geeta. 

Jfidra^— VL p. SS. 
The Indian Grod of the visible Heavens is called Indra^ 
or the King ; and Divetpetir, Lord of the Sky. He has 
the character of the Roman Genius, or chief of the Good 
Spirits. His consort is named Sachi ; his celestial city 
Jmaravati ; his palace Vaifayanta ; his garden Nania- 
na ; his chief elephant Airevat ; his charioteer Matali ; 
and his weapon Vajra^ or the thunder-bolt He is the 
regent of winds and showers, and, though the East is 
peculiarly under his care, yet his Olympus is Mem, or 
the North Pole, allegorically represented as a mountain 
of gold and gems. He is the Prince of the beneficent 
Oenii.-^ir W. Jones. 

A distmct idea of Indra, the King of Immortals, may be 
collected from a passage in the ninth section of the Geta. 
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^ These htving, throiif^ virtoe, reached the mannoii 
of the Uqg of Skiroi, feait on the exquisite hesveolj food 
of the Gods ; they, who have eqoyed this lofty KgMm 
of SwERGA» 5ii^ whose Tirtiie is e¥han8ted, reriat the 
habitation of mortals. 

He is the God of thunder and the five elements^ with 
inferior Genii under his command ; and is ccmceived to 
govern the eastern quarter of the world, but to preside 
like the Oeniut or Agathodmnon of the andenta^ over 
the celestial bands, which are stationed on the sommk 
of Mkru, or the North Pole, where he soboes the Gods 
with nectar and heavenly music 

The Cinnaroi are the male dancers in Swsrga, or the 
Heaven of Indra, and the Apsaras are his dancing girls, 
answering to the fairies of the Persians, and to the dam- 
sels called in the Koran hMiru /iJ^it, or, with antelopt^i 
eyes. — Sir W. JONES, 

I have seen Indra tremble at his prayer^ 
And at his dreadful penances turn pa/e.— VI. p. 55. 
Of such penances Mr Halhed has produced a curious 
specimen. 

** In the wood, Midhoo, which is on the confines of 
the kingdoms of Br^ge, Tarakee selected a pleasant and 
beautiftil spot, adorned vrith verdure and blossomi^ and 
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there exerted himself in penance and mortification, ex- 
ternally, with the stncerest piety, but, in reality, the most 
maKgnant intention, and with the determined purpoie 
of oppressing the Devetas ; penances such as credulity 
itsdf was astonished to hear; and they are here reooont* 
ed:— 

/ 1. For a hundred years, he held up his arms and one 
foot towards heaven, and fixed his eyes iqpon the sun the 
whole time. 

£. For a hundred years, he remained standing on tip* 
toe. 

- 5. For a hundred years more, he nourished hunself 
with nodiing but water. 

4. For a hundred years more, he lived upon nothing 
but air. 

. 5. For a hundred years more, he. stood and made his 
adorations in the river. 

0, For a huQdred years more^ he made those adora- 
tions buried up to his neck m the earth. 

7. For a hundred years more, enveloped with fire. 

8. For a hundred years mcure, he stoodupon his head 
with his feet towards heaven. 

: 9. For a hundred years more, he stood up(m the palm 
of one hand resting on the ground. 
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la ForahoBdredyean mortp he boig Iqr ^ ImdA 
fiom the bnmch of a tree. 

ll* For a handled ymn moti, he hong fiom a tree 
widi hit heed downwards* 

When he at length came to a re^iite fiom dtesese* 
veremortificationsy a radiant glory encirded the devo* 
tee,andaftuneoffire» arismg fiom hie head» b^gaato 
oontnme tiie whole world/'— I'Vvei tki Seeta iVeriW} 
Mauricb'8 History qfHindottan. ^ 

You see a pious Yogis motionlesB.ara poHaid, holdfflg 
hb thick busby hair, and fixing his ^es on the solar orii. 
Ifaik— -his body Is half coversd with a winie an^s edi- 
fioe made of raised day ; the dun of a onake sufqpiies the 
place of his sacerdotal thread, and part of it girds his 
loins ; a number of knotty plants endrde and wound 
his neck, and surrounding birds' nests aimOst ooiioealhie 
shoulders. 

Dtishmanta. I bow to a man of his auistere devotion. 

— 'Saooktala. 

That even SeeO0^s self^ 
The Highest f cannot grants and he seeurej-^Vl, p. 55. 
It will be seen firom the fdlowing faUe, that Seeva had 
once been reduced to a very humiliating emplojnnent by 
one of Kebama's predecessors : 
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JUvMMH bf Ui power and infernal arta, had fiifcguga- 
ted an the gods and denugodfly and forced them to pcr- 
ibnn menial offices aboot his pefson and household* JGi^ 
ira made garlands of flowers to adorn him withal ; Agni 

was hit cook; Smry supplied light by day, and CiUm- 

• 

irm by B^ght; Varunm parweyed water for the paboe ; 
boffis fimushed cash. The whole noMh^aAa (the nwe 
plmtuimy spheres) sometimes arranged themselves into 
aladder,by whidi, they serving as steps, the tyrant as- 
cended his throne : Brahma (for the great gods were 
there abo; andlghrethis anecdote as I find it in my 
memor a nda^ without any improvedarrangement)— JTrdU 
Ma was n hendd, proclaiming the giant's titles, the day 
of the weds, month, &c. daily in the palace^— a sort of 
^leaking afananadc : ilfaAiii2e9a,(i.e. Seeva,}inhisAvn- 
tam of Kandeh^roe^ performed the office of barber, and 
trimmed the giants' beards : Vishnuhad the honouraUe 
ocaqpetwn of instructing and drilling the dancing and 
singing girls, and selecting the fiurest for the royal bed : 
GaneM had the care of the cows, goats, and herds; ITiiyii 
swept the house ; Tama washed the linen ;— and in this 
flianner were all the gods emfdoyed in the memal offices 
of JRavaiM, who rebuked and flogged them in defiuilt of 
industry and attention. Nor were the female divinities 
exempted ; for Bhavani^ in her name and form of Satni, 
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WW hod Ajit or mme^ to RAvana's diildrea; Lakdm 
awl Smmm&ii woe alao amoiig then, but it does not 
wppdu in wiwt ofiacttir.— MooRx's ffia^ti PoniAeo*, 
|ft.SSS. 

8eeva was once ia danger even of annihUatioo : ^In 
pawing from the town of SQgnt to Deonhtdly, says Co- 
lonel Wilksy I became aoddentally informed of asect, 
pQCuliafy as I since understand, to the north-eastern parts 
of Mjsoor, the women of which universally undergo the 
amputatioo of the firrt joints of the third and fourth fin- 
ggn ci^^'V^ '^"^ On my arrival at DeoribuUy, 
aftsraag^ rt a iniq g that therequest would not gjveoflfence, 
Ijpflpsd tosee some of these women ; and, the same 
^/mfBtioo^ seven of them attended at my tent The sect 
ipeiubHUvision of the JWWrreioo IFoiktti;* and beloDgs 
10 the fourth great dass of the Hmdoos, via. the Souder. 
£veiy woman of the sect, previously to piercing the ears 
of her eldest daughter, preparatory to her being betroth- 
ed in marriage, must necessariiy undergo this mutilation, 
which is performed by the blacksmith of the village, for 
a regulated fee, by a sui^gical process suffidently rude. 
The finger to be amputated is placed on a block; the 
bladismith phices a chisel over the articulation of the 

uL^^lTwur^V'^^^^ "^'* Caaara,8ignlfie8r«rfr, 
tmcivxtntd ;^Woha, a husbandman. 
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joiat, and cbops it oT at 8 Bingle blow. Ifthegiritobe 
belietiied k motlierleM, and the mother of tbe boy bave 
iiot befofe been mdject to the operation, it 18 incambeDt 
on her to perfimn the aacrifioe. After sadsfjong myself 
wiA n^gaid to the lacts of the case, I enquired into the 
orfgin of ao itnuige a pnctioe, and one of the women 
iciata^ with great floemy, the following traditionary 
tale^ fHneh has since been repeated to me, with no ma- 
teriid deviation, by severs! others of the sect: 
. A Radbas (or giant) named Frica, and in after times 
3k m Min er, or the giant of the ashes^ had, by a coarse 
of anstera devotion to Mmhatho (Seeva) obtained fiom 
him the promise of whatever boon he should ask. The 
Racfaaa acoordin^y demanded^ that every person on 
whose head he should place his right hand, might ia- 
standy be reduced to ashes ; and Ifahadeo conferred 
the boon, without suspicion of the purpose ftv which it 
was designed* 

The Rachas no sooner found himself possessed of this 
formidaUe power, than he attempted to use it for the 
destruction of his benefactor. Mahadeo fled, the Ra- 
dias pursued, and followed the fugitive so closely as to 
diaoe him into a thick grove; idiere Mahadeo, chan- 
ging his form and bulk, concealed himsdf in the centre of 
a froit, then called iunda pundoo, but since named Unga 
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fMiiiiy from the retenManee wbi A iti Iwmel tli^^ 
wnrd aMomad to the Ung^ tlie appro p ri t e emblem of 
Biahadeo. 

The Racfaas havii^ fost agbt of Biahadeoy enqoired of 
a hnsbandmaiiy wfaowaa wotkingftiti»^adjoiimig fidd, 
whether he had aeen the fn^githre^ and whst directkm he 
had taken. The hutbandman, who had attenltvdj €b< 
lenred the whde traiaactioDy fearftd of the fataie ie< 
aentment of Mahadeo, aad equally ahvmed lor die pre* 
sent irengeanoe of the giant» anawered alovd^ that he had 
seen no fugitifey bat pointed, at the same tUnOy with ihd 
little finger of his t^ hand, to the place of Mahadeo% 
concealment. 

In this extremity,* Viahnon descended, in the form of 
a beautiful damsel, to the rescue of Mahadeo. TheRa* 
chas became instantly enamoured ;— the damsd was a 
pure Brahmin, and might not be approadied by the «»■ 
clean Rachas. By degrees she appeared to relent ; and, 
as a previous condition to fiuther advanced, enjomed the 
performance of his ablutions in a ne^hbouring pooL Af« 
ter these were finished, she prescribed, as a fiutherpuri- 
ficatioD, the performance of the St^ndiOf''-^ ceremony in 
which the right hand is successively applied to the breast, 
to the crown of the head, and to other parts of the body. 

* Dignas vindice nodo»« 
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IbeRach»»timilcii]goii]yofkife9 and fofgetfidofthe 
powen of In nigbt hand, performed die iSf^ 

Mahadeo aofw iMRied fiom the linga tufsda, and, after 
tihe proptf adaMmledgmeiitB for his deUveraDoe^ pro* 
eeedad to dkaam the guilt of the treacherous husband- 
nan, juddetermhied on the loss of the finger with whidi 
he had oftndedf as the proper punishment of his crime. 

The wifo of tlie husbandman,, who had just arrived at 
tfaefield with food for her husband, hearing this dread- 
fol senleooeji threw hersdf at the feet of Mahadeo. She 
lepws e Bt ed the certain ndn of her fondly, if her fans* 
hand shoohl be disabled for some months from perfomk^ 
li^thefadxwfB of the form, and besought the Deity to 
accept two of her fingers, instead of one frmn her hus- 
band. Mahadeo, pleased with so sincere a proof of con- 
jugal aiftction, accepted the exchange, and ordained, 
tiiat her fonialepo6iei%, in all future geneiationB, should 
sacrifice two fingors at his tenajfie^ as a memorial of the 
transaction, and of their exclusive devotion to the God 
of the Ling. 

The practice is, aocordin^y, confined to the supposed 

posterity of this sin^e woman, and is not common to the 

'whole sect of Murresoo-Wokul. I ascertained the actual 

number of fomilies who observed this practice in three 
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suoceaaive districts through which I afterwards passed, 
and I coq^ectiire that^ within the limits of Misoor, tbej 
may amount to about two thousand houses. 

The Hill of Seciee, in the talook of Cdar, where the 
giant was destroyed, is (according to this tradition) fonn- 
edof the ashes of Busmaa-floor: It is held in particulsr. 
veneration by this sect, as the diief seat of their appro- 
priate sacrifice; and the fact of its oontamii^ Kttieor no 
moisture, is hdd to be a miraculous fwoof that the adia 
of the giant continue to absorb the most yioknt and COP- 
tinned rain. This is a remarkahle eaaanapke of eay ci» 
dulity. I have eiamined the mountain, whidi is of a 
sloping form, and composed of poarse granite^— &I. 
SkrUha (if the South cflndia^ voL i. p. 44^ notCit 

The Ship qf Heofoen.-^Vl. p. GCK 
I have converted the FmanOf or self^moving Car of 
the Gods, into a Ship. Capt. Wilford has given the his- 
tory of its invention,— -and, what is more curious, has at- 
tempted to settle the geography of the stQiy : 

*^ A most pious and venerable sage, named RiSHi'* 

Ce'sa, being very far advanced in years, had resolved to 

visit, before be died, all the famed places of pilgrinu^; 

' and, having performed his resolution, he bathed at last 

in the sacred water of the CaUi, where he obseyrved somQ 
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Mies engaged In amorooB play, and reflecting on their 
nnmerous progeny, which would sport like them in the 
itream, he lamented the improbabOity of leaving any 
duldren: but, since he mi|gfat possibly be a father, even 
at Ml great age, he went immediately to the king of that 
ootmtiy, HiRANTAVSRNA, who had fifty daughters, and 
demanded one of them in marriage. So strange a de- 
mand gave the prince great uneasmess : yet he was un- 
wilUng to incur the displeasure of a saint, whose impre- 
catiens he dreaded; he, therefore, invoked Heri, or HiA- 
fia^ to inspire him with a wise answer, and told the hoar 
phikieopher, that he should marry anyone of his dau^ 
ters, who^ of her own accord, should fix on him as her 
bridegroom. The sage, rather disconcerted, left the 
palace ; but, calling to mind the two sons of AawiNi, 
he hastened to their terrestrial abode^ and requested 
that they would bestow on him both youth and beauty i 
they immediately conducted him to AbhimatadOf which 
we suppose to be Al^dus^ in Upper Egypt ; and^ when 
he had bathed in the pod o€ RupayauvanOf he was re« 
stored to the flower of his age with the graces and charms 
of Ca'ma'ds'va. On his return to the palace, he en* 
tered the secret apartments, called antahpura^ where the 
fifty princess^ were assembled: and they were all so 
transported with the vision of more than human beauty, 
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that they fefl into an ecstM^ wlieiioe the plaoe ma af* 
terwaids named Mohoii^han^ or Mohana, and is, pes- 
aOdy, the same with Mokannam Hiey no sooner had 
recovered from tiieir traiide, "fhaheadi'df thein exdaiBi- 
ed, that she would be his bride; and their adtercatioB 
having brought HmAHTAVERNA mto iheir iq[MurtmeBt| 
he terminated the contest by giving them aU in nuurriBge 
to Rishice'sa, who became the fkthet of a hundred 
sons; and, when he succeeded to the throne, built die 
dty of Suc-haverddhanOf fhuned whAiuu, or cdestisl, 
self-movmg cars, ih which he visited the gods, and made 
gardenS) abounding in ddi^its^ which rivdled the bowers 
of Indra ; but, having granted the desire^ which he 
formed at Matoyasangama, or the place where the fish 
were assembled, he resigned the kingdom to his eldest 
son HiRANTAVRiDDHA, and returned, in his former 
shape, to the banks of the Ca'li, where he closed his days 
in devotion. — ^Wilford. Asiatic Researches, 

Dushmanta, In what path of the winds are we now 
journeying ? 

MatalL This is the way which leads along the triple 
river, heaven's brightest ornament, and causes yon lumi- 
naries to roll in a circle with diffused beams : it is the 
course of a gentle breeze which supports the floating fonm 
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of the gods; and thit path was the leoond step of Vishnu 
wfaoi he ooofounded the proud Bali, 

Dmd^mmnUu The car itself iostructs me that we are 

aiofiiig over doods pregnant with shovrers ; for the cir- 

omnferenoe of its wheels disperses pellucid water. 

• • • 

Jhukmmifi. These chariot wheels yidd no sound; no 
dosS arises firom theniy and the descent of the car gave 
maooshodc. 

MaitUi Such is the difference, O King I between th/ 
car and that of Indra.— Sacontala. 

The JtotHMig TVee.— Vn. p. 69^ 
Tlie island of lierro is one of the most considerable of 
tlie Canaries, and I conceive that name to be given it 
iqioa this account, that its soU, not afSirding so much as 
adropoffreshwater, seems to be of iron; and, indeed, 
^ere is in this island neither river, nor rivulet, nor well, 
nor springy save that only, towards the seanside, there are 
some wdUs; but they lie at such a distance from the city, 
that the inhabitants can make no use thereofl But the 
great Preserver and Sustainer of all, remedies this incon- 
venience by a way so extraordinary, that a man will be 
foopced to sit down and acknowledge that he gives in this 
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an undcDitbte demcmitnttion of Ins goodaen aadi^^ 
provideiice. 

For, in the midst of the iaUnd, there is e tree, which 
it the only one of its kind, inewnuch as it hathnorMMH. 
hUnce to those mentioned hj as in this ielatioii» nor.lo 
any other known to us in Europe. The leaves of it in 
kmg and narrow, and contin u e in a constant ferdievb 
winter and summer; and iu branches are covered with s 
cloud, which is never dlq^eUed. but resolved. into a m(M* 
ture, which causes to fall from its leaves a very dear wsttf, 
and that in such abundance^ that the ciatenii^ which jie 
placed at the foot of the tree to receive it. are never .emp^, 
but contain enoi^ to supply both men and beastsr-* 
Mandklsu). 

Feyjoo denies the existence of any such tree^ upon the 
authority of P. TaUandier, a French Jesuit, (quoted ia 
Mem. de Trevoux. 2716, art. 97.) who visited theidsnd. 
'* Aisi no dudo!* he adds, " q%u ette Fenix d% las plantoi 
es tenjingedo como eldelas ovet." — Theat. Crit. Tom. tk 
Disc, 2. § 65. What authority is due to the testimony 
of thb French Jesuit I do not knoW| nevor having seen 
Ills book ; but it appears, from the undoubted evidence 
of Glas, that its existence is believed in the Canaries, sod 
positively affirmed by the inhabitants of Fierro itself. 

«« There are^'* says this excellent author, «< only three 
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fiMmtains of water in the whole islaiMJJ, one of them k 
caUed Acof9 * whichy in the language of the ancient inhap 
bitantSfiignifieB liver; a name, however, which does not 
•eem to have been given it on account of ita yielding 
much water, for in that retpect it hardly deiervea thft 
name of a fountain. More to the northward is another 
cifled Hapio $ and in the middle of the island is a springs 
yieldfaig a stream thoat the thid^ness of a man's finger. 
This last was disdoverednn the year 1565, and is called 
the Fountain of Anton Hernandez. On account of the 
scarciQr of water, the sheep, goats, and swine here do not 
diink in the summer, but are taught to dig up the roots 
of fern, and chew them, to quench their thirst. The great 
cattle are watered at those fountains, and at a phK» where 
waterdlstibfhmidieleavesofati^ree. Many writers have 
nnde mention of this fiunous tree ; some in such a manr 
ner as to make it appear miraculous; others again deny 
fheeadstence of any such tree, among whom is Father 
Feyjoo, a modem Spanish author, in his Thiatro Critieo, 
Bat he, and those who agree with him in this matter, are 
as rnndi mistaken as they who would make it appear mi- 
racnloas. This istheonlyislandofall the Canaries which 
I have not been In; but I have sailed with natives of 

• In the Asanaga dialect of the Lybian tongue, Aieif lif^ 
aifies a river. 
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here rt large. * The dirtrict in «Wch ikb tm 

w caOed r«iiUe; nevli 



tt narrcnv potter or gnflcf , vIbcIi eoanaeBoes flt Ae Mifi 
end oontiDuef to tbe nniiit of lis dii( iilieee it joiv or 
csoiDcides with a wtHcyf vUdi ii InvBufeed by Ae iMP 
froDtofarock. Ob die top of thiaiDA gi ow i atweb 
called, in the langoage of the aadeBt inlaUnii^ Gm^ 
ff'.e. Sacred or Hdy Tree, wfaichyibrnuiyycan^lMikai 
preserved sonnd, entire, and fioh. Its l ewnji ouiMliMt l j 
diitil such a quantity of inrtcr aa is ■■^■■rT ' t to Anah 
drink to e¥efy living creature in Hicfro; naCoielMf 
provided this remedy for the droogfat of the iduid. ftk 
•ttuated about a league and a half fioin the aea. Noiiodjf 
knows of what ^)eGie8 it isy only that it IB called IS. ft 
is distinct from other trees, and stands byteelf; thed^ 
eumference of the trunk is about twelve spans, dis St 
meter four, and in height, from the grmmd to the topif 
the highest branch, forty tpua : The dfcnndcfCBOS d 
all the branches tog^her, is one hundred and twentf feet 
The branches are thick and extended^ the fewest CO0* 



iTOTlBi. )§1 

about the height of an ell from the grottocL Its 
saembles the aconi» and tastes something like the 

of a {une-nut^ bat is softer and more aromatic. 
iaives of this tree resemble those of the laurel, but 
^ger, wider, and more carved ; th^ come forth in 
«taal successioay so that the tree always remains 
Near to it grows a thom» which &stens on many 
branches, and interweaves with them ; and» at a 
distance from the Gars^ are some beech-trees^ 
» and thorns. On the north side of the trunk are 
ige tanks, or dstems, of rough stone^ or rather one 
I dividisd, each half bdng twenty feet square, and 
1 spaur in depth. One of these contains vrater for 
inking of the inhabitants, and the other diat which 
se tar their cattle, washing, and such like purposes^ 
morning, near this part of the isfamd, a doud or 
nMsihmi the. sea, whidi the south and easterly 
force against the for»*mentidDedsteq>cliff I so that 
md, having ho vent biit by the gutter, gradually 
s i^ and from thence advances sbwly to the ex- ^ 
f of the valley, vdiere it is stopped and checked by 
int of the rock whidi temmiales the indley, and 
rests upon the thidc leaves and wide-spreading 
tea of the tree ; from whence it distils in drops d«i» 
le lemaiader of the day, until it is at length eai^ 
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bainteds in the same mamier that we see water drqifi^ 
the leaves of trees after a heavy shower of rain. This 
distillation is not peculiar to the Garse, or Til» for die 
bresos which grow near it likewise drop water; bottfadr 
leaves being but few and nanow, the quantity is so tri* 
fling, that, though the natives save some of it, yet thej 
make little or no account of any but what dmtib hanlbt 
Tfl ; vdiichy together with the water of some fbuntaia^ 
and what is saved in the winter season, is snffideot to 
serve them and their flodu. This tree yields most-water 
in those years when the Levant, or easterly wiiids» have 
prevailed for a continuance ; for by these winds onl^ythe 
clouds or mists are drawn hither from the sea. A persoD 
lives on the ^t near which diis tree grows, who is ap- 
pointed by the Council to take care of it and its water, 
and is allowed a house to live in, with a certain sahiy. 
He every day distributes to each family of the district, 
seven pots or vessels full of water, besides what he gives 
to the principal people of the island.'' 

Whether the tree which yields water at this present 
time be the same as that mentioned in the aboTe descrip- 
tion, I cannot pretend to determine, but it is probsble 
there has been a succession of them ; for Pliny, descri- 
bing the Fortunate Islands, says, *' In the moantaini d 
Ombrion are trees resembling the plant Fenda, fiooi 

8 
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water may be procured by pranire: Whatcomes 
ffom the Uack kind is bitter, but that whiditbe white 
yielda is sweet and palatable."— Glas*8 Siitory ef the 
Cm%my hlandt. 

Gordeyro (JSRttona JmamlamOf lfl>. iL & 5.) says, that 
tUb tree resembles what in other places is called the 7% 
(ZilMf) the Linden Tree y and he proceeds, from these 
three letters, to make it an emblem of the Trinity. The 
walCT» be says, was called the Agua SantOf and the tree 
ftidf the Santa ^rvortf^-appdlations not ill bestowed. 
According to his account the water was delivered out in 
stated portions. 

lliere is an account of a similar tree in Cockbume's 
Trayds; but this I believe to be a work of fiction. Ber- 
nal Diaz, however, mentkMOs one as growing at Naoo^ in 
Honduras) ^ Que en mitad de la uestaf par redo nd que 
iUjMtie, parecia gue la eombra del arM refreicava el eo^ 
rQMontceiadeluM>c(mioroxioinuydelg^queeoii^^ 
lot cabezat*^ — 206. 

There may be some exaggeration in the accounts of 
the Fierro Tree, but that the stoiy has some foundation 
I have no doubL The ishinders of St Thomas say, that 
they have a sort of trees whose leaves continually are dis- 
tiUmg water. {BarhoU in Churchk* 405.) It is certain 
that a dew fidls in hot weather from the lim^*— a fact o^ 

VOL. I. I 
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which any penon may easfly convince himself. The s 
property has been observed in other En^ish trees, as 
pears by the foUowiqg extnust bom the Monthly M 



*' In the beginning of Ai]g;ust9 after a sun-shine 
the air became suddenly misty about six o'clock ; 1 1 
ed, however, by the road-side from seven to ei^t, 
observed, in many places, that a shower of big dro] 
water was falling under the lai^ trees, although no 
fell elsewhere. The road and path continued dusty, 
the fidd-gates shewed no signs of being wetted b 
mist I have often noticed the like $u:t, but havi 
met with a satisfactoiy explanation of this power in 
to condense mist." 

I am not the only poet who has availed himself o 
Fierro Tree. It is thus introduced in the Columbi 
Carrara, — a singular work, containing, amid many e 
vagandes, some passages of rare merit : 

Ecce autem inspector miri dum devius ignis 
Fertur, in occursum mirae magis incidit undas. 
iEquoris in medio difiusi largiter arbor 
Stabat, opaca, ingens, aevoque intacta priori, 
Grata quies Nymphis, et grata colentibus umbra: 
Alitibus sedes, quarum vox blanda, nee ullft 
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Muaicus arte canor sylvam resonare docebat 
Auditor primum rari moddaminis^ utque 
Cominus admovit gressum, spectator et luesit ; 
Namque videbat, uti de cortice, deque Bupemis 
Crinibusy argentum guttatim mitteret humens 
Tniiicu8»etigiiarop]ueret Jove; moxque serenus 
In ooocfaam caderet subject! marmoris imber. 
Donee ibi in fbntem coUectis undique rivis 
Cresoeret, atque ipso jam non ingratus ab ortu 
Redderet humorem matrix qu» commodat umbram. 

Dum stupet et quaerity cur intemodia possit 
Unda ; per et fibras, virides et seipere rugas, 
Et ferri sursum^ genio ducente deorsum ; 
Adstidt en Nympha ; dubitat decemere, NalSf 
Anne Diyas, custos num fontis, an arboris esset ; 
Verius ut credam. Genius sub imagine Nympbn 
nie loci fuerat. Quam praestantissimus HeroB 
Protinus ut vidit, Parce^ o pulcfaerrima, dixi^ 
Si miser, et vestras ejectus nuper ad oras 
NaufhiguSy idem audax videor fortasse rogando. 
Die age, quas labi video de stipite, lymphs 
Montibus anne cadant, per operta foramina ducte, 
Mox trabis iniguse saliant in frondea sursum 
Brachia, ramalesque tubos } genitalis an alvus 
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Vmbrom genitricii aht; oea nspe ^idomiiB 
BdMom de tnmdsy ttiDaie dectn rsoemis. 
Fuidere ne grave sit copienti nosoere ctmam 
Vilia qng vobis vam miracnla fedfc 



Hsc tibi dicta, sflet Tom Viigo ita reddidit» Ebspes 
Qidaquis es, (ezimium certe pmsentia prodit) 
Deciperis, si forte putas, quas aspicis imdaa 
Esse satas terrft; procul omni a sede remoCa 
Ifira aibos, uni debet sua mtmera Coda 
Quft redone tamen capiat, quia noscere gestis 
Edicam ; sed dicendis ne tasdia repan^ 
Hie lociu, haec eadem, de qak cantabitiuv arbor 
Dat tempestivam blandis aflhttbtu umbram : 
Hie una sedeamuB;— et ambo fentb ad ondam 
Consedere; dehinc intermittente parumper 
Concentu volucrum, placido sic indpit ore. 

Nomine Canarise, de quft tenet Insula nomen 
Virgo fuit, non ore minus, quam prssdita ram 
Laude pudicitifle» mirum quae pectore votum 
Clausit, ut esse eadem genitrix et virgo cupiret 
At quia in Uibe satam fueret sortita parentem 
Ortum rure Patrem, diversis moribus hausit 
Hinc sylvs oasteros, tenerob bine Uitns amores. 
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tepe uhi-^oBendi studio oonvenenit Urbes, 
£t dare Uanditias natis et sumere matres 
Viderat ante fores, ut mater amavit amari. 
Saepe ubi nire fuit de nymphiB una DiansB, 
Videiat atque Deam thalami oonsorte carentem. 
Esse Desd similis, nee amari ut mater amavit. 
Sed quid aget ? cemit fieri non posse quod optat; 
Non optBon tamen, crudelius urit amantem. 
Noctis erat medium : qpo nos sumus, hoc erat ilia 
Forte loco, Coeloque videns splendescere Lunam, 
O Dea, cui triplids ooncessa potentia regni. 
Farce precor, dixit, si quae nunc profero, non sUm 
Ausaprius; quod non posses audire Diana, 
Cum sis Luna potes; tenebrse minuere pudorem. 
Est mihi Virginitas, ftteor, re cbarior omni, 
Attamen, hftc salvf^^ fiacundsB si quoque Matns 
Nomina misoerem, diqilid de nomine quantum 
Ambitiosa forem ; certe non parva voluptaa 
Me caperet, coram si quis me luderet infims 
Si mecum gestu, mecum loqueretur ocellis, 
Cumque potest, quacumque potest, me voce vocaret, 
Cujus et in vultu multum de matie viderem. 
Ni sinit hoc humana tamen natura lioere. 
Fiat qu& ratione potest; mutare figuram • 

Nil refert, voti compos si denique fiam. 
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Anniut oranti facOis Dea; Vii^gine digina 
£t quia vota tulit, Virgo pfobat. Eligit ergo 
De grege Plantarum ligni quae ocdibia esset 
Visa f uit Platanns : placet base; ai vertat in istam 
Canalise corpus, sibi tempus in omne futuram 
Tarn caram esse videt, quam sit sua laurea Pho^. 
Nee mora, poscend munus, ne signa deessent 
Certa dati, movit &lcat« comua frontis. 
Vii^inis eztempio oGepere rigere crura 
TenviB vestiri duro prsBoordia libio, 
Ipsaque miratur, cervix quod ebumea, quantum 
It Coelo, tantum tendant in Tartara plantse ; 
Et jam formosft de Virgine stabat et Arbos 
Non formosa minus ; qui toto in oorpore pndem 
Par ebon fuerat, candor quoque cortice mansit. 
Sed deerat oonjux uxoris moribus aequo 
Integer et ooelebs, et Virginitatis amator. 
Quo ibcunda foret ; verum tellure petendus 
Hon hie, ab axe fuit. Quare inoomiptus et idem 
Purior e cunctis stellatae noctis alumnis 
Poscitur Hersopborus, sic Graii nomine dicunt, 
Rorem Itali. Quocumque die (quis credere posset f) 
Tamquam ex condicto cum Sol altissimus extat, 
Sydereus conjux nebulae velatus amictu 
Labitur hue, niveisque maritam amplectitur alls : 
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Qaodque fidem saperat, parvo poet tompora fcetum 
Condpity et parvo post tempore parturit arbor, 
Molle paerperiam vis noscere ? console foDtem, 
Qui Q08 propter adest, in quo mixtura duorum 
Agnosci possit, splendet materque paterqae. 
Leta fovet genitrix, compos jam facta cupiti ; 
Illius optarat vultu se noscere, noscit ; 
Cemere ludentem se drcum^ ludere cemit ; 
Ilium audire nidi matrem quoque voce vocantem, 
£t matrem sese did dum murmurat, audit. 
Nee modo Viiginitas faecunda est arborisy ipsae 
Sunt quoque foecundsB frondes, quas excutit arbor. 
Nam simul ac supra latices ceddere tepentCBf 
Insuper accessit Phoebei flamma caloris, 
Condpiunt, pariuntque : oriturque tenerrimus ales 
Nomine Canarius, qui pene exdusus in auras^ 
Tenvis adhuc, ocelique rudis, crudusque labor! 
Jam super extantes affectat scandere ramos, 
£t frondes, quarum una fuit. Nidum inde sub illis 
Collocat adversum Soliy cui pendere pennas 
£t siccare queat; latet hie, nullftque magistr& 
Arte canity matrisque replet ooncentibus aures. 
Adde quod afiectus reddit genitrids eosdem, 
Utque puellari genitrix in pectore dausit, 
Hinc sylvse austeros, teneros hihc Urbis amores. 



200 NOTES. 

Sic amat hie sylvasy ut non fiwtidiat Uibe& 
Tecta colity patiturque hominemy nee divitis aiilae 
Grande supercilium metuit sylvestris alumnus. 
Imo loco admonitusy vix aulicus indpit esse. 
Jam fit adulator, positum proferre paratus 
In Btatione melos, domini quod veUicet aurem. 

Carrara. Columlna. 

9 

The Walking-Leaf would have been better than the 
C^anary Bird* 



J^arcA— Vn. p. 72. 

A very distinguished son of Brahma, named Nared, 
bears a strong resemblance to Hermes or Mercury ; he 
was a wise legislator, great in arts and in arms, an elo- 
quent messenger of the Gods either to one another, or 
to favoured mortals, and a musician of exquisite skil]. 
His invention of the Finer, or Indian lute, is thus descri- 
bed in the poem entitled Magha : ** Nared sat watching 
from time to time his large Ftna, which, by the impulse of 
the breeze, yielded notes that pierced successively the re- 
gions of his ear, and proceeded by musical intervals."— 
Asiatic Researches^ Sir W. JONES. 

The Vina is an iEolian harp. The people of Amboyna 
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haveadififeieiit kmdof wColianiii8taruinen(« whichis thus 
described in the first aooount of D'Entrecasteaux's Voy« 
age : ** Being on the sea-shore, I heard some wind-instm- 
ments, the harmony of which, though sometimes very 
correct, was intermixed with discordant notes that were 
by no means unpleasing. These sounds, whidi were very 
musical) and formed fine cadences, seemed to ccnne firom 
such a distance, that I for some time imagined the nativea 
were havii^ a concert beyond the road-stead, near a my* 
riameter from the spot where I stood. My ear was greatly 
deceived respecting the distance, for I was not an hun* 
dred meters from the instrument. It was a bamboo at 
least twenty meters in height, which had been fixed in a 
vertical situation by the sea-side. I remarked between 
each knot a slit about three centimeters long by a cen« 
timeter and a half wide ; these slits formed so many holes, 
which, when the wind introduced itself into>them, gave 
agreeable and diversified sounds. As the knots of this 
long bamboo were very numerous, care had been taken 
to make holes in difierent directions, in order that, on 
whatever side the wind blew, it might always meet with 
some of theoL I cannot convey a better idea of the sound 
of this instrument, than by comparing them to those of 
theHarmonica.''i^LABlJXAiU>IERE. Voyage in Search of 
La Perouse, 
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Narad% tba aytfiologkaa olipmig of a w w ww il t, p» 
traoeif of oHHic^ is fiuned for hii talents in tiial acicooei 
80 great were they, that he became preaomptaoiis; ai4 
emulatiDg the divine strains of Krishna^ he was puniriied 
by having his Vina placed in the paws of a bear, whence 
It emitted sounds fiv sweeter than the qunstrehy of die 
mortified musician. I have a picture of this joke^ in which 
Kriihna is fofdng his reluctant friend to attend to Mb 
rough-visaged rival, who is ridiculously touching the 
diords of poor Naredt^s Vina^ accompanied by a brodier 
bnnn on the cymbals. Krishna passed several practical 
Jokes on his humble and aflectionate friend: He niets> 
morphosed him once into a woman, at another time into 
a bear.— MooRs's Hindu Pantheon^ p. 90^ 



The saerifiee 



J%at thouldf to men and gods, proclaim him Lord 

And Saoereign Master of the vassal World. — VII. p. 76. 

The Raisoo Yug, or Feast of Rajahs, could only be 

performed by a monarch who had conquered all the other 

sovereigns of the worid.-— Halhedw Note to the Life ^ 

Creeshna, 

Sole Rqfahf the Omnipotent helow.^YJI. p. 76. 
No person has given so complete a sample of the ab- 
surdity of oriental titles as the Dutch traveller Stniys, in 
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his enumeratioii of ^ the proud and blasphemous tides of 
the King of Siam, — they will hardly bear sense/' sayi 
ihe translator, in what he calls, by a happy blunder, ^ the 
idiotism of our tongue/' 

The Alliance, written with letters of fine gold, being 
Ihn of godlike g^ory. The most Excellent, containing all 
wise sciences. The most Happy, which is not in the 
world among men. The Best and most Certain that is 
in Heaven, Earth, and HeU. The greatest Sweet, and 
fijendly Royal Word; whose powerful-sounding proper* 
ties and glorious fame range through the world, as if the 
dead were raised by a godlike power, and wonderfully 
purged from ghostly and corporal corruption. At this 
both spiritual and secular men admire with a special joy, 
whereas no dignity may be herewith compared. Proceed- 
ingfroma friendly, illustrious, inconquerable,most mighty, 
and most high Lord ; and a royal Crown of Gold, adorn- 
ed with nine sorts of precious stones. The greatest, 
clearest, and most godh'ke Lord of unUameable Souls. 
The most Holy, seeing every where, and protecting So- 
vereign of the dty Judia, whose many streets and open 
gates are thronged by troops of men, which is the chief 
metropolis of the whole world, the royal throne of the 
earth, that is adorned with nine sorts of stones, and most 
pleasant valleys. He who guides the reins of the world. 
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and his a house more than the Gods of fine gold and of 
pceckxii itoiief ; they the godlike Loida of thrones and 
of fine gold; the Whit^ Red, and Round-tajrd £Ie- 
phantSi— whidi excellent creatures are the chiefest c^the 
nine sorts of Grods. To none hath the divine l4ord giveii» 
in whose hand is the victorious sword ; who is like the 
fieiy-anned God of Battails, to the most illustrious. 

The seomd is as blasphemous as the first, though banfly 
swells so far out of sense. 

The highest Paducoo Syrt Sultan, Nelmonau 

WmLQACAp NsLMOCHADIN MAOIVUTHA, JoUXEN TttB, 

SAITTKN Allaula itlan, King of the whole world; 
who makes the water rise and flow. A King that b like 
a God, and shines like the Sun at noon-day. A King 
that gives a glance like the Moon when it is at full. Elect- 
ed of God to be worthy as the North Star, being of the 
race and ofispring of the great Alexander ; with a great 
understanding, as a round orb, that tumbles hither and thi- 
ther, able to guess at the depth of the great sea. A King 
that hath amended all the funerals of the dq[>arted Saints, 
and is as righteous as God, and of such power that all 
the world may come and shelter under his wings. A King 
that doth right in all things, as the Kings of old have 
done. A King more liberal than all Kings. A King that 
hath many mines of gold that God hath lent him ; who 
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hath built temples half gold and half brasB ; sittiiig upoQ 
a throne of pure gold, and of all sorts of precious stones* 
A King of the white Elephant, which Elephant is the 
King of all Elephants, before whom many thousands of 
other Elephants must bow and &11 upon their knees. He 
whose eyes shine like the morning-star. AKing that hath 
£lq[)hants with four teeth» red, purple, and pied* Ele* 
phantSy ay, and a Btttbnaques Elq»hant ; for which 
God has given him many and divers sorts of apparrel 
wrought with most fine gokif ennobled with many preci- 
ous stones: and, besides these^ so many Elephants used 
in battely having harnesses of iron, their teeth tipt with 
steel* and their harnesses laid over with shining brass. A 
Kuig that has many hundred horses, whose trappings are 
wrought with fine gold, and adorned with precious stones . 
of every sort that are found in the universal world where 
the Sun shines, and these shod with fine gold : besides 
so many hundred horses that are used in war of every 
kuML A King who has all Emperours, Kings, Princes^ 
and Sovereigns in the whole world, from the rising to the 
going down of the sun, under subjection ; — and such as 
can obtain his fiivour are by him promoted to great ho- 
nour ; but, on the contrary, such as revolt, he bums with 
fire. A King who can show the power of God| and what- 
ever God has made* 
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hislhertheinouiitaiiii; the hair of hit body the fQBBhR 
Uety and hit long hair the traet; the foe part of his bo^ 
typifies the first half of the day, and the hinder part the 
latter half; his yawning is the flash of the lightning, and 
his turning himself is the thunder of the doud: Hisnrine 
represents the rain, and his mental reflection ia his odIj 
speech. The golden vessels, which are inrepared before 
the horse is let ]oose» are the l^ht of the d^r> and tbe 
pbce where those vessels are kept u a type of the Oooa 
of tbe East ; the sOver vessels, which are prepared after 
the horse is let ]oose» are the light of the night; and tbe 
place where those vessdb are kept is a type of the Ocean 
of the West : these two sorts of vessels are always be- 
fore and after the horse. The Arabian horse, which, oo 
account of his swiftness, is called Hy, is the performer of 
the joumies of angels; the Tijee, which is of the race 
of Persian horses, is the performer of the joumies of the 
Kundherps (or good spirits) ; the Wazba, which is of 
the race of the deformed Tazee horses, is the performer 
of the joumies of the Jins, (or demons ;) and the Ashoo^ 
which is of the race of Turkish horses, is the performer of 
the joumies of mankind. This one hors^ which perfonns 
these several services, on account of his four different 
sorts of riders, obtains the four different ^>pellations. 
The place where this horse remains is the great ocean, 
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which signifies the great spirit of Perm-Atmay or the Uni- 
vefsal Soiily which proceeds also from that Penn<Atmaf 
and is comprehended in the same Ferm-Atma. The in- 
tent of this sacrifice is, that a man should consider him- 
self to be in the place of that horse, and look upon all 
these articles as typified in himself; and, conceiving the 
Atma (or divine soul) to be an ocean, should let all thought 
of self be absorbed in that Atma." — KALHEDffrom Do- 
rul Shekuh, 

Compare this specimen of eastern sublimity with the 
description of the horse in Job ! Compare it also with the 
account of the Bengal horses, in the very amusing work of 
Obtain Williamson,—*' which said horses,'' he says^ 
*' have generally Roman nosesy and sharp narrow fore- 
heads, much white in their eyes, ill-shaped ears, square 
headsy thin necks, narrow chests, shallow girths, lank 
bellies, cat hams, goose rumps, and switch tails."— On- 
ental Sport i^ voU ii. p. 206. 

T%e Bowl that in its vessel Jloatt.^Y1U. p. 84. 
The day and night are here divided into four quarters, 
each of six hours, and these again into fifteen parts, of 
twenty-four minutes each. For a chronometer they use 
a kind of dish of thin brass, at the bottom of which there 
is a little hole ; this is put into a vessel with water, and 
it runs full in a certain time. They bpgin their first 
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in the 

of ttme wiih a 
of iran or fleely of ; 
vbick is cdod a^onucA and gbcs a pretty 

be hnfd It sooie diitaiior. Jhtqmttm 
hoi as many times asdiebnmdblil 
fail ia tlmlqaarter. None bat the dnef mea il 
aBowed to have a gamiml^ mad 8t3 thcja 
not fluike tbe int divisioa of the first quarter, vUdk 
a piiikfe wscn r cd to the nabob alone. Thosevbs 
tead at these docks most be of the Bnunin casL— ft 

LOf the timc-taper^i fiamty aicending Jtm 
Creepi up Ut coiL — VIII. p. 85. 
They make a sort of paste of the dust of a certain s 
of wood, (the learned and rich nien of sandal, eagie-vo 
and others that are odoriferous), and of this paste t 
make sticks of several sorts, drawing them through a b 
that they may be of an equal thickness. They oommc 
make them one, two, or three yards long, about the th 
ness of a goose-quill, to bum in the pagods before tl 
idols, or to use like a match to convey fire from one tl 
to another. These sticks or ropes they coll, begim 
at the centre, and so form a spiral conical figure, 10 
fisherman's vheel, so that the last circle shall be ( 
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:wo> or three spans diameter, and will last one, two, or 
iiree days, or more, according as it is in thickness* There 
ire of them in the temples that last ten, twenty, and 
thirty days. This thing is hung up by the centrey and is 
lighted at the lower end, whence the fire gently and in- 
lensibly runs round all the coil, on which there are ge* 
oerally five marks, to distinguish the five parts of the 
aigfat. This method of measuring time is so exact and 
tme, that they scarce ever find any considerable mistake 
In it. The learned, travellers, and all others, who will 
rise at a certain hour to follow their business, hang a little 
weight at the mark that shews the hour they have a mind 
to rise at, which, when the fire comes thither, drops into 
a brass bason set under it : and so the noise of it felling 
awakes them, as our alarum-docks do.— Gsmklu Ca- 

BXRI. 

At noon the massacre begun, 
And night cMd in before the work of death was done* 

Vm. p. 89. 
Of such massacres the ancient and modem history of 
the East suf^ly but too many examples. One may su& 
fioe: 

After the surrender of the Ilbars Khan, Nadir prohi- 
bited his soldiers from molesting the inhabitants; but 
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Ihdr npmtty was more powwfiil tfaan their ludxtsof 
obedience, or even their dread of his di^easure, and tkf 
aooordiDgly b^gan to plunder. The instant Nadir heaid 
of their disobedience, he ordered the oifenders to te 
brought before him, and the officers were beheaded in 
his presence, and the private soldiers dismissed with the 
loss of their ears and noses. The executioners toiled tOl 
sun-set, when he commanded the headless trunb with 
their arms to be carried to the niain-f;uard, and thereto 
be exposed for two dajrs, as an example to othen. I wii 
present the whole time, and saw the wonderful hsod of 
God» which employs such instruments for the execotioD 
of his divine vengeance ; although not one of the execuF 
tioners was satisfied with Nadir Shah» yet nobody dsred 
to disobey his commands:— a £ither beheaded his soDt 
and a brother a brother, and yet presumed not to aMQ* 

if 

plain.— Abdul Kurreem. 

Behold his Umly home^ 
By yonder hroad-hough'd Plane o^ershaded, — ^IX. p. 91. 
The plane-tree^ that species termed the Platanus Ort- 
entalit, is commonly cultivated in Kashmire, where it is 
said to arrive at a greater perfection than in other coon- 
tries. This tree, which in most parts of Asia is called 
the Chinury grows to the size of an oak, and has a taper 
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gfarei^t trunk, with a silver-coloured bark ; and its leaf^ 
not unlike an expanded hand, is of a pale green. When In 
fidl foliage, it has a grand and beautiful appearance ; and, 
in the hot weather, it a£Sirds a refreshing shades— FoR- 



The Marriage'Bower.-^lX, p. 9S. 
The Pandal is a kind of arbour or bower raised before 
tlie doors of young married women. They set up two or 
three pedes, seven or eight foot in length, round which 
the leaves of the Pisan*tree, the symbol of joy, are en- 
twined. These poles support others that are laid cross- 
ways, whidi are covered with leaves in order to form a 
shade. The Siriperes are allowed to set up no more than 
three pillars, and the infringing of this custom would be 
sufScient to cause an insurrection.— -A. Roger, in Pi- 
cart, 

TherCyfrom the intolerable heat^ 
The buffaloes retreat, — IX. p. 94. 
About noon, in hot weather, the buflhlo throws herself 
into the water or mud of a tank, if tliere be one accessi- 
ble at a convenient distance ; and, leaving nothing above 
wiater but her nose, continues there for five or six hours, 
or until the heat abates^— BUCHANAN. 
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In the hot seasoo, when water becomes very aca 
the boffiUoes avail themselves of any puddle tb^ i 
find among the coversy wherein they roll and rub th 
selves, so as in a short time to change what was at i 
a shallow flat, into a de^ pit, sufficient to conceal t 
own bulk« The humidity of the sofl, even when die 
ter may have been evaporated, is particularly gratiiS 
to these animals, which cannot bear heat, and wfaiei 
not indulged in a free access to the water, never thi 
Onental Sporti^ voL L p. 959. 

The buffiUo not only delights in the water, but will 

thrive unless it have a swamp to wallow in. There i 

ing themselves, they speedily work deqp hollows, whei 

they lay immersed. No place seems to delight the! 

falo more than the de^ verdure on the confines of j 

and marshes, especially if surrounded by tall grass, si 

to afibrd concealment and shade, while the body is 

vered by the water. In such situations they seem to 

joy a perfect ecstacy, having in general nothing above 

surface but their eyes and nostrils, the horns being 1 

low down, and consequently entirely hidden from vi 

—Oriental Sports, voL ii. p. 49. 

Captain Beaver describes these animals as to be fc 
dming the heat of the day in the creeks and on 
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shores of the island of Bulama, almost totally inunerged 
ia water, little more than their heads appearing above it 

TAtf marktt'flag.—VSL p. 93* 
Many villages have markets on particular days, when 
not only fruit8» grain, and the common necessaries of life 
are sc^ but occssionally manufactures of various de- 
icriptions. These markets are well known to all the 
neighbouring oountiy, being on appointed days of the 
wedL, or of the lunar month ; but, to remind those who 
may be travelling of their vicinity to tbe means of sup- 
ply, a navgaurahy or large kettle-drum, is beat during 
the forenoon, and a small flag, usually of white linen, 
with tome symbolic figure in colours, or with a coloured 
border, is hoisted on a very long bamboo, kept upright 
by means of ropes fastened to pins driven into the ground* 
The flags of Hindoo villages are generally square and 
(dain; those of the Mussulmans towns are ordinarily 
triangular, and bear the type of their religion, viz. a dou- 
Uetiaded scymitar.— Orien^a/ Sports^ vol. i. p. 100. 

Mount ATerttd^X.p. 100. 
According to the orthodox Hindus, the globe is divi- 
ded into two hemispheres, both called Meru ; but the 

superior hemisphere is distinguished by the name of Su^ 

8 
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which implies beantjr and ezcdlenoe, in opposslM 
to the lower hemisphere, or Cumeruy which signifies the 
revive : By Mem, without any a^unct, they genefaSy 
mean the higher or northern hemisphere, which they de- 
scribe with a profusion of poetic imi^ry as the seat of 
delights : while they represent Cumeru as the dreary 
habitation of demons, in some parts intensely cold, and 
in others so hot that the waters are continually boiliog; 
In strict propriety, Mem denotes the pole and the polar 
regions ; but it is the celestial north pole round whicb 
they place the gardens and metropolis of IndrOf wiifle 
Yama holds his court in the opposite polar drde, or the 
station of Asuras, who warred with the SureUy or gods of 
the firmament. — ^WiLFORD. Asiatic Researches, 

In the Vayu Purdna, we are told, that the water, or 
Ogha of the ocean, coming down from heaven like a 
stream of Amrita upon Meru^ encircles it through seven 
channels, for the space of 84,000 Yqjanas^ and then di- 
vides into four streams, which, felling from the immense 
height of Meru, rest themselves in four lakes, from which 
they spring over the mountains through the air, just 
brushing the summits. This wild account was not un- 
known in the west ; for this passage is translated ahnost 
verbally, by Pliny and Q. Curtius, in speaking of the 
Ganges. Cum magna fragore ipsius statimfontis Gangei 
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trumpitf et magnonim montium juga recto alveo stringity 
ei ubiprimum molUi planitia contingat^ in quodam lacu 
ho^it4Uun The words in Italics are from Pliny (vL c 
18.) the others from Curtius (viiL c. 9.)— Capt WiL- 
TORD, Am, Ret, vol. viii. p. SSMt. Calcatta edition. 
. The Swai^ganga, or Mandadni^ rises from under the 
feet of Veeshnoy at the polar star, and, passing through 
the drde of the moon, it falls upon the summit of 
Meru; where it divides into four streams, flowing to- 
ward the four cardinal points* These four branches 
pass through four rocks, carved into the shi^ of four 
beads of different animals. The Granges running to- 
wards the south passes through a cow's head : To the 
west is a horse^s head, from which flows the Chaashu or 
Oxus ; towards the east is the head of an elephant, from 
which flows the river Sita % and to the north is a lion's 
head, from which flows the Bhadrasama^— WlLgQBD. 
A$' Res, V. viii. p. 317. Calc. edition* 

The mountains through which the Ganges flows at 
Hurdwar, present the q>ectator with the view of a grand 
natural amphitheatre; their appearance is rugged and 
destitute of verdure ; they run in ridges and bluff points, 
in a direction east and west : At the back of the lai^gest 
range, rise, towering to the douds, the lo% mountains 
of Himmalayah, whose tops are covered with perpetual 

TOL* I. K 
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ioowy whicfay on dear days, present a moat aobliiDepro 
pact Their large jagged maases, broken into a mrie 
of Imgohr shapes^ added to tiieir atupendous he^ 
impreai the mind with an idea of entiqui^ and gnmdei 
coeval with the creation ; and the eternal tmst m 
which they are encrusted appears to (HPednde tiie poK 
bility of mortals ever attaining their summit. 

In viewing this grand spectacle of nature, the trsv^ 
may easily yield hu assent to, and pardon die snpeniii 
008 veneration of the Hindoo votary, v?fa6, in the fervoi 
of his imagination, assigns the summit of fliese m 
regions as the abode of the great Mahadeo, or Fir 
Cause, where, seated on his throne of ice, he is suppose 
to receive the homage of the surrounding universe.- 
Franklin's Life of Oeorge Thomas, p. 41. 

At €rang6ttara, three small streams fell down firom in 
passable snowy precipices, and unite into a small base 
below, which is considered by the Hindus as the soon 
of the Granges, over which, at that place, a man can stq 
This is one of the five Tirthasy or stations, more em 
nently sacred than the rest upon this sacred river. Ni 
rayana Shastri, who gave this account; had visited it- 

BUCHANAN. 

The mountain, called Cailasa Cungri is ezceedmg^ 
loftv* On its summit there is afihowyputr tree^ fiom tfa 
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toot of whidi ii|»outs or gushes a small stream, whidi the 
people say is the source of the Ganges, and that it comes 
fiom Vaicont'ha, or Heaven, as is also related in the 
Purimass although this source appears to the sight to 
flow from the spot where grows this Bhowjputr tree, 
which is at an ascent of some miles ; and yet above this 
there is a still loftier summit, where no one goes : But I 
liave heard that, on that uppermost pinnade^ there is a 
£Hmtain or cavity, to which a Jogui somehow penetrated, 
who, having immersed his little finger in it, it became pe- 
trified.— Purana PooRl. Asiatic Research^. 

Respecting the true source of the Ganges much uncer- 
tainty still prevails. In vain one of the most powerfiil 
sovereigns of Indostan, the emperor Acbar, at the dose 
of the sixteenth century^ sent a number of men, an army 
of discoverers, provided with every necessary, and the 
most potent recommendations, to eiqilore the course of 
the mighty river which adorned and fiertiliaed the vast 
extent of his dominions. Tbqr were not aUe to pene- 
trate beyond the fiunousiUbu^A of <A«Cb». Tfaisiftan 
immense aperture, in a ridge of the mountains of Thibet^ 
to which the natives of India have giiren this i^ipeUation, 
fifbm tiie fimded.^yr real resemUanoe^f the ndka wbisii 
form the stupendous chasm, to the mouth iji an animal 
esteemed sacred throughout Indostan from thenvmotest 
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antiquity. From this opening the Ganges, precipitatiog 
itielf into a laige and de^ bason at the foot of the 
mountains, forms a catanu:t, which is called Gangotri. 
The impracticability of scaling these precipitous rodks, 
and advancing beyond this formidable pass, has prevent- 
ed the tracing whence this rushing mass of water takes 
its primary rise.— Wilcocke, Note to Stavorinui, 

The birth of Gafigei.— X. p. 10^ 
I am indebted to Sir William Jones's Hymn to Gangft 
for this fiible: 

** Above the stretdi of mortal ken, 
On bless'd CaHau^s top, where every stem 
Glowed with a vegetable gem, 
Mahe'sa stood, the dread and joy of men ; 
While Piurvati, to gain a boon, 
Fix.'d on his locks a beamy moon, 
And hid his frontal eye, in jocund play. 
With reluctant sweet delay. 
All nature straight was lock'd in dim edipsc^ 
Till JBrahmam pure, with hallow'd lips. 
And v^arbled prayers, restored the day ; 
When Gangafix>m his brow,by heavenly fingers press'd, 
Sprang radiant, and, descending^ graced the caverns of 
the west." 
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The descent of the Ganges is related in the Rama- 
yuna, one of the most celebrated of the sacred books of 
the Bramins. This work the excellent and learned Bap- 
tist missionaries at Serampore are at this time employed 
in printing and translating ; one volume has arrived in 
Europe, and from it I am tempted here to insert an ex- 
tract of considerable length. The reader will be less 
disposed to condemn the fictions of Kehama as extrava- 
gant, when he compares them with this genuine speci- 
men of Hindoo &ble. He will perceive, too, that no un- 
due importance has been attributed to the Horse of the 
Sacrifice in the Poem. 

'* The son of Kooshika having, in mellifluous accents, 
related these things to Rama, again addressed the de- 
scendant of Kakootitha. Formerly, O hero! there was 
a king of Hyoodhya, named Sugura^ the Sovereign of 
Men, virtuous, desirous of children, but childless ; O 
Rama ! the daughter of Vidurbhakeshinee, virtuous, at- 
tached to truth, was his chief consort, and the daughter 
of Urishtunemi, Soomuti, unequalled in beauty, his se- 
cond spouse. With these two consorts, the great king, 
going to Himuvat, engaged in sacred austerities on the 
mountain in whose sacred stream Bhrigoo constantly 
bathed. A hundred years bemg completed, the ^age 
Bhrigoo, clothed with truth, rendered propitious by his 
austerities, granted him this blessing : O sinless One ! 
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Ukhi Bhak otein a moet nnmerom progenjr; ^fiune^ 
O chief of men ! wH be nnparaJMed in the univene. 
From one of thy oonsorts, O sire I «haU spring the foand- 
er of thy nce» and, from, the othor, sizty tboosand sons. 

** The queensy (leased* approached the chief of men 
who was thus qieaking, and, with hands respetitSaBj 
joined, asked, O Brahman ! whose shall be the one son, 
and who shall produce the midtitcidef We, O Brah- 
man ! desire to hear. MaylJiy words be verified. HeB^ 
ing their request, the most virtuous Bhrigoo rqtlied in 
these admirable words ; Freely say wfaidi of these fii- 
vours ye desire, whether the one, Jnmder of the &mily, 
or the multitude of valiant, -renowned, energetic soosi 
O Rama ! son of Ru^oo, Keshinee hearing the words 
of the sage, in the presence of the king accepted the one 
son, the founder of the family; and Soomuti, sister of 
Soopuma, accepted the sixty thousand sons, active and 
renowned. The king, O son of Rughoo ! having re- 
spectfully circumambulated the sage, bowing the head, 
returned with his spouses to his own city. 

** After some time had elapsed, his eldest spouse 
Keshinee bore to Sugura a son, named Usumunja; and 
Soomuti, O chief of men ! brought forth a gourd, from 
which, on its being opened, came forth sixty thousand 
sons. These, carefully brought up by their nurses, in 
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jars filled with clarified butter, in process of time attain- 
ed die state of youth ; * and, after a long period, the 
sixty thousand sons, of Sugura,. possessed of youth and 
beauty, became men. The .^dest son, the offspring of 
Sugura, O son of Rughoo 1 chief of men,. seizing chil- 
dren, would throw them into the wateirs of the Suruyoo, 
and sport himself with their drowning pangs. This evil 
person, the distresser of goOd men, devoted tO the injury 
of the citizens, was by his £ither expelled from the 
dtyt The son of Usumunja^ the heroic Ungshooman, in 
conversation couiteous and affectionate, was esteemed 
by all. 

** After a long dme^ O chief of men ! Sugura formed 
the steady resolve, ** I will perfonn a sacrifice.** Veraed 
in the Veda, the kiog, attended l:y his instmctors, having 
deteroaned the thmgsidating to the aacrificial woric, be- 
gan to prepare the sacrifice. 

** Hearing the words of Vi^wa-ndtra, the son of Rug* 
hoo, highly gratified in the midst of the stoiy, addressed 

• 

• The Hindoos «all a chHd Bala till it attains tiie age of 
fifteen yean old. From the lixteentli year to the fiftieth, 
Youvuna, or a state of youth, is supposed to continue. 
Bach of these has several subdivisions ; and in certain cases 
the period admits of variation, as appears to have been the 
case here. 
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the aag^ bright as the ardent fame. Peace be to Thee: 
I dett're, O Brahman ! to hear this stoiy at kige^ how 
my predecessors performed the sacri&». Hearing his 
words, Vishwa-mitra, smiling^ pleasantly r^died to Rs- 
ma: * Attend, then, O Rama! to the story of Sugars 
repeated at foil length* Where the great moontani 
Hhnwat, the happy father-in-law of Shunkura, and dK 
mountain Bindhyo, overiooking the country around 
proudly vie with each other, there was the sacrifice o 
the great Sugura performed. That land, sacred and re 
nowned, is the habitation of Rakshuses. At the OHn 
mand of Sugura, the hero Ungshooman, O Rama ! emi' 
nent in ardieiy, a mighty charioteer, was the attendsn 
(of the horse.*) While the king was performing the bs 
crifice, a serpent, assuming the form of Ununta, rosi 
from the earth, and seized the sacrificial horse. The sa 
crificial victim being stolen, all the priests, O sen g 
Rughoo ! going to the king, said. Thy consecrated hor» 
has been stolen by some one in the form of a serpent 
Kill the thief, and bring back the sacred horse. This in 
terruption in the sacrifice portends evil to us all. Tak 
those steps, O king ! which may lead to the completion c 

• The horse iDtetid«d for the sacrifice. 
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the sacrifice. Having heard the advice of hia iii8tnicton> 
the king, calling his sixty thousand terns into the assembly, 
aaid, 1 perceive that the Rakshoses have not been to this 
great sacrifice. A sacrifice of the Nagas is novr perform- 
ing by the sages, and some god) in the form of a serpen^ 
has stden the devoted horse. Whoever he be, vho» at the 
time of the Deeksha, has been the cause of this afflictive 
circumstance, this unhappy event, whether he be gone to 
Patala, or whether he remain in the waters, kfll him, O 
tons i and bring back my victim. May success attend 
you, O my sons ! At my command trav^se the sea-girt 
earth, digging with mighty labour, till you obtain a nght 
of the horse ; each one piercing the earth to the depth 
of a yojuna, go you in search of him who stole the sacred 
-horse. Being consecrated by the Deeksha» I, with my 
grandson and my teachers, will remain with the sacrifice 
unfinished, till I again behold my devoted horse. 

^ Thus instructed by their &ther Sugura, thqr, in 
obedience to him, went with cheerful mind, O Rainai 
to the bottom of the earth. The strong ones, having 
gone over the earth without obtaining a s^ht of the 
horse, each of these mighty men pierced the earth, to the 
depth of a yojuna, with their mighty arm, the stroke of 
which resembled the thunder-bolt Pierced by Kood- 
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M$H* I7 Ptan^MHif t by CAoolaiit by MooBhuKf 
ladSliiiktiiylilieearthcnMloiitjMiiidaikiieas. Then 
aroaa^ O R«|^iiva ! m draadftd cry of the serpentSy tbe 
Osooiaa^ the Rakthinei» and other creatures, as of be- 
logs suftring death* These angiy yputhsy O sod of 
Rughool dug the earth Cfen to Patak, to the extent of 
iizty thousand ycgunas. 71ius» O prince ! the sons of 
the sovereign of men traversed Jumboodweqsay inclosed 
with aKNuitainSy digging whesever they came. The gods 
BOW9 with the Gundharwas and the great seipenti, 
struck with astomshmenti went all of them taBruhnis» 
and, bowing even to the foot of the. great spirit, they, 
full of terror, with dejected countenance, 'addressed him 
thus : ^ O Deva ! O divine One ! the whole earth, co- 
vered with mountains and woods, with rivers and oonti- 
nents, the sons of Sugura are now digging up. By these 
digging, O Bnihmai the mightiest beings are killed. 
This is the stealer of our consecrated victims ; by this 
(fellow) our horse was taken away :" Ilius saying these 

* The Indian spade, formed like a boe, with a sbwt 
handle. 
+ An instrument said to be formed like an ox's yoke. 
{ A dart, or spear. 
§ A club, or crow. 
I A weapon, now unJcnown. 

8 



6008 of Sugura destroy all creatures. most Powerful! 
having heard this, it becomes thee to interpose^ befixre 
these horse^eekera destroy all thy creatures eodued 
with life." 

Thus fiur the thirty-second Sectioii>describiiig the dj^ 
ging of earth* 



SECTION THIRTY-TEIBEE. 

** Hearing the words of the gods» the divme Bruhma 
rq[ilied to these affirig^ited ones, stupified with the Yuma* 
like power of these youths : The wise Vasoo-deva, the 
great Madhuva, who claims the earth for his spouse^ 
that divine one, residing in the fimn of Kupila, supporta 
the earth. By the fire of hb wrath he wtll destroy the 
sons of the king. This piercing of the earth must, I 
suppose^ be perceived by him, and he will (eflfect) the de- 
struction of the long-sighted sons of Suguni. The thirty- 
three gods, * enemy-subduing, having heard the words of 
i^uhma, returned home full of joy. The sons of Sugura» 
highly renowned, thus digging the earth, a sound waa 



• The eight Vnsoos, the eleven Roodraf, the twelve 
Adityas^ and Ushwinee and Koomiera. 
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produced n & an\Am g that of oonflictiqg dements* Hs- 
ving cnoompmed and penetmted die whole eartii» the 
•OM of Sutgura, retuniing to their fioher, nidy The wbolt 
earth has been traversed by us ; and all the powofiil 
gods, the Danuvasy the Ruckshnses, die FSshachasy die 
serpents^ and hydras, are * killed; but we have not sees 
thy horse, nor the thief. What shall we do ? Saooeas be 
to thee : be pleased to determine what more is proper. 
The virtuous kiog, having heard the words of his boos, 
O son of Rnghool angrily replied. Again commoioe 
digging. Having penetrated the earth, and found the 
stealer of the hone, having accomplished your intentjos, 
return again. Attentive to the words of their fiither, the 
great Sugura, the sixty thousand descended to Patal^i 
and there renewed their digging. There, O chief of 
men ! they saw the elepiuuit of that quarter of the globe, 
in size resembling a mountain, with distorted eyes, sup- 
porting with his head this earth, with its mountains and 
forests, covered with various countries, and adorned with 
numerous dties. When, for the sake of rest, Ka- 
kootstha ! the great el^hant, through distress, refreshes 
himself by moving his head, an earthquake is produced. 



* This seems to have been speken by these youths in the 
warmth of their imagination. 
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" Having respectfully drcumanibulated thb mighty ele- 
phant, guardian of the quarter, they, O Rama ! praiiiog 
him, penetrated into Patala. After they had thus pene- 
trated the east quarter, they opened their way to the 
•outh. Here they saw that great elephant Muha-pudma, 
equal to a huge mountain, sustaining the earth with his 
bead. Beholding him, they were filled with surprise; 
and, after the usual drcumambulation, the sixty thou- 
sand sons of the great Sugura perforated the west quar- 
ter. In this these mighty ones saw the elephant Soumu- 
nusa, of equal size. Having respectfully saluted him» 
and enquiry respecting his health, these valiant ones 
digging* arrived at the north. In this quarter, O chief of 
Rughoo ! they saw the snow-white elephant Bhudra, sup- 
porting this earth with his beautiful body. Circumambu- 
lating him» they again penetrated the earth, and proceed- 
ed north-east to that renowned quarter; all the sons of 
Sugura, through anger, pierced the earth again. There 
all those magnanimous ones, terrible in swiftness, and 
of m^hty prowess, saw Kupila, Vasodeva the eternal* * 
imd near him the horse feeding. Filled, O son of Rug- 
hoo! with unparalleled joy^ they all knowing him to be 

* The Hindoos say, that Kopila, or Vasoo-deva, is an in- 
carnation of Vitbnoo, whom they describe as having boe a 
thus partially Incarnate twenty-foar times. 
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the steals of the hone» with eyes startiiig wift ng^ 
seiziiig their ipedes and their kngUhUf and even tnes 
and itones, ran towards him Aill of wrath, calling oot» 
Stop»8topI thoa art the stealer of our sacrificial hone: 
Thou stupid one, know that we who have found thee are 
thesonsofRughoo. Kqula, filled with etoessrre anger, 
uttered fiom his nostrils a loud sound, and instantly, 
Kakoostha! by Ku(nla of immeasnraUe power, were all 
the sons of Sugura turned to a heap of ashes/' 

Thus far the tfairty^hird Seetki% describing the Inteiw 
view with KufMla., 



SECTION THIRTY-FOUR. 

** O son of Rughoo 1 Sugura, perceiving that his sons 
had been absent a long time, thus addressed his grandson, 
illustrious by his own might : Thou art a hero, possessed 
of science, in prowess equal to thy predecessors. Search 
out the fiite of thy paternal relatives, and the person by 
whom the horse was stolen, that we may avenge oursdves 
on these subterraneous beings, powerful and great. Take 
thy scymitar and bow, O beloved one ! and finding out 
thy deceased paternal relatives, destroy my adversary* 
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.Hie proposed end being thus acoompliBhedy return. Bring 
me happily through this sacrifice. 

^ Thus pardcuhurly addrest by the great Sugura, Ung- 
shooman, swift and powerful, taking his bow and scymi- 
tar, departed. Urged by the king, the chief of men tra* 
Tersed the subterraneous road dog by his great ancestors. 
There the mighly one saw the elephant o( the qoarteTy 
adored by the gods^ the Danuvas and Rukshuses, the 
Pishacfaasy the birds and the serpents. Having drcuni- 
ambulated him, and asked oonoeming his welfare, Ung- 
shooman eoqinred for his paternal rehttives, and the 
Hitealer of the sacred victim. The mighty elephant oi the 
quarter hearings replied, O son of Usumunja! thou vnlt 
iiccomplish thine intention, and speedily return with the 
horse. Havhig heard this, h^ with due respect, enquired, 
in regular succession, <tf all the elephants of the quarters. 
Honoured by idl these guardians c^tbe eight sides of the 
earth, acquainted wiUi speech, and eminent in eloquence, 
he was told, Thou wih return with the horse. Upon this 
encouraging declaration^ he swifMy went to the place 
where ley his paternal rdatives, the sons of Sugura, re- 
<duoed to a he^ of aishes. (At this sight) the son of Usum- 
unja, overwhelmed with soitow on account of their death, 
^eried out with excess of griefs In this state of grief, the 
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chief of meo behdd, graang wear, the sacrificial horse. 
The illoBtrioiis one, desirous d performiiig the funeral 
obscqmies of these sons of the king, kioked around for a 
leccptade of water, but in wn. Extending his eager 
new, he saw, O Rama ! die sotere^n of birds, the node 
of his paternal rdativesy Soopuma» in siae resembUog a 
moootaia. Vinatqra,<^m^ghty prowess, addressed him 
tims: Grievenot,Ochief of men! thb slaughter is ap- 
proved faj the uniferse. These great ones were reduced 
40 ashes faj Knpila of unmeasnraMe mi^t. It is not 
proper for thee, O wise one! to pour common water iqKm 
these ashes. Gunga,0 chief of men! is the eldest d&iig|>- 
ter of Himuvut. With her sacred stream, OvaliaBt one! 
perform the funeral ceremonies for thine ancestors. If 
the purifier of the world fiow on them, reduced to a heap 
of ashes, these ashes» beii^ wetted by Gunga, the illunu- 
nator of the world, the sixty thousand sons of thy grand- 
fother will be received into heaven. May success attend 
thee ! Bring Gunga to the earth £rom the residence of 
the gods. If thou art able, O chief of men ! possessor 
of the ample share, let the descent of Gunga be accom- 
plished by thee. Take the horse, and go fiMth. Itisthinei 
O hero ! for to complete the great paternal sacrifice. 
** Having heard these words of Soopuma, Ungshoomasy 
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the hercHC, speedily semng the honey returned. Then, 
O son of Rughoo I being come to the king, who was still 
performing the initiatoiy ceremonies, he related to him 
the whole affiiir, and the advice of Soopurmu 

** After hearing the terror-inquring relation of Ung- 
ahooman, the king finished the sacrifioe, in exact con- 
formity to the tenor and spirit of the ordinance : Hdving 
finished his sacrifice, the sovereign of the earth returned 
to his palace. The king^ however, was unable to devise 
any way for the descent of Gunga from heaven : after a 
long time, unable to fix upon any method, he departed 
to heaven, having reigned thirty thousand years. 

** Sugura having, O Rama ! paid the debt of nature^ 
the people chose Ungshooman, the pious, for their sove- 
reign. Uogshooman, O son of Rughoo I was a very great 
monarch. His son was called Dwileepa. Having placed 
him on the throne, he, O Raguva! retiring to the plea- 
sant top of Mount Himuvut, performed the most severe 
austerities. This excellent sovereign of men, illustrious 
as the immortals, was exceedingly desirous of the descent 
of Gunga ; but not obtaining his wish, the renowned mo^ 
nardi, rich in sacred austerities, departed to heaven, after 
leaving abode in the forest S9cred to austerities, tUrty^ 
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two thonwmd yetw* Dwfleepa, the hi^jr energetic, l»- 
ing made aoqiounted with the shuigiiter of hk pateml 
graetmndety was ovenrhdmed with grief; but was stSi 
unable to fis iq>on a way of deliverance. How shall I 
accomplish the descent of Gronga ? How riiall I perform 
the funefal ablutions of these relatives? How shall I de> 
liver them ? In such cogitations was his mind constantly 
engaged. While these ideas filled the mind of the kiog, 
thoroughly acquainted with sacred duties^ there was botn 
to him a most virtuous son, called JMingee-mtha. Tte 
illustrious king Dwileepa performed many sacrifices, and 
governed the kingdom for thirty thousand years ; but, 
chief of men 1 no way of obtaining the deliverance of his 
ancestors appearing, he, by a disease, discharged the debt 
of nature. Having instaUod his own son Bhi^ee-rutfaa 
in the kingdom, the lord of men departed to the paradise 
of Indra, through the merits of his own virtuous deeds. 

** The pious, the royal sage, Bhugee-rutha, O son of 
Rughoo I was childless. Desirous of oi&pring, yet child- 
less, the great monarch entrusted the kingdom to the care 
of his counsellors ; and, having his heart set on obtaining 
the descent of Gunga, engaged in a long course of sacred 
austerities upon the mountain Gokuma. With hands 
erected, he, O son of Rughoo i surrounded in the hot 
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season with &ve fires,* aooording to tbe {Hvscribed or- 
dinance; in the cM season lying in water; and in the 
rainy season exposed to the descending clouds, feeding 
on fidlen leaves, with his mind restrained, and his sensual 
feelings subdued, this valiant and great king continued a 
thousand years in the practice of the most severe auste- 
rities. The magnanimous monarch of mighty arm having 
finished this period, the divine Bmhma, the lord of crea- 
tures, the supreme governor, was highly pleased; and 
with the godsy. going near to the great Bhugee-rutha» em- 
ployed in sacred austerities, said to him, I am propitious. 
O performer of sacred vows ! ask a blessing. The mighty^ 
the illustrious Bhugee-rutha* with hands reqpectfidly join- 
ed, replied to the sire of all, O divine one J if thou art 
pleased with me, if the fruit of my austerities may be 
granted, let all the sons of Sugura obtain water for their 
funeral rites. The ashes of the great ones being wetted 
by the water of Gunga, let all my ancestors ascend to 
the eternal heaven. f Let a child, O divine one! be 
granted to us, that our family become not extinct. O 
God ! let this great blessing be granted to the fkmfly of 
Ikshwakoo. The venerable sire of all replied to the king 

* One towards each of tbe cardinal points, and tbe son 
over his bead, towards which be was constantly looking. 
f The heaven firom which there can be no fall. 
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thus requMtiqg in the sweetest and most pleasing aooenta: 
BhugeMTUthay thou mighty charioteer^ be this great frisk 
of thine heart accomplished. Let prosperity attend tfae^ 
thou increaser of the fiunily of Ikshwakoo ! Engi^ 
Hura, O king ! to receive (in her descent) Gungs, tte 
eldest daughter of the mountain Himuvut. The earth, 
O king ! cannot sustain the descent of Gunga, nor beeids 
Shoolee* do I behold any oncg O king 1 able to receive 
her. The creator having thus replied to the king, and 
spoken to Gunga, returned to heaven with Macroots and 
all the gods." 

Thus far the thirty-fourth Section, deacrilmig the gilt 
of the blessing to Bbugee-rutha. 



SECTION THIRTY-FIVE. 

'* Pruja-puti being gone, Bbugee-rutha, O Rama ! with 
uplifted arm, without support, without a helper, immove- 
able as a dry tree, and feeding on air, remained day and 
night on the tip of his great toe upon the afflicted eartb. 
A full year having now elapsed, the husband of Ooma, 
and the lord of animals, who is reverenced by all worlds, 
said to the king, I am propitious to thee, O chief of men ! 

* Sbiva, from Shoola, the spear which he held. 
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I will accomplish thy utmoet desire. To him the sove- 
reign replied^ Hura^ receive Gwiga ! Bhwga,* thus ad- 
dressed, replied) I will perform thy desire ; I will receive 
her on my head, the daughter of the mountain. Muhesh- 
wura then, mounting on the summit of Himuvut, address* 
ed Gunga, the river flowing in the ether, sayings Descend, 
O Gunga ! The eldest daughter dF Himuvuty adored by 
the universe, having heard the words of the lord of Ooma^ 
was filled with anger, and assuming, O Rama I a form 
of amazing size, with insupportable celerity, fell from the 
air upon the auspicious head of Shiva. The goddess 
Gunga, irresistible, thought within herself, I will bear 
down Shunkura with my stream, and enter Patala. The 
divine Hura, the three-eyed god, was aware of her proud 
resolution, and, being angry, determined to prevent her 
design. The purifier, fallen upon the sacred head of Roo- 
dra, was detained, O Rama ! in the recesses of the orb 
of his Juta, resembling Himuvut, and was unable, by the 
greatest efforts, to descend to the earth. From the bor- 
ders of the orb of his Juta, the goddess could not obtain 
regress, but wandered there for many series of years. 
Thus situated, Bhugee-rutha beheld her wandering there, 
and again engaged in severe austerities. 

« Shiva* 
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With tbew ansteritieB, O ton of Rughoo! 
ing greidf pleased, discharged Gungatoward 
ViDdDa In her flowing forth sefven streana 
duoed. Three of these streams* beautifid, i 
water confi^faig h^ifNness, Hhdhiee,t PIbvu 
Nalinee,^ directed their coarse eastward ; wfail 
kohoo^ll SeetSy t and Sindhoo^ ** three pdks 
riven, flowed to the west The seventh of tho 
followed kii^ Bhngee-mtba. Theroja) si^^ 
trions Bhngee-rutha, seated on a resplendent t 
way, wfafle Gunga followed. Poorii^ dowil' 
sky upon the head of Shimkuni, and d%erwi 
the earth, her streams ioDed along with a slii 
The earth was willingly chosen by the fallen -I 
turtles, the porpoises, and the birds. The n 
the Gundhurvas, the-Yukshas, and the Siddht 
her falling from the ether to the earth ; yea, 
immeasurable in power, filled with suiprise, can 
with chariots resembling a city, horses, and c 



* Literally, three Guogas. Wherever a part 
flows it is dignified with her name : Thus the Hi 
the Gonga of Pouyaga, &c. 

f The rWer of joy. f The purifier 

§ Aboonding with water* || Beautlfal ey 

« White. ♦• Probably t 
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and littersy desirous of seeing the wonderful and unpa- 
ralleled descent of Gunga into the world. Irradiated by 
tile descending gods, and the q>lendour of their oma- 
Bients, the cloudless atmosphere shone with the splen- 
dour of an hundred suns» while^ by the uneasy porpoises^ 
Ibe serpents, and the fishes^ the air was coruscated as 
with lightning, Through the white foam of the waters^ 
spreading in a thousand directions, and the fl^hts of 
wster-fowl, the atmosphere appeared filled with autumnal 
clouds. The iroter, pure from defilement^ faUing from 
the. head of Shunkura, and thence to' the earth, ran in 
some places with a rapid stream, in others in a tortuous 
current; here widely spreading, there descending into 
GttirerDs^ and again spouting upward ; in aame places it 
moved slawly, stream uniting with stream ; whOe repel- 
led in others, it rose upwards, «nd again fdl to the 
earth. Knowing its puiity, the sages, the Onndhurvasy 
and the inhabitants of the earth, toadied the water 
fidlenfhmitbebodyofBhum^ Those who^ through a 
curse, had fallen from heavai to earth, having perform- 
ed ablution in this stream, became fite fix>m sin : 
cleansed from sin by this water, and restored to happi- 
ness, they entered the sky, and returned again to hea* 
ven. By this illuitrious stream was the world njoiced, 

* Shiva, the ezistant. 
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and by perfbrmiAg aUotioii in Gullgi^ beouie free fii» 
impuritf. 

** The rojol sage, Bhi]geernitfaa» fiiU of eiierg7) went 
before, seated on his resplendent car, whfle Gronga fill- 
lowed after. The gods, O Rama ! with the sages, the 
DityaSy the Danuvas, the Rakshoses, the chief Girnd- 
hurvas, and Yukshas, with the Kinnuraa, the diief ser- 
pents, and all the Upsuras, together with aquatic ani- 
mals, following the chariot of Bhugee-nitha^ attended 
Gunga. Whither king Bhugee-fiitha went, tfaithdr went 
the renowned Gunga, the chief of streama, the destroyer 
of all sin. 

^ After this, Gunga* in her course^ inundated this » 
erificial ground of the great Juhnoo of aatonishing deeds, 
who was then oflering sacrifice. Jahnoo^ O Raghova ! 
perceiving her pride enraged, drank up the whole of tbe 
water of Gunga : — a most astonishing deed ! At this tbe 
gods, the Gundhunras, and the sages; exceedingly 8a^ 
prised, adored the great Juhnoo, the most excellent of 
men, and named Gunga the daughter of this great sags, 

** The illustrious chief of men, pleased, discharged 

Gunga from his ears. Having liberated her, he^ lecogni- 

ling the great Bhugee-rutha, the chief of kings, then pre- 

^sent, duly honoured him, and returned to the place o( 
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saciifice. From this deed GiiDga» the daughter of Jah- 
noo, obtained the name Jahnuvee. 

** Gunga now went forward again» following the cha- 
riot of Bhugee-rutha; Having reached the sea, the chief 
of streams proceeded to Patala, to acoomplisb the work 
ofBhugee-rutha. The wise and royal sagOs having with 
great labour conducted Gunga thither, there beheld his 
ancestors reduced to ashes. Thent O chief of Ru^ioo's 
race, that hefq[>^of aihesy bathed by the eicellent .waters 
pf Gunga, and purified from Wi the sons of the kiof ob- 
tained jheaven. Hai^anjved.atthe.fea, the lung» fol- 
lowed by Gunga,:, entered the. subterraneoua regions, 
where lay the sacfed«4h^ After d)ese» O Bamikl had 
been loved by the waller of >GopgB|,.Bruh|Q9b the lord of 
jsUt tbusaddcesaedthaJchigt .O chief of jfie^i thy pre* 
4eoes8onK the six^ thouiand jooa «f the greaiSugura, 
mtf^ all delivered by thee* «ad>;ffte:|preflt .and perennial 
X00QptaUe ofi )Vatef^ «aUed by Si^MrnTs ,nam^ shall 
hmslBlCtKiihbe universally kfiown 1^ the af^MUaticii of 
fi«gufa.>« Aa bng^jO kiQg! aa the wateifttif ^Oe sea 
eontiaiieiii the earthy ao long shall th&'tonafif.Suigam 
remain in heaven, in all the i^lendour of gods. 

. • Sa|;ura is one of the u^oit conunoa names foe the tea 
Which the Hindooi have* - ; <^;^. 

▼0L« It Ir 
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** This Gvaoffif O king! ghall be tiiy eldest dai^fattfi 
known throngbout the three worids (by the name) Bhs- 
gee-ruthee ; and because she passed through the earth, 
the chief of rivers shall be called Gonga* throu^ioat 
the universe. (She shall also be) called Triputhaga, on 
account of her proceeding forward in three different di- 
rectionsy watering the three woiids. Thus is she named 
by the gods and sages. She is called Gunga, O sovore^ 
of the Vashyas ! on account of her flowing through 
Gang;t and her third name, O thou observer of vows! 
is Bhagee-ruthee. O, accomplished one! throu^ af- 
fection to thee, and regard to me, these names will re- 
main : as long as Gunga, the great river, shdl remain in 
the world, so long shall thy deathless fame live thiou^ 
out the universe. O lord of men I O king ! perf<niii 
here the funeral rites of all thine ancestors. Relinquish 
thy vows,t O king ! this devdut wish of theirs was not 
obtained by thine ancestors highly renowned, diief 
among the pious ; not by Ungshooman, unparalleled in 
the universe, so earnestly desiring the descent of Gupga, 
O beloved one 1 was this object of desire- obtained* 

* From the rootgitm, signifyiiig motion, 
t The earth. 

i The nid of thy vows is accomplished^ therefbre sow 
relinquish thy vows of being an ascetic. - 

8 
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Nof) O poBsesBor of prosperity ! O sinleM one ! could 
she be (obtained) by thine fllustrious fiuher Dwileqw, 
the Rajurshi eminently acoomph'shed, whose energy was 
equal to that of a Muhurshi, and who, established in all 
the virtues of the Kshutras, in sacred austerities equalled 
myself. This great design has been fblly accomplished 
by theCf O chief of men ! Thy fame, the blessing so 
much desired, will qpread throu^out the world. O sub- 
duer of enemies! this descent of Gunga has been ef- 
fected by thee. This Gunga is the great abode of virtue: 
by this deed thou art become possessed of the divinity 
itself. In this stream constantly bathe thyself, O chief 
of men ! Purified, O most excellent of mortals ! be a 
partaker of the fruit of holiness ; perform the funeral 
ceremonies of aU thy ancestors. May blessings attend 
tfaee» O chief of men I I return to heaven. 

** The renowned one, the sovereign of the gods, the 
fire of the universe, having thus spoken, returned to 
heaven. 

^ King Bhugee-rutha, the royal sage, having performed 
the funeral ceremonies of the descendants of Sugura, in 
proper order of succession, according to the ordinance ; 
the renowned one having also, O chief of men ! per- 
formed the customary ceremonies, and purified himself 
returned to bis own dty, where he governed the king- 
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dom. Having (again)^ O Raghura ! posaeased of abun- 
dant wealth, obtained their king, his people rejoiced; 
their borow was oompletdy removed; they increased 
in wealth and prosperityt and were fkeed from diaease. 

^'ThuflyORama! haathestocyoTGiingpibeenrdated 
at large by me. May prosperity attend tbee^: May every 
good be thine. The evmng k hst receding.- He who 
causes this relatioii» securing we^th^ .fame, longentf, 
posterity, and heaven, to be beard among, the Brahmans, 
the Kshutriyas, or the other, tribes of men, Jiis ancestors 
njoioe, and to him are the gods propitious : andhewlio 
hears this admirable ttoiy of the descent of Gnnga, en* 
suring long life, shall obtain, O.Kakoots&a! all the 
wishes of his heart M his sins shall be destroyed, and 
his life and fiune be abundantly poobnged.'' 

End of the thirty-fifth section, describing the descent 
ofGunga. 

Parvatu^X. p. lOl. 
All the Devatas, and other inhabitants of the celestial 
regions, being collected, at the summons of Bhagavat, to 
arrange the ceremonials of the marriage of Seeva and 
Parvati, first came Brahma^ momited on bb goose, with 
the Eeyshees at his stirrup; next V«dshnii, riding on 
Garoor his eagle^ vrith the ohanl^ tbe^chaion^ the dob» 
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and the pedife in his handi; Eendra also, and Yama, 
and Cuvera, and Vanina, and the rivers Oanga and 
Jumna, and the seven Seas. The Oandarvas also, and 
Apfaraa»,and Vafookee, and other serpents, m obedience 
to the commands €/i Seeva, all dressed in superb chains 
and habits of ceremony, were to be seen in order amidst 
the crowded and glittering cavalcade. 

And now, Seeva, after the arrival of all the Devatas, 
and the completion of the preparations for the proces- 
sion, set out, in the utmost pomp and qilendour, from 
the mountain Kilas. His third eye flamed like the sun, 
and the crescent on his ^nrehead assumed the form of a 
radiated diadem ; h» snakes were exchanged for diaina 
and necklaces of pearls and rubies, his ashes for sandal 
and perfume, and his elephant's skin for a silken robi^ 
so that none of the Devatas in brilliance came near his 
figure. The bridal attendants now spread wide abroad 
the carpet of congratulation, and arrai^ed in order the 
banquet id Miss. Nature herself assumed the appearance 
of renovated youth, and the sorrowing univene recalled 
its long-forgotten happiness. The Gandarvas and Apsa- 
ras began their melodious songs, and the Genes and 
Keenners displayed the magic of their various musical 
instruments. The earth and its inhabitants exulted with 
tongues of glorification and triumph ; fresh moisture in- 
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vigorated the withered victuns of time ; a thousand hap- 
py and animating conceptions inspired the hearts of the 
intelligent, and enlightened the wisdom of the thought- 
ful : The kingdom of external forms obtained gladness, 
the world of intellect acquired brightness. The dwellers 
upon earth stocked the casket of their ideas with the 
jewels of delight, and reverend pilgrims exchanged their 
beads for pearls. The joy of those on earth ascended up 
to Heaven, and the Tree of the bliss of those in Heaven 
extended its auspicious branches downv^ards to the earth. 
The eyes of the Devatas flamed like torches on behold- 
ing these scenes of rapture, and the hearts of the just 
kindled like touchwood on hearing these ravishing sym- 
phonies. Thus Seeva set off like a garden in full blow, 
and Paradise was eclipsed by his motion. — Maurice^ 
from the Seeva-Pporaun* 

Thereat the heart of the Universe stood stilL-^yL p. 101. 
After these lines were written, I was amused at find- 
ing a parallel passage in a sermon : 
' Quando o Sol parou ds Dozes de Josui, aconteceratn no 
mundo todas aquellas consequencias, que parando o mo- 
vimento celeste, consideram os Filosqfos* As plantas por 
iodo aquelle tempo nam creceram ; as calidades dos e/e- 
mcntosj e dos mixtos, nam se alteraramp a geragam e cor- 
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rupfom com que u comerva o mundo, ceaou ; tu arta € 
0$ exercichi de hum e outro Emisferio ativeram stispeii- 
t08 ; 08 AntipodoM nam trahalhavam^ porque IhesJuUwa 
a luSy OS de cima can^ados de tarn comprido dia deixavam 
trahalho ; estes patmadot de verem o Sol que se nam 
movia ; aquelles tambem ptumadot de esperarem pelo Solf 
que nam chegava ; cuidavam que se acabdra para eUei a 
lux ; imaginavam que u acabava o mundo : tudo era la* 
grimaif tudo assombroi, tudo horroreif tudo corrfiuoenhr^ 
Vjeyra, Sermoens, torn. ix.p. 505. 

iSfirya.— X. p. 118. 
Surya^ the Sun. The poets and painters describe his 
car as drawn by seven green horses, preceded by AruUf 
or the Dawn, who acts as his charioteer, and followed by 
thousands of genii, worshipping him, and modulating his 
praises. Surya is believed to have descended frequently 
from his car in a human shape, and to have left a race 
on earth, who are equally renowned in the Indian stories 
. with the Heliadai of Greece. It is very singular that his 
.two sons, called Aiwinau, or Atwinicumarau, in the 
Dual, should be considered as twin brothers, and paint- 
ed like Castor and Pollux ; but they have each the cha- 
racter of ^sculapius among the gods, and are believed 
to have ,been born of a nympth, who, in the form of 
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a mare, was impr^nated with soil-beams.— —Sir W. 

Jones. 

That sun, O daughter of Gaoga ! than which nothing 
is higher, to which nothing is equal, enlightens the sum- 
mit of the sky — with the sky enlightens the earth — ^with 
the earth enlightens the lower worlds ;— enlightens the 
higher worlds, enlightens other worlds; — it enl%htais 
the breast,— enlightens ail besides the breast— Sir W. 
JoJUBSfJrom the Veda. 

Forgetful of his Dragon foe.'^X,m p. lis. 
Rt^hu was the son of Ca^yapa. and Dity, according to 
some authorities $ but others represent Sinhica^ (perhaps 
the sphinx) as his natural mother. He had four arms; 
his lower parts ended in a tail like that of a dragon; and 
his aspect was grim and gloomy, like the darkness of the 
chaos, whence he had also the name of Tamas, He yn& 
the adviser of all mischief among the Daityas, who had a 
regard for him: but among the D^ vat as it was his chief 
delight to sow dissension ; and when the gods had produ- 
ced the amrity by churning the ocean, he disguised him- 
self like one of them, and received a portion of it ; but 
the Sun and Moon having discovered his fraud, Viiknu 
severed his head and two of his arms from the rest of his 
monstrous body. That part of the nectareous fluid which 
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he had time to swallow secured his iminortality : his trunk 
and dragon-like tail fell on the mountain of Malay a^ where 
Mini, a Brahman^ carefully preserved them by the name 
of C^tu; BXid, as if a complete body had been formed 
from them, like a dismembered polype^ he is even said to 
have adopted Ce'^u ashis own child. The head, with 
two arms, fell on the sands oi Barbara^ where Pi^fh^nc^z 
was then walking with Sinhia^^ by some called his wife : 
They carried the Daitya to their palace, and adopted him 
as their son; whence he acquired thename of Poi^e'Ae'juift^ 
This extravagant fable is, no doubt, astronomical ; Ra*hu 
and C^tu being clearly the nodet^ or what astrologers call 
the head and tail of the dragon. It is added, that th^ 
i^>peased Vuhnu^ and obtained re-admission to the firma- 
ment, but were no longer visible from the earth, their en- 
lightened sides being turned firom it ; that Rtfku strives, 
during eclipses, to wreak vengeance on the Sun and Moon, 
who detected him ; and that C^tu often appears as a 
comet, a whirlwind, a fiery meteor, a water-spou^ or a 
column of sand.— Wiltord. Asiatic Researches. 

Suras.'-^X, p. 113. 
The word Sura in Sanscrit signifies both wine and true 
wealth ; hence, in the first Chand of the Ramayan of 
Valmic, it is expressly said that the Devatas, having re- 
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cdved the Sur^ acquired the title of SuraSj and the 
Daityai that of Asura^ from not having received it The 
Vtda 18 represented as that wine and true W6alth.*-FA- 
TERSOK. AtiaL Reiearcheix 

Camdeo^-'K. p. 114. 
Eternal Cama ! or doth Smaiia bright. 
Or proud Ananga, give thee more deUght f 

Sir W. Jones. 
He was the son of Maya, or the general attracting 
power, and married to Retty, or Affection, and his bo- 
som friend is Bessent, or Spring. He is represented as 
a beautiful youth, sometimes conversing with his mother 
and consort in the midst of his gardens and temples ; 
sometimes riding by moonlight on a parrot or lory, and 
attended by dancing girls or nymphs, the foremost of 
whom bears his colours, which are ajish on a red ground. 
His favourite place of resort is a large tract of country 
round Agra, and principally the plains of A/a^ra, where 
Krishen also, and the nine Gopia, who are clearly the 
Apollo and Muses of the Greeks, usually spend the night 
with music and dance. His bow of sugar-cane or flowers, 
with a string of bees, and his Jive arrows, each pointed 
with an Indian blossom of a heating quality, are allegories 
equally new and beautiful. 
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It is possible that the words Dijn«c and Ctiptd; which 
have the same signification^ may have the same origin ; 
since we know tliat the old Hetrurians, from whom great 
part of the Roman language and religion was derived, and 
whose system had a near affinity with that of the Persians 
and Indians, used to write their lines alternately forwards 
and backwards, as funows are made by the plough* — Sir 
W. Jones. 

Mahadeva and Parvati were playing with dice at the 
ancient game of Chaturanga, when they disputed, and 
parted in wrath ; the goddess retiring tp the forest of 
Gauri, and the god repairing to Cushadwip. They seve- 
rally performed rigid acts of devotion to the Supreme Be- 
ing ; but the fires which they kindled blazed so vehe- 
mently as to threaten a general conflagration. The De* 
vas, in great alarm, hastened to Brahma, who led them 
to Mahadeva, and supplicated him to recall his consort ; 
but the wrathful deity only answered. That she must come 
by her own free choice. They accordingly dispatched 
Ganga, the river goddess, who prevailed on Parvati to 
return to him, on condition that his love for her should 
be restored. The celestial mediators then employed Ca- 
ma-Deva, who wounded A^hadeva with one of his flow- 
ery arrows ; but the angry divinity reduced him to ash^ 
with a flame from his eye. Parvati soon after presented 
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lienelf before him in the form of a Cirati, or dmi^ter of 
a moontaiiieer, and, aeemg him emunoured of her, resu- 
med her own shape. In the pkoe where they were reooof 
cited, a grove sprang up, whidi was named Camavana; 
and the relenting god, in the character of Cameswara, 
consoled the ai&icted Reti, the widow of Cama, by assn- 
ring her that she should rejoin her husband when he 
should be bom again in the form of Pradyumna, son of 
Crishna, and should put Sambara to death. This favour- 
able prediction was in due time accomplished, and Fra- 
dyumna having sprung to life, he was instantly seized by 
the demon Sambara, who placed him in a chest, whicb 
he threw into the ocean ; but a lai^ 6sih, which had 
swallowed the chest, was caught in a net, and carried to 
the palace of a Qrrant, where the unfortunate Reti had 
been compelled to do menial service. It was her lot to 
open the fish, and seeing an infant in the chest, she nur- 
sed him in private, and educated him, till he had suffi- 
cient strength to destroy the malignant Sambara. He 
had before considered Reti as his mother ; but the minds 
of them both being irradiated, the prophecy of Mahadevs 
was remembered, and the God of Love was again united 
with the Goddess of Pleasure.— Wilford. Asiatic Be- 
searches* 
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Eating hig very core qfltfe ovoy.— *XI. p. 19S« 
One of the wonders of this country is the JiggerkhoTf 
(or liver-eater.) One of this class can steal away the 
liver of another by looks and incantations. Other ac- 
counts say, that, by looking at a person, he deprives him 
of his senses, and then steals from him something re- 
sembling the seed of a pomegranate^ which he iudes in 
the calf of his leg. The Jiggerkhar throws on the fire 
the grain before described, which thereupon spreads to 
the size o( a dish, and he distributes it amongst his feU 
lows, to be eaten ; which ceremony concludes the life 
of the fascinated person. A Jiggerkhar is able to com- 
municate his art to another, which he does by learning 
him the incantations, and by making him eat a bit of the 
liver^cake. If any one cut open the calf of the magician's 
leg, extract the grain, and give it to the afflicted person 
to eat, he immediately recovers. Those Jiggerkhare are 
mostly women. It is said, moreover, that they can bring 
uitelligence from a great distance in a short space of 
time ; and if they are thrown into a river^ with a stone 
tied to them, they nevertheless will not sink. In order 
to deprive any one of this wicked power, they brand his 
temples, and every joint in hig body, cram his eyes with 
sah, suspend him for forty days in a subterraneous 
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CAvern, and repeat over him certain incantations. la 
thb state he is called Deiche-reh. Although, after having 
^nidergone this discipline^ he is not able to destroy the 
liver of any one, yet he retains the power of being able to 
discover another Jiggerkhar^ and is used for detecting 
those disturbers of mankind. They can also cure many 
diseases, by administering a potion, or by repeating an 
incantation. Many other marvellous stories are told of 
these people.— Ayebk Acbery, 

An Arabian old woman, by name Meluk, was throws 
in prison, on a charge of having bewitched,, or, as they 
call it, eaten the heart of a young native of Ormuz, who 
had lately, from being a Christian, turned Mafaomme" 
dan. The cause of ofience was, that the young mani 
after keeping company some time with one of her daugh- 
ters, had forsaken her : He himself, who was in a pitia- 
ble condition, and in danger of his life, was one o( her 
accusers. This sort of witchcraft, which the Indians call 
eating the heart, and which is what we call bewitcbingi 
as sorcerers do by their venomous and deadly looiks, is 
not a new thing, nor unheard of elsewhere; for many 
persons practised it formerly in Sclavonia, and the coun- 
try of the Triballes, as we learn from Ortelius, who took 
the account from Pliny, who, upon the report of Isi- 
gones» testifies, that this species of enchantment wa^ 
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much in use among these people* and many others whom 
he mentions, as it is at present here» especially among 
the Arabians who inhabit the western coast of the Per- 
sian gulph, where this art is common, .The way in which 
they do it is only by the eyes and the mouth, keeping the 
eyes fixed steadily upon the person whose heart they de- 
sign to eat, and pronouncing, between their teeth, I know 
not what diabolical words, by virtue of which, and by the 
operation of the devil, the person, how hale and strong 
soever, falls immediately into an unknown and incurable 
disease, which makes him appear phthysical, consumes 
liim little by little, and at last destroys, him. And this 
takes place faster or slower as the heart is eaten, as they 
say ; for these sorcerers can either eat the whole or a 
part only ; that is, can consume it entirely and at ODce^ 
or bit by bit, as they please. The vulgar give it this 
name, because they believe that the devil, acting upon 
,the imagination of the witch when she mutters her wick- 
ed words, represents invisibly to her the heart and en- 
trails of the patient, taken out of his body, and makes 
her devour them. In which these wretches find so de- 
lightful a task, that very often^^ to satisfy (heir appetite, 
: without any impulse of resentment or enmity, they will 
destroy mnocent persons, and eyen ^eir pearest rela- 
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threiy as there is a report that our prisoner kOled one of 
her own daug^iters in this manner. 

This was confirmed to me by a similar story, which I 
heard at Ispahan, from the mouth of P. Sebastian de 
Jesu8» a Portuguese Augustinian, a man to be bdieved, 
and of singular virtue, who was prior of their convent 
when I departed. He assured me, that, in one of the 
traces dependant upon Portugal, on the confines of Ars- 
bia Felix, I know not whether it was at Mascate or at 
Orrou2, an Arab having been taken up for a similar crimei 
and convicted of it, for he confessed the fact, the captsiis 
or governor of the place, who was a Portugueze, that be 
might better understand the truth of these black and de* 
vilish actions, of which there is no doubt in this couDtiy, 
made the sorcerer be brought before him before he was 
led to his punishment, and asked him, If he could eat tlie 
inside of a cucumber without opening it, as well as the 
heart of a man ? The sorcerer said yes ; and, in order to 
prove it, a cucumber was brought : he looked at it, never 
touching it, steadily for some time, with his usual encban^ 
ments, and then told the captain he had eaten the whole 
inside; and accordingly, when it was opened, nothing 
was found but the rind. This is not impossible ; for the 
devil, of whom they make use in these operations, having, 
in the order of nature, greater power than all inferior 
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fects, and othen more marvellouB. 

The same fiither UM me» that one of these soreeier^ 
whether it was the same or not I do not lmow» having 
been taken for a similar jo£knce» was asked» If he could 
eat the heart of the Portogueze captain ? and he replied 
no ; for the Franks had a certain thing upon the breast, 
which covered them like a coirassy and was so impenetm* 
blei that it was proof against all his charms. This can be 
nothing else than the virtue of baptism, the armoor of 
the faith, and the privilege of the sons of the duircfa^ 
against which the gates of hell cannot prevaiL 

To return, however, to my first sulject :— This witdi of 
Combru made some difficultylst first to confess her guilt; 
but seeing herself pressed with threats of death, and be* 
ing led, in fiict, to the public square, where I saw her with 
the sick young man, she said, that though she had not 
been the cause of his complaint, perhaps she could cure 
it, if they would let her remain alone with him, in his 
house, without interruption ; by which she tacitly confess- 
ed her witchcraft : For it is held certain in these coun- 
tries, that these wid^ed women can remove the malady 
which they have caused, if it be not come to the last ex- 
tremity. And of many remedies which they use to re- 
store health to the sufierers, there is one very extraord^ 
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nvy, which k, that' the whdi casts'something out of her 
mouthy like the grain of a pom^iranate, which is believed 
to be a part of the heart that she had eaten. The patient 
picks It up immediately, as part of his own intestines, 
and greedily swallows it; and by this mean^,. as if his 
heart was replaced in his body, he recovers by degrees 
his health. I dare not assure you of these things as cer- 
tainly true, not having myself seen them, surpassing as 
they do the course of nature. If they are as is said, it 
can be only in appearance, by the iUusions of the devil; 
and if the afflicted recover actually their health, it is be- 
cause the same devil ceases to torment them. Without 
dwelling longer upon these curious speculations, — the 
witch having given hopes that she would cure the patient, 
the ofiBcers promised that she should receive no injury, 

■ 

and they were both sent home ; but an archer was set 
over her as a guard, that she might not escape.— FlETliO 

TAe Ca/is.— XI. p. 128. 
The Calis and Pandaris are the protectresses of cities; 
each city has its own. They address prayers to these 
tutelary divinities, and build temples to them, ofiering to 
them blood in sacrifice, and sometimes human victims* 
These objects of worship are not immortal, and they take 
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their name from the city over which they preside, or from 
the form in which they are represented. They are com- 
monly framed of a gigantic stature^ having several arnn^ 
and the head surrounded with flames ; several fierce ani- 
mals are also placed under their feet-r-SoNNXRAT* 

Sani, the dreadful God^ who ridei abroad 

Upon the King of the Ravens* — ^XL p. ISS. 
Mr Moor has a curious remark upon this subject : 
, '* Sam' being among the astn^ogers of India, as well as 
with their sapient brethren of Europe, a planet of malig- 
nant aspects, the ill-omened raven may be deemed a fit 
Fahan for such a dreaded being. But this is not, I think^ 
a sufficient reason for the conspicuous introduction of 
the raven into the mythological machineiy of the Hindu 
system, so accurate, so connected, and so complete in all 
its parts ; although the investigations that it hath hitherto 
undergone have not fully developed or reached such points 
of perfection. Now let me ask the reason, why, both in 
England and in India, the raven is so rare a bird ? It 
breeds every year, like the crow, and is much longer lived; 
and while the latter bird abounds every where, to a de- 
gree bordering on nuisance, a pair of ravens, for they are 
seldom seen singly or in trios, are scarcely found duplica- 
ted in any place. Perhaps, take England or India over. 
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two pdr of nfem wiD not be fomd, on an average, m 
the e&tent of five kimdred or a thou8and acres* I know 
not, for I write where I have no acoeea to bofAs, if our 
naturalists have sought the theory of this ; or whether it 
may have first oocorred to me^ which it did whfle con- 
tempUiting the character and attributes of Sani, that the 
raven destroys its young ; and if this notion be well found- 
ed, and on no other can I account for the rareness of the 
annual-breeding long^ved raven, we shall at once see 
1^ propriety of aymbolizing it with Saturn, or Kronos, 
or Time, devouring or destroying his own ofl&pring.'^ 
Moor's Hmdu Panthttn^ p. 31 1. 

Be true unto ymiruhehi^'KW. p« 137. 
The passage in which Menu exhorts a witness to speak 
the truth is one of the few sublime ones in his Institutes. 
^ The soul itself is its own witness ; the soul itself is its 
own refuge; offend not thy conscious soul, the supreme 
internal witness of men ! . . The sinful have said in their 
hearts, none see us. Yes, the gods distinctly see them, 
and so does the spirit within their breasts • . The guardian 
deities of the firmament, of the earth, of the waters, of 
the human heart, of the moon, of the sun, and of fire, of 
punishment after death, of the winds, of night, of both 
twilights, and of justice, perfectly know the state of all 
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spirits dotbed with bodies. . . O friend to virtue ! that 8U« 
preme Spirit, which thou believttt one and the tame with 
thyself y resides in thy bosom perpetually^ and is an all« 
knowing inspector of thy goodness or of thy widiedness. 
If thou beest not at variance, by speaking falsdy, with 
Yama, the subduer of all, with Vaivaswata the punisher^ 
with that great Divinity who dwells in thy breast,--go 
not on a pilgrimage to the river €ranga» nor to the plaina 
of Cum, for thou hast no need of expiation*— CA. vttt. /h 
84, 85, S6, 91, 92. 

The Aunnay BirdLr^XXL. p. 139. 
The Aunnays act a considerable part in the history of 
the Nella Rajah, an amusing romancei for a translation 
of which we are indebted to Mr Kindersley. They are 
milk-white, and remarkable for the grace fi dncw c^ theii^ 
walk. 
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